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PREFACE, 




HE Author qf M Paperfr 
has iieenf^engriweitojeefuck' 
4 nen».firtQf;Gbi^iantty pub^ 
lijhed and prtipagatjed in the'. 
Worlds as^aves Qut -lA<i|SrQpiti%tory Sa-r 
crifice of our blc0cd Savioijir,. ^nd the 
iaoa:ifviflg Oficrotjons* ^ . 

rit^ mfiicA in bis l^eem ^repmoftb^ 
W^ GMies cf, ^e GoJp^K Be bumblf 
b9pfsMw0$ a j9Hcen jSm fi^ tbpje mor. 
menfms Truths that jUt his Pm at work,^ 
4fnd ajuft Senfe cfibi Injkmice niihicb theft 
Trutbs .have upo?^ amoji 0II thaP Pi^tjt 
and Virtue "Uff^iiihcan be calkd C^ftioiv 
. He.kanKs it to more learned Writers tn 
manage tbis€h9^r(fuerfi^in,aWcf^'^ ^^'^ . 



iv The P R E F A C E. 

€tn3 regular DUpute. He bath cbofen this 
manner ^fpubti/hing bis Sentiments^ with 
Jbmebape that tbey may be Better accented 
by thoje who Jiand in mo/{ needofthem^ 
and particularly by tbe polite Readers of 
the j4gey who jeekfometbing to entertain^ 
as well as to tnftruB andpr^t. If there 
are any fudden Starts of bought found 
hereout of Place ^ any abrupt Sentences or 
Paragraphs without that logical Method 
or exaSt Connexion^ which would be ex-- 
feSled in afet Difcourfei kt it be remem^ 
ber'dthat this Bookisbut^a fort of Con ^ 
verfetion-piece anwlft^ ^w private 
Friends y who pretend net to theological 
Accuracies.. : , 

As to^ the Names introduced in this 
-ConuerfafioHy they are not defignedto re^ 
prejent any particular Perfim living : But 
tfaf^ ofmy\fieadersJh(>UM^nd their own 
principles and their CharaSter dlfcribed 
vnderthe Sentiments' of Agvippa, ^rCave- 
jior, the Author intreats them to believe 
that they are tbe Perfonsfor whqfefake he 
took this Pains, and he begs the Favour of 
them to read without Prejudice or Par-- 
tiality, and with a Temper of Mindful t^ 
^J to tbe Weight and Dignity. of tbe Sub- 
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Je0^ and that they would make Scripture 
their mfy Ju^e ^T^utb and Error in 
this Debate. And' may the good Spirit of 
God render this little Difcourfe tifejuitoput 
fomeftop to the Growth of theje dangerous 
Opinionsy to recofuer tht^e who are fallen^ 
into Error y andtoeftablijh others who are 
wavering in fuch important Points ofthet^ 
Chriftian Faith. 




vffi The C O N T E N T S. 

Sect. Vw Queries urged agatnft the Ne- 
. ceffity of believing mefe DofbineSi^. ri/ 

Sect. VI. The Doflrihes affirmecf,, and 
their Neceffity limicedand adjufted./. 128 

Sect. VII. The tranfcendent Advantages-of 
thefe t)o&in^ of the Atonehient x^Cbrift^ 
and the Sanftification of the spirit toward 
all Chriftian Duties. . , . p. 143 

Sect. VIII. A Queffion about a Minifter's 
preaching Agrippa^^ Dodrinc refblved,. 
with Petitions for Agrippa and all his 

. FoUoWecs. P' ^56 





THE 

Sacrifice of Christ, 

AND THE 

Operations of the S p i r i t, &^c. . 



S E C T. I. 

^e IntroduSiiony or A g r i p p a's Creed 
recited and 0ppofed. 

S there no other way to dt- 
hndiCbriftianity^ faith Pan- 
linus to his Friends, Is there 
no other Way to refute the 
Cavik of the Deifty but by 
yielding up the peculiar Glo- 
ries of the Gofpel P Can it never be vindi- 
cated as Divine, unlefs we reduce it almoft 
to the mere Piftates of the Light of Na- 
ture, with Jefus Chrift fet at the Head of 
them only as a great Prophet ? Man^ ■». 
Poubcer is not gone fo far from CYoSKvaxte^ 
B ^"^ 




^ The Sacri^e of ChriA, Sed.L 

as to deny the Fa6b on which our holy Re- 
ligion depends •, and they will allow that the 
Chriftian Religion in general is fupported by 
thefe Fafts, which have been delivered down 
to us by a notorious and inconteftable man- 
ner of Evidence : But the fpecial and impor- 
tant Doftrines of this Religion, fuch as the 

. Sacrifice of Cbrift as a proper Atonement for 
Sin^ and our SanSification by the Holy Spirit ^ 
which are taught fo frequently and fo exprefs- 
ly in the New Teftament, carry fomething 
in them fo difguftful, not only to the Relifh 
of our modern Infidels in general, but alfo 
to the Prejudices of fome who profefs Chri- 
ftianity, that they would fain evade thefe 
Truths, and quit themfelves of them by fuch 

. a Conftruftion as really deftroys them. Agrip^ 
fa is a Chriftian of this Stamp, a Gentleman, 
as I am told, of no confiderable Eftate ; but 
*tis faid, he makes a Ihining Figure when 
he appears in Company. A few Weeks Jigo 
I faw a Scheme of his Gofpel, and was in- 
formed 'tis the general Senfe ^of many of his 
Acquaintance both in Town and Country. 
I have the Paper here, and he expreffes his 
Creed in the following Words. 

" When the Gentile Nations had loft the 
*' Knowledge ofthe true God and his Wor- 
" fliip, and buried it under an immenfe 
" Lead of fuperftitious Follies ; when 
" they had baniflied a great part of Mo- 
'^ ralitj from their Minds as well as 
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'*' their Practice,, the Blefled God thought 

*' proper to fend his own Son from Heaven 

'* to reftore it. When the Jews^ who were 

** a People favoured with many divine Re- 

^ velations, had tum'd their Religion into 

" Superftition, by refling upon the mere 

*' Ceremonies of it with the negledt of mo« 

'' ral Virtues and in»ward Piety, God deter- 

*' min'd this Great Reformer fhould be of 

*' their Nation. When the whole World 

*^ of Mankind was grown thus horribly de- 

'' generate, it pleafed God to fend this moft 

*' glorious Perlbn Jefus Chrift into this 

'' World with peculiar Commiffion to re- 

" flore the Religion of N tture, the Know- 

*' ledge of the one true God and his'foiri- 

*' tual Worfhip, inftead of a Load or Ce- 

" remonies, whether human or divine, and 

*' to teach the Nations crue Virtue and Piety 

" without Superftition : He was fent to af- 

*' fure Men of the Pardonof their Sins up- 

*' on Repentance (which indeed they loie-^ 

** before, or thejr Reafon might have taught 

*' 'em, but not quite fo clearly) and to tell 

'^ them that after Death Men fhould be 

*' calPd to account for their Behaviour in 

*' this Life, and that a future State of long 

*' Mifery fhould atterd the Wicked, and a 

*' fair and lafting Stene of Happinefs was 

*^ provided rbr thofewhb were Virtuous. 

" This indeed, fairh he, Reafon teaches us 
B 2 ^^ x.^^ 
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** too, but the Gofpel fuperadds the Rcfur- 
" reftion of the Body. 

" And further, that this glorious Perfon 
** 'Coming into the World for the Reformi- 
•' tion of it when it was fo dreadfully cor- 
** rupted, and preaching in oppofition to 
** the grofs Errors and Iniquities of the Age, 
** it could not be expefted that ht fhould 
" efcape their Rage and Malice : Thus he 
** was condemned by the Jews^ and cruci- 
** fied by the Romans. This Death of Chriji 
*^ on the Crofs was a noble Teftimony 
" which he ^ave as a Martyr to the Do- 
*' dbines which he preach'd -, and it is dig- 
" jiified after tht Jewifib and Eajiern manner 
"with grand Expreffions in the New Te- 
** ftament, andreprefented in manyyJz^r/^- 
** ftf/Phrafes, of which the 7m;j were ex- 
** tremely fond, fuch as redeeming us by his 
«* Bloodj and making Atonement for Sin^ &c. 
" becaufebyhis Death he vindicated and 
** fcaledthatDoftrine, which taught the af- 
" fured Pardon of Sin upon Repentance, and 
** the Recovery ofSinners by new Obedience 
" to the Favour of God and Eternal Life. 

" Before he left the World he appointed 
** two Ceremonies, (viz.) Baptifm and the 
** hordes Supper ; thtfirft by wafliing with 
« Water to reprefent to us that we muft 
^' be wafli'd from our Sins, i, e. we muft 
** repent and be reformed, and live a new 
*• Life if ever we would be pardon'd and 

laved 
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and the Operations of the Spirit. 5 

** faved ; and the fecond by eating Bread and 
** drinking Wine, to put us in mind that 
'* Je/us Cbrift the Reformer of the World 
** died in Vindication of this Doftrme of 
** Pardon of Sin upon Repentance, and to 
'* confirm the Difcoveries of this Mercy 
** to finful Men. 

** After this he rofe again from the Dead, 
** gave his twelve chief Difciples a little 
** nirther Inftruftion about propagating this 
** general Reformation ; then he afcended 
** to Heaven, to intercede for Men, and to 
** rule over them, and afterward furnilhed 
♦* the Apoftles with miraculous Powers, on 
** purpofe to awaken the Attention of the 
** World to the Rules of Virtue and Good- 
** nefs, which they (hould teach thepi in 
** the Name of Jefus their Maffcer : And 
** therefore we arc faid, in the New Tefta- 
** ment, to ht fanHified by the Holy Spirit^ 
" becaufe the Miracles wrought by the Gifts 
** of the Spirit rouzed a ftupid World into 
** Confideration, and alfo did fomething 
** toward the Confirmation of thofe Truths 
" which Mankind were exhorted to confi- 
** der in order to their Reformation and 
'* Salvation. 

He concludes his Paper thus: " Now^ if 

• *' any Man has any other Creed made up of 

" Notions and Myfteries which goes be- 

*' yond all this, I affirm that he draws 

" more out of lus Bible than God wtx^vix 

B 3 "^"^ vciV^ 
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^* into it ; and tho' I will never be angry 
*' with him, fays Agrtppa^ for believing 
** more than I, yet I cannot but laugh at 
** him for a Jirvng Believer: I dare pro^ 
** riounce boldly he is not juft of my Reli- 
ef gion, nor can I be of his ; and if he 
" thinks me but altfioft a Chriftian^ I think 
*^* him gone as much beyond Chriftianity.** 
Paulmus was a Gentleman of Piety and 

J {feat Zeal for the Gofpel of Chrift, He 
ived far in the Country, and was much re- 
tired from the World. Tho' he held fomc 
Acquaintance with Criticks and learned A u- 
thorSy yet he read his Bible with more Con- 
Hancy and Application, and learned his 
-Religion thence. He was pretty well vef* 
ied in the Writings of St. Paul^ but he had 
licard x)r known very little oiJgrippa or his 
Sentiihcnts till laft March: Then he came 
Xxs Usndofiy which he had not feen for ten or 
twelve Years' before, and happened to get a 
(fight of tkis New Creed. As foon as he 
;had read it, he was much furpriz*d and con- 
ccern*d that any Man who profefs'd himfelf 
-a Chriftian fliould lofe fo much of his Faith ; 
jbut was muchmore grieved when he found, 
by further Converfation, that this was the 
Civ//?/!«»/Vy which was now growing in vogue; 
and upon his Repetition of this Creed in 
company, he repeated his Concern and Zeal. 
Muft then (faid he) the glorious Gofpel of 
our blefled Saviour be narrowMand curtail*d 

at 
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at this rate, and reduced almoft to the mere 
Religion of Nature ? I acknowledge indeed, ^ 
and I glory in it, that the Gofpel which I 
find in the New Teftament contains every 
Article of Natural Religion, and includes 
in it every thing that Reafon can teach us 
about God or Virtue. The Man who re- 
nounces any one Point of the Religion of 
Reafon^ fo far renounces Chrijiianity alfo \ for 
die Doftrine of the blefled Jefus compre- 
hends every part of it, and confirms it for 
ever. But when the Light of Nature and 
Reafon, in this fallen and degenerate State, 
had appeared by the long and painful Expe- 
riments of fo many Ages and Nations, to 
be. inefFe6hial to reform, to fanftify and fave 
a vicious World, Was not the gloriousGof- 
pel of Chrift brought in to 4o that for us 
which the. Light of Reafon and Nature 
could not do ? Was it not made manifeft 
enoi^h by the Jargon and wild Opinions of 
the -Philofophers that the florid by fVifdam 
knew not God^ nor the right Way to recover 
his Favour or his Image ? And was it not 
upon this View that God fent his Apoftlcs 
with the Meflage of a crucified Cbrijt^ and 
with that Dodrine which the Greeks called 
Foolijhnefs^ tofavetbe poor and the humble 
Believer? Was not the Son of God fent into 
this World to be the Saviour of finful Men? 
And was he ordained to fave them only by 
teaching them over again the Doftrines 
B 4' ^klOsv 
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which Philofophy or Reafon teaches ? No 
furely : Thefe Doftrines were made, origi- 
nally for innocent Man, and were found in- 
fufficient to reftore hii?i after his Fall. But 
Chrift was fent, if we will believe the Gofpel, 
to do that for us ^hicb the Law and Light 
of Nature could not do^ in that it was weak 
thr(f our Flejh^ i. e. thro* our Incapacity of 
fulfilling it : He was fent down to die and 
be facrificed for the Sins of Men, /. e. to 
ranfom or redeem Men, who by their Sins 
had deferved Death, and to turn their finful 
or vicious Hearts to the I^ve of God and 
Holinefs, by the inlightning and perfuafive 
Influences and efFedual Operations of his 
Holy Spirit, to lead them not onlv into the 
Belief and Prafticeof the Natural Law of 
God, but alfo to teach them fome new Do- 
Arines and Duties, fuch as Faith in the Blood 
of Chrift^ Rom. iii. 25. feeking Juftification 
before God not by any Law of Works ^ but by 
the Raghteoufnefs wr Obedience and heath of 
Ci&r^, Gal. iii. 11, — 14. Rom. v. 9, to, 
18, 19. Love and Obedience to Chrift^2L& our 
Lcnrd and Saviour, Johnxiv. ig.Heb, v. 9. 
Praying for the Spirit of God to enlighten, 
renew and fanftify us,* and to help us in our 
Addrefles to God and every Duty, John iii. 
5, 6. Lukexi, i^'-i^. Rom. viii. 26. Love 
to our Enemies by the Example of Chrift, 
and Hope of the Refurreffion of the Body and 
Eternal L//1? through his Death and Rifing 

again. 
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again, andhiseverlaftinglnterceffion, Rom. 
viii, II, 34. I Cor. xv. 20,23. Heb. vii. 
25. Thefe are Articles which the Light of 
Nature knows nothing of, and which Ihall 
certainly iflue in the Salvation of thofe who 
believe and pra6life them. 

Thus fpake Paulinus in the Company of 
fome of his Friends. Cavenor and Ferventio 
were both prefent ; the former had lately im- 
bibed the Opinions ofAgrippa fecretly, but 
amidft his new Doftrines he found fome 
Doubtihgs ftill, and was follicitous and cau- 
tious about his Salvation : Ferventio was a 
mortal Enemy to thefe Opinions, and main- 
tained the common Articles of Faith with a 
warm and vehement Zeal. There was ano- 
ther Man in ' Company, one Cbarijies^ a 
hearty Chriftiany anci a Perfonof know A Mo- 
deration in religious Difputes : Ferventio had 
little Knowledge of him indeed, but he lived 
moft-times in Paulinus*s Houfe, and was 
much in efteem with Cavenor, 

I am forry, fays Chariftes^ that fuch fort 
of newChriftianity as /igrippa's Creed fhould 
ever prevail among us. Ay, {By^'Ferventio, 
with anger in his Looks, *Tis fad indeed, 
for our old Religion is auite fpoiPd by it and 
deftroy'd. Why fhould either of you be 
lorry or angry, anfwer'd Cavenor^ if this 
Ihould appear to be the Truth, tho* it has 
not been the current Sentiment of ourFathers? 
Pray, good Paulinus^ now you have to^d 

B 5 N5^ 
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as your own Belief^tell as "what you wouk^ay 
to fucha Man 2&Agrifpa^ to make it evident 
tohisReafon, that your. Creed is the true 
Religion taught by Cbrifi^sA his Apoftles, 
and that his is not fo ?• 

Alas, replied Paulinm with a little warmth. 
What can be faid to a Man who will not be- 
lieve his own Eyes and Ears ? A Man who 
hears and reads fo many glorious Expreflions 
fcatter'd throughout the Gofpels and Epi- 
ftles, which dictate to him the fpecial and 
peculiar LeflTons of Chriftiajiity, and yet 
will not receive them ? Does not the New 
Teftament fpeak in moft exprefs Language, 
and that very frequently, of the Propitiatim 
ef Chrift far mr Sins? Muftthis bleffedDo- 
ftrine of Gface be entirely left out of thfe 
laft and moft perfeft Edition of a Gofpel 
made for Sinners, tho* it was put into all the 
foregoing Editions of it in Emblem, and was 
foretold and prefigured by all former Dif- 
pehfations ? Is.it not held forth to a guilty 
World by the SacrificesvfKidi attended every 
Difpenfation of Grace till Chrift came ? And 
is not the 'Lord^s Supper an appointed Me- 
morial of it under the Difpenfation of Ci»rj^ ? 
And muO: yigrippa make a new Religion for 
us, by banifhing this important Article^ 
which has been exhibited and continued ia 
every Religion that God has rnade ? 

Where is the Doftrine of Juftification by 
FaitbinibeNamofCbii&yGrForgfYcnefs thro^ 

Faitb 
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Faith in his Blood j to be found in Agrippah 
Creed PMuft this be all cbnftruedintojitftifi- 
cationby thofe good Works which the Law of 
Nature required us to perform, and which 
the Son of God came from Heaven only to 
fet in a fairer Light, and which St. Paid 
often aflures us, can never juftify us before 
God? Muft the Regeneration^ Renovation 
and SanSlification of our Souls by the Holy Spi^ 
rit fignify nothing elfe than the Change of 
our Inclinations from Vice to Virtue by our 
own mere Confideration of thofe Truths in 
which Chrifi inftrufts us as a great Reftorer 
of Natural Religion, and which were con- 
firmed by the Miraculous Powers of the 
Holy Spirit ? Is this all the Meaning of thofe 
plain Expreffions, jufiified by the Blood of 
Chrift and fanSlified by the Spirit ? Do we 
believe the New Teftameqf is from God ? 
Why then do we not believe the Articles 
which this Divine Book teaches us in fuch 
plain and exprefs Words ? Why do we (train 
and torture the facrcd Language to make it 
Ipeak things fo different from its own Senfe ? 
- Is it worth while for our Minifters to be 
at all this pains in the Pulpit and the Study, 
by the Printing- Prefs and by private Con- 
verfation, to defend the New Tcftament from 
the Iijfults, the Cavils and Clamours of Infi- 
dels, if it teaches us fo little beyond what 
the Light of Nature teaches ? Or have we fo 
much to expert or fo much -to feax &otcl 
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the Deifts^ that fome of us, who are called 
Cbriftiansj fliould be at fo much Labour to 
pervert the glorious Truths of the New Tefta- 
ment to their Tafte, and to drop thofe which 
they do not like ? Have we any good and 
fufficient Reafon to fubdue the Words of 
Cbrift and his Apoftles down to the Meaning 
and Senfe of Infidels, or to be fo follicitous 
to ingratiate thofe divine Doftrines with Un- 
believers, by reducing them to fuch a Simi- 
litude to their Opinions, and finking them al- 
mofi: down to their Size and Dimenfions ? Can 
we evcrexpeft thanks from our bleffed Lord 
in the great Day for this fort of Service ? 

For my part, I am fiiUy perfuaded, that 
the Books, which have been written in Vin- 
dication of lh.t Atonement of Cbrift in the two 
lafl: Centuries, carry fuch abundant Force 
and Evidence in jjiem, that they can never 
be anfwer'd Let Agrippa try to refiite fome 
of the chief Difcourfes which have been 
publifti'd in former Years by Proteft:ant Di- 
vines on this Subjcft : Let him defl:roy all 
the Aigumentsuled by Dr. Owen^ Dr. Batesy 
and Dr. Edwards in their Writings on this 
Theme, and in confiitation of the Socinian 
Tenets : Let him give an efieftual Anfwer 
to the firft Part oi*Truman^s Great Propitia- 
tion^ to Bilhop Stillingfleet or Bifhop Tillot- 
fon*^ Writings on the Sacrifice of Cbrift^ and 
feveral others, before he grow to fuch an Af- 
furance of his Sentiments. I will not pretend 
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to run over all this Controverfy again, nor 
have I any of thefe Authors arhand,beingab- 
fent from my Study. Yet if I were within 
TczchofAgrtppa^ I would put into his Hands 
afewfuch^^/^»jasthele, which my own 
Thoughts and my Memory fuggefted to me 
fince I firft read his Creed : A deep Concern for 
fuch an important Truth hungabout my Soul, 
and fet my Pen at work in thefe Queries. 

Pray, Paulinus^ let us be favour*d with 
therehearfal of them, fays Cavcncr in great 
hafte ; the reft repeated the fame Requeft, 
and Paulinus began to read. 

SECT. IL 

^eries to prove the DoStrines denied by 
Agrippa. 

^ery I. TTV O E S not St. Paul appear to 
JLf be a Man of good Senfe by 
all his Writing ? But furely Agrippah Ex- 
plication of his Epiftles, fuppofes him to be 
one of the moft ftrange, odd, irrational 
Writers that ever ufed a Pen. What .^ Has 
the Chriftian Religion fo little in it beyond 
the Reftoration of the Religion of Nature } 
And could not P^«/ teach the Reftoration of 
Natural Religion but in fuch very improper 
Terms, and foch foreign and diftant Lan- 
guage, as that wherein he repttXTOXj^ xJc«. 
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Gofpel of Chrift ? Is this his plaineft and his 
cleared manner of inftrufting the Heathen 
World in the Religion of Nature, or of re- 
ftoring it where it was loft, to tell them, 
they muft be reconciled to God by the Death or 
the Blood of Chrift y that he has made Peace 
by the Blood of his Crofs^ that Chrift crucified 
is the Wifdom and Power of God for the Sal- 
vation of Men ? that he died for our Offences^ 
that htgave himfelf a Ranfom for Men^ that 
God has fet him forth to be a Propitiation thrf 
Faith in bis Bloody that we muft truft in his 
Name^ that we muft be juftified by his Blood 
and by Faith in him^ that by the Obedience of 
one many fh all be made righteous^ that ^ his 
own Blood be obtained eternal Redemption for 
us ; that the Blood of Chrift^ who thro* the 
Eternal Spirit offered himfelf without Spot to 
Godj fhould purge our Confciences from dead 
Worksy i. e. from Works deferving Death; 
and that Chrift appeared in the End of the 
Worlds to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of him- 
felf? And do St. Peter and St. John^ whom 
I fi ppofe Agrifpa acknowledges to be infpi- 
red Writers, intend nothing more than the 
fame plain Doftrines and Didlates of natu- 
ral Reafon, when they teach the great Truths 
of the Gofpel in the fame ftrange Language, 
when they tell us rhzX Chrift fuffer'd^ the Jut 
for the Uffjuft^ to bring us to God 5 thzx he bare 
our Sins in his Body en the Tree^ that the 
Blood of Jefus Chrift cleanfes us from all Sin^ 

t - 
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that he is a Propitiation for our Sins^ that he 
bath loved us and wajhed us from our Sins in 
his own Bloody and that by bis Blood be hath 
redeemed us to God ? And did our blefled 
Lord himfelf defign nothing but to reftore 
the Religion of Nature, when he told the 
Jews^ that the good Shepherd laid down his 
Ijifefor the Sheep^ John x. that the San of 
Man cami to give his Life a Ranfomfar many^ 
Mat. xx. 28. that they muji eat hisFlefh and 
drink his Blood if they would have eternal 
hife-i John vi. 53, figfr. for his Flefh was that 
Bread which he gave for the Life of the Worlds 
and his Blood is Drink indeed \ that his Body 
was broken and his Blood fhed for the Remif- 
fion of their Uns^ Matt. xxvi. 28. i Cor. xi. 
24. Did ever Men teach the plain Didtates 
of Reafon or the Law of Nature concerning 
pur Duty to God and one another, and our 
Hopes of his Acceptance, in fuch dark and 
diftant Language? And could they ever de- 
fire or expe(2 their Hearers fhould under- 
ftand them, and fhould by this preacliing be 
taught to build their Hopes of Eternal Hap- 
pinefs upon the Belief and Praftice of Natu- 
ral Religion ? Are fuch Perfons as thefe the 
fitted to make divine Meflengers of Truth 
Mid Duty to an ignorant; World, and to guard 
them againft ail fuperftitious Fancies and 
erroneous Conceits about divine things ? 

I fuppofe, or may guefs, there are rflany 
things will be faid by fome of theFtkjj\d&o€ 
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ylgrippc to reconcile the Readers of the New 
Teftamcnt to his abfurd and perverted Senfe 
of it. As 

Firftj That when our Saviour tells the 
Jews^ John vi. 54, that they fnuft eat his 
Flefb and drink bis Blood if they would have 
eternal Life^ he only imitates the manner of 
the Oriental Nations and the Stile of the 
Jewijb Writers, while his Defigri is merely 
to invite them to receive his Do<5h-ine and 
become his Difciples 5 for it was their an- 
cient Cuftom to reprefent Wifdom and 
Knowledge as the Food of the Soul, Prov. ix. 
5. JVifdom criethin the Streets^ Ccme^ eat of my 
Bread and drink of the Wine which I have 
mingled. Philo the Jew often fpeaks of Pru- 
dence, Wifdom and Virtue as that fpiritual 
Meat and Drink which nourilheth the Soul. 

But to this I atifwer^ That tho* the wife 
Men among the Jews reprefent Knowledge 
as the Meat and Drink of the Soul, and in- 
vite their Difciples to feed upon Wifdom or 
to drink in their Precepts of Virtue, yet is it 
the way of their Doftors to reprefent their 
own Flejh as the Meat of Souls, or their own 
Blood as proper Drink for them ? Do they 
ever fay, that their Flejb is living Bread which 
they give for the Life of the World f Do they 
ever tdl their Difciples, that their Flefb is 
Meat indeed J or their Blood Drink indeed ? 
Do they pronounce. If ye eat not my Flefo 
and drink not my Bloody ye have no Life in 

3«u? 
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you? or do they promile. He that eatethme 
jhall live by me ? Did you ever read fuch 
Language among the Divine Prophets of the: 
Jews ? Could it ever be faid. Except ye eat 
the Flefli of Ifaiab^ or drink JeremiaV^ 
Blood, ye have no Life ? Were the Jews 
ever invited to feed upon the Flefh oiMofes 
or EliaSy the Founder or the Reftorer of their 
Religion, or to drink the Blood of Daniel 
or David? From all this I think I may in- 
fer, that tho* our Saviour's Words may in-^ 
elude a receiving of his Inftruftions as a di- 
vine Prophet or Teacher, yet in thefe ftrong 
Expreflions he defigns fomething more than 
merely an Invitation to hear and receive the 
X>eflbhsof Wifdom and Virtue which he 
teaches. And fince the£^iExpre(fions of our 
Saviour QOVkCtmmiBLeatingbisFlefi and drink* . 
if^ bis Blood found very harfli and abfurd in 
the literal Senfe of them, we muft then feek 
out the plaineft and trueft figurative Senfe : 
Now this, is very near at hand, and might 
be obvious to thofe among them who had 
read the Jewijh Prophets with Care. When 
he tells them xhdXXhc living Bread is bis Flejh 
wbicb be gives for the Life of tbe Worlds John 
vi. 51. it gives an Intimation that his Flefh 
or Body was to be broken and die as a pro- 
per Sacrifice of Atonement for our Guilt, 
which deferved Death ; which was not pro- 
per to be fpoken too publickly and plainly 
in his Life-time : And further, that his Blood 
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was to be fhed for the Remiffion of our Sins 
and to procure Life for us : And that we 
muft not only receive his Doftrine, but we 
muft truft in his Atonement for cur Remif- 
fion, and feed upon this Sacrifice by Faith, 
as the Jews eat part of their Sacrifices ; and 
that we muft live upon it by trufting there- 
in.* And fince the Mejfiah was foretold to 

be 

- * Obj, Does not our Lord exprefsly iky, Exaptjg 
emt my ¥le^ and drink m^ BUod^ thtrt is m Life in you f 
But if Faith in his Blood, or trulling in his atoning 
Sacrifice, was not necefTary to Salvation in that Dav,* 
as I fuppoie will be readily granted,^ then eatimg bis 
K^ in that Day could never figmfy t^yfting in his^a^ 
jKiit Sacrtfiei^ 

To this Lattfwiryi^9t Ckriji hai^iftg promUed to 
^whu Tlejhfor the Ufe tftheWorJdyS. 57, pmnnifed 
thereinto make his \F9n9i a Sab^ce ta taw away 
Sin and. to give Life to the World, and intsmaDod alto 
that when Siis was done» and when he fliould be 
preached to nun under this QsaiH^er of a Sin-Offieriiig, 
then eating and drinking bis flejh and Bloody or Faith m' 
his Sacrifice, would be required in order to Spiritual and' 
Btemal Life. Our Saviour foretelling and defcribing 
in figurative Language his bloody Deaths v^'hich was to 
make Atonement for Siitx^ foretels and defcribes alfo 
that Faith in him which (honld then be eibemed neceflk- 
ly to Salvation, under thoTe Figures q& eating his F/^ 
and drinking hit BImd. I grant the Expreflions are in the 
Prefent Tcnfe, but this is frequent in the Prophetic Lan- 
guage when future things arc defign'd. 

£]t *till this Event fhould be accompIiOied and tbi« 
Do£brine more plainly preached to Men, a general 
'i'ruft in the Perfon of i^hrifi for all the Benefits which 
are to be derived from him, may be reprefentcd by 
eating and drinking, as all that was needful ^nd fuffici* 
cnt to make Men fpirituaily alive r And let it beobfer- 

ved 
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be made an Offering for Sin by the Pro- 
phets, and fince feeding upon Sin-offerings^ 
was common to thtjewifh Religion,. Z^'z;. vi. 
25, 26. the thoughtful Hearers might arrive 
at fomething of the Scaf^ and Meaning of 
our Saviour in this figurative Language. 

But fuppofe the Jews when he firft fpake 
it could not well underftand him, confider 
they had abufed his Perfon, and derided his 
Do6lrine, and having fo far rejefted fhe 
Light, they defeiyed to be left in Darknefs, 
'amidft Figures and Parables, zsChrift himr^ 
fclf declares, Markiv. 11, 12. 
. I add yet further^there.^^re feveral Thing? 
which Clririfi in his Life-time fpake in Pro-- 
phetkk or ;Parabolick Language, for thk 
Reafon, as I hinted beforey that they yftx^ 
not fit and proper to ' be fpoken too pkitir 
\f at that Seafon ; but he left the Exr 

?re(Iion$ to be explained by the Events* 
"he Death of Chrift, which was not far 
oflF, and the Miniftry of the Apoftles quickly 

afterw^d 

Ted that even this amoants to fomethini; more than 
mere receifving bis DoBrim^ for it is a Ceding or Jiviing . 
bpon him and truHing in his Perfon as an AU-fuftcieiK 
Saviour, and a vital Union with him. as our Bodj livcs^ 
by odr Food being united to us. 

All this Anffwer may be reduced to a fhorter Com- 
pafs by explaining the Words of ChriJI thus; V Ex- 
•• cept ye arc maac Partakers of my atoning;Sacri£ce 
•• or Sii»-Offering, by trulling therein fo far as it is evi- 
•* dently revealed and preached to the World, whether 
*« in. a more or lefs explicit manner » ye W^v^itf^^Viv 
•• tual nor eternal Life in you.'' 
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afterward reprefenting his Death as a Pro- 
pitiation for our Sins, give us a plain Clew 
to lead us into the Senfe of Cbrift in thefe 
figurative or prophetick Speeches, all which 
are fo happily accommodable to thefe Ideas 
and Dodtrincs of Chrift*s Atonement for Sin, 
and our Faith therein, as gives much Satis- 
faftion to the thinking Reader, that they 
Were defigned and intended hereby. 

I confefs indeed the Papifts are miftaken, 
when they inragine this Difcourfe of our 
Saviour direHly regards the Lord's Supper, ' 
and their idle and abfurd Dodrine of Tran- 
fubftantiation ; yet thefe Speeches of his 
were greatly explained to his Difciples even 
befoi'e his Death, when he appointed Bread 
to be broken as an Emblem of his Hefi 
which wafi wounded for us, 2S\A,fyine which 
Was poured into the Cup to be an Emblem 
of his Blood ihed for us, and required us 
tb eat and drink this Bread and Wine, 
ias Reprefentatives of his Death, and of 
our Communion and Participation of the 
Bleflings of it, by Faith or Dependance on 
liim. All this is natural and eafy. But 
if we fink thefe Expreflions into Agrippah 
Senfe, of a mere receiving the Doftrinc of 
CJbrifty without any thing of an atoning 
Sacrifice iftimated therein, this will make 
hard Figures and Metaphors indeed, and 
ftrain and pervert the Words into fuch a 
far-fetch*d and diftant Meaning, as they are 
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not, nor ever were, fuited to convey to any 
Peribn who reads or hears them. Thus much 
I thought proper to fay in Vindication of 
the Expreflions oiChrtJi himfelf. 

But Secondly^ perhaps Agrippa and his 
Friends will tell us concerning theApoftles, 
as well as concerning their Mafter, that this 
fort of facrifical and atoning Language be- 
ing ufed by fome of the Jewijh Prophets 
in their infpired Raptures, concerning the 
Mejiab^ the firft Preachers of .Chriftianity 
might imitate them ; and 'tis* well known 
they fometimes dealt in very far-fetch'd Me- 
taphors. You jead, fay they, what Daniel 
fpeaks, thsit the Meffiah Jhould be cut offy 
but not for himfelf -^ that he comes to finifh 
TranJgreJJion^ to make an end ofSin^ and 
make Reconciliation for Iniquity ; and Ifaiab 
in his 53d Chapter efpecially abounds in 
this fort of Prophetical Language concern- 
ing the Meffiah : He was wounded for our 
TranfgreJJions^ be was bruifedfor our Iniquities^ 
the Chaftifement of our Peace was upon him^ 
and by bis Stripes we are healed : His Soul 
was made an Offering for Sin when it pleafed 
the Lord to bruife him, and put him to Griefs 
and the Lord bath laid on him the Iniquities 
of us all. 'Tis no wonder now, fay they, 
that Cbriji and his Apoftles fliould repeat 
fuch Language as this, when they {ptzK of 
the Death ot the Meffiaby fince the Pro- 
phets, by their rapturous and tumid Stile, 
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had made this fort of Language familiar 
and natural to them. 

•Tis granted, Agrippa^ that this Language 
was as it were made natural and eafy to 
the great Founder and the firft Preachers 
of Chriftianity, by fo much ufe of them 
in the prophetical Writings : But this does 
not at all prove that thefe Exprcflions arc 
not ufed in their natural Senfe, but ra- 
ther confirms the plain and obvious Senfe 
of the Words, fmce both the Prophets 
and their Interpreters the Apoftlcs ufe the 
fame. For fuppofe the Prophets had ufed 
fuch ftrange Phrafes as thefe, in the midft 
of their Raptures, to fignify the Meffjahh 
•reftoringof natural Religion, and dying as 
a Martyr for it. Could St. Paul and his 
Brethren ufe no clearer Form of Speech to 
inflruft us in the true Meaning of the Pro- 
phets, and the Bufinefs of the Mejftah^ than 
by repeating the fame Sort of Sacrifical 
Phrafes again and again. And would nei- 
ther he nor they ever orxe tell us, 
that tho* they ufe tliis fort of facrifical Lan- 
guage, they mean no more by it than 
Agrippu does? VftrtPaul^ Peter and John 
proper Interor.eters to be fent into the World, 
and particularly to the (jentile ^^ations, to 
'. cxpl^^n the Wprds of the Jewijh Prophets 
co*)ceming the Meffiab\n^ his great Work, 
if the Reformation of Natural Religion by 
Jefus Chriji be all that the Meffiab was to 
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do, and all that the metaphorical Prophecies 
foretold ? Why do thefe Apoftles u(e the 
very fame foreign Language, and the fame 
dark Expreffions as the Prophets do, if it 
were their Defign to explain them fo far 
from their literal and moft obvious Mean- 
ing ? Do both Prophets and Apoftles, and 
Cbrift himfelf in the midft of them, . all conr 
fpire to let in the Light of natural Religion 
upon the corrupted and benighted World 
only by fuch obfcure Phrafes as thefe ? If 
they ill mean no more by thefe Sacrifical 
Words than Agrippa does, would not any 
plain and impartial Reader be tempted to 
think the New Teftament was written to 
puzzle us as much as to inftrudt us ? And 
how is it poffible that a common Reader 
could ever find out the true Meaning of the 
Word of God in fuch an important Point of 
Faith and Hope as this ? Set all thefe 
Phrafes o{ Atonement before a Heathen, and * 
do you think he would learn natural Reli- 
gion by them, or derive Agrippcf^ Creed 
from them ? No ; by no means* 

Or if we fhould fuppofe ( and it muft 
be granted) that feme of the Dodrines of 
Chriftianity relating to the Death of Cbrifi 
might be delivered in figurative Speeches, 
and dark Sentences, at firft for wife Pur- 
pofes by Jefus our great Mafter in his own 
Life-time, before the Accomplilhment of 
thofc Events to which the Dodrirvcs re- 
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ferr'd, yet can it be luppofed that ^his 
Miflionaries the Apoftles fhould never make 
a clearer Explication of them after thcfe 
Events were fulfilled, and tell us that they 
meant very liiile more than the Religion 
of Nature ? Could they not have faid this 
in plainer Terms than in the Phrafes which 
they have written, and which I have cited? 
Is it poffible that Agrippa himfelf, when he 
reads the Writings of the Prophets and Apo- 
ftles without any Prejudice, fhould believe 
that all thefe facrifical Phrafes of the Old 
and New Teftament, with many more of 
the like Kind, fignify nothing but a Rc- 
ftoration of natural Religion by Jefus Chrifiy 
with a Martyrdom to vindicate his Miflion? 
Can he honeftly think they convey no Ti- 
dings to Men of a real and proper Atone- 
ment made for our Sins by the Sufferings 
of our Blcffed Saviour, and of which we 
are to partake by receiving him according 
to the Gofpel ? I own I am furpriz'd to 
think that any Man who profeffes to fub- 
mit his Belief to the Word of God fliould 
refiife fo very plain and exprefs a Truth. 

Arc not thefe the Gentlemen who are 
continually giving us Caution to keep ckfi 
to Scripture^ to uje the Words andExpr^ons 
of Scripture in all Matters of Revelation^ to 
fpeak of the DoSlrines of the Gofpel as Chrift 
andbis Apofiles fpeak? Are not thcfe the 
Pcrfons wlxo arc extremely jealous of ad- 

txdu\n% 
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mitting any thing into Chriftianity, but what 
Chriji and his Apoftles have taught exprefsly 
in the New Teftament ? Are they not perpe- 
tually infifting upon it, that we muft take 
our Religion from Scripture itfelf ? And do 
we not efFe6hially obey this their Caution and 
Advice, in our Belief of the Doftrine of 
the Atonement cf Chxi^ for Sin ? Is it not 
moft ftrongly and evidently taught in the 
New Teftament ? Is it not taught in many 
PageSj and in great Variety of Expreffion 
there, and that by almofi all the Writers of 
that Book ? Is it not brought in, in the facred 
Epiftles, almoft upon every Occafion ? Are 
not the great Duties of Chriftianity, Faith, 
Love, and Prayer, built much upon it by 
the Apoftles ? What ftiall we fay to Men 
who will not obferve the very Cautions and 
Advices, which they themfelves lay down; 
in forming the Articles of their Faith ? Men 
who leave out a moft plain, exprefs, and 
important Article, and break thro* all Rules 
of juft Interpretation, rather than allow of 
any Dodirine in Chriftianity, which doth 
not fuit with their Scheme and Fancy ? If 
the Prophets and Apoftles never fo exprefsly 
reveal and diftate luch a Truth, the Words 
muft be tortur'd and bow'd by all the Arts 
of Criticiffti to make them Ipeak and mean 
fbmething elfe. 

Agrifpa has confeft that it was one great 
Defign of the coming of CAr/^ to root cwxSkx- 
C ^ci^cvXvQja 
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perdition from the Minds of Men, in all 
the various Fooleries of it which had pof- 
fefs'd both Jews and Heathens : But if both 
Ci?rj/? and his Apoftles taught them the Prin- 
ciples of Natural Religion by fuch figurative 
and facrifical Expreflions, was not this the 
ready way to fill their Heads with fuper- 
ftitious Fancies, by taking thefe things in 
too literal a Senfe, when their Teachers left 
tliem to feek the tnie Senfe amidft fuch far- 
diftant and hard Tropes and Figures ? Has 
not this very thing been the Caufe of many 
Superftitions both in the Jewijh arid Gentile 
Nations, by their taking Allegories in a li- 
teral Senfe ? 

Did they not both indulge the Fancy and 
vain Opinion of obtaining Pardon of Sin, 
and Favour with God, by fubftituting their 
Sacrifices in the room of real Godlinefs, and 
with the Negleft of inward Religion and 
true Virtue ? This was Superftition indeed, 
and fuch as neither the Old or the New Tef- 
tament ever allows. But tell me, Agrippa^ 
Could this glorious Reformer of the World, 
this divine Prophet, and his twelve Miffio- 
naries think of no better way to drive Men 
Dut of all Hopes and Expedations of Par- 
don and Acceptance with God thro* any fuch 
Sabftitutions or Sacrifices whatfoever, than 
by reprefenting Chrijl lb often as a Subftitutc 
to die in our ftcad, and as a Sacrifice for the 
Sins of Men ? If they defigned to banifh this 

Doc- 
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Do6trine from the Earth, wouli^ they ever 
have taught Men to depend on his Death or 
Blood as an Atonement for Sin, and as the 
Ground of their Acceptance with the God of 
Heaven ? 

•Tis true, Agrifpa will fay, Chrift and his . 
Apoftles teach us all the Duties of Morality 
and Virtue, as neceffary things to eternal 
Life, and that in very plain Language -, and 
that thefe facrifical Terms are' only Eafiern 
and Jewijh Ornaments of Speech in conde- 
fcenlion to the Humours of the World, both 
Jews and Gentiles^ who could not be all at 
once beat out of their Veneration for Sacri- 
fices and Atonements. 

We allow it, Agrippa^ thus far, that true 
Virtue and pure Religion is taught in plain 
Language by thefe divine Miflionaries : But 
it were far better for them to have left it in 
that plain Language, than to have fuperad- 
ded fomany of the facrifical Phrafes, if they 
meant utterly to root all the Dodrine ofSub^ 
ftitutions and Atonements out of the Minds 
and Hearts of Jews and Gentiles. To me it 
is evident as the Sun-beams, that while the 
New Teftament reftores natural Religion to 
05 in the brighteft and faireft Light, and lays 
the ftrongeff Obligations on us to perform 
all the Duties of it; yet it ftill fuppofes the 
Impoflibility of our Salvation thereby, thro* 
our own Incapacity to perform thefe Duties 
pcrfeftly j and therefore it fets forth to our 
C 2 N\c« 
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View the bleffed Sacrifice of the Son of God, 
which is the only true and proper Atone- 
ment for our Sins. Nor does it fet this A- 
tonement in the room of our Endeavours af- 
ter inward Religion and real Virtue, but in 
the room of ajl other Sacrifices whatfoever, 
whether Jewijh or Gentile. As for all the 
y«e;^ Offerings, they were but appointed 
Types of the Sacrifice of Chrift^ and could 
never really atone for the Sins of Mankind 
againft God as Ruler o'f the World. And the 
Sacrifices of tjie Gentiles^ what were theiy, 
but Subftitutions and Offerings of Beafb or 
Men upon their Altars, fuch as God nev^r 
appointed, and therefore would never accept, 
either as real Atonements^ or as Figures of 
the true Propitiation and Atonement. This 
is the mofl evident Senfe of St. Paul^ in Rm. 
viii. 13. ^ere is no Condemnation to them 
who are in Chriji Jefus^ i. e. who truft in him 
as the Medium of their Pardon, and vka 
walk not after the Flejh^ but after the Spirit^ 
i, e, who live holy Lives : If^at the Lavj 
could not do in that it was weak, and unable 
to juftify us thro' the Flejh, i, e. thro* our In- 
ability to perform it, God has done this by 
fending his own Son in the likenefs ofJinfulFlefh^ 
and a Sacrifice for Sin^ (as *tis in the Greek) 
has condemned Sin in the Flefh^ &c. and thus 
made a way thro* his Sacrifice of Atonement 
fcr our Juftification andSanftification. 

But 
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But left the Force and Significancy of any 
' thefe Scriptures fhould be loft for want of 
true Idea of what I mean by a proper and 
mpleat Atonement made for the Sins of Men ^ 
would here give fome general Explication 
' what I intend by th6 Word. I don't pre- 
nd to fuch Accuracy and Exaftnefs of De- 
tition^ as might be expedted from a Civilian 
- a Divine ; but I would fpeak what I take 
\ be the common Senfe of the thinkinj^ 
lit of Mankind in this Matter, and mofW 
irticularly the Senfe of the Writers of th|t 
>Id and New Teftam^nt. 
By Atonement for Sin therefore, I do not 
lean any fuch thing as Ihall in a proper 
id literal Senfe appeafe the Wrath of God, 
le offended Governor, which is fuppofed 
> be kindled againft his liiiful Creatures, 
a d fhall incline his Heart to Mercy, which 
as before determined upon Veng^nce \ for 
10* this Doftrine may be fo rcprcfentcd 
)metimes after the manner of Men, yet this 
; an Idea or Suppofition in many Re(peAs 
iconfiftent with the Attributes and Adiions 
f the bleffed God, and with the Do6h"inc 
{ the New Teftamenr. In that Book God 
iprcfents himfclf as rieh in Mercy ^ and for 
lis reafon he pitied finful Creatures, who 
ad broken his Law, and had dcfervcd to 
ie, before he had received any Atonement \ 
nd therefore God himfelf provided and fcnt 
lis own Son to become a Sacrifice oi Kxs>tvt.-. 
C 5 vcvwx-i 
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ment, and a Ranfom for them ; he appoint- 
ed him to be a Surety for us, the Jiiftjor the 
Unjuft^ and to fuffer Death in the room and 
ftead of Sinners. 

By the Words Aionement or Propitiation^ 
I mean therefore fome toilfome or painful 
thing to be done or fufFered, or both, by 
Jefus Chrifi the Son of God, in the room and 
ftead of finfiil Men, as a Penance or Punifli- 
jaent on the account of their Sins ; and this 
^ the wife and righteous appointment of 
Ood the univerfal Governor, fhall excufe 
the penitent Offender from the Punifhment 
that was due, and obtain his Pardon, be- 
caufe it fhall give a Recompence to the Au- 
thority of the divine Lawgiver for the Af- 
front which was put upon him by the Sins 
of Men, and fhall make fome Reparation 
of Honour to his holy Law which was bro- 
ken. And this is not only intended to ma- 
nifeft the evil Nature and the Defert of Sin, 
together with God's hatredof it ; but it fliall 
alfo anfwer the Demand and Delign of the 
threatning by fuch a6kual Pain orPuniihment, 
tho* 'tis laid on the Surety inftead of the Of- 
fender ; and thus it may fecure the Law 
from being wilfiillv broken, in time to come, 
as effeftually as if^the Offenders themfelvcs 
had been punilhed. Such a Pain, Penance, 
or Punifhment, arc the Humiliation and 
Sufferings of Jefus Cbrifty his Labours and 
Sorrows: And 'tis in this Scnfe that the 
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Language of E>ipiation or Atonement^ of 
Propitiation and Ranfom ^ is fo often ufed *. 
•Tis in this Senfe that he was faid to become 
a Sacrifice for us^ to bear our Sins on his own 
Body on the Tree ^ and to be made Sin, or ^, Sin- 
offering for us, who knew no Sin himklf : In 
this Senfe he is faid to be made a Curfe, and 
fuffer Death for us, and to redeem us from it 
thereby, becaufe the Law curfes every Sin- 
ner, and pronounces Death upon him. Now 
by thefe appointed Sufferings of the Son of 
God, in the room and ftead of fmfiil Men, 
there is an honourable Amends made to the 
Governor of the World for the Violation of 
his Law, and a glorious way made for the 
Exercife of Mercy in the Pardon of the Sin- 
ner 5 and that without any Imputation of 
Reflcftion upon the Holinefs of God*sNature 
and Conduct, or any Sufpicioii of the Juftice 
of his Government, as if- he would connive 
at Sin ; (ince he difcovers and declares, that 
in his pajfwg by all the. Sins of his People in 
former Ages, and in pardoning ^J^djufiifyin^ 
Sinners now who believe in Cbrift, he will 
manifeft his Juftice or Righteoufnefs by re- 
quiring fuch a Sacrifice whereby Sin Ihall 
be punilhed, tho' the Sinner be fpared. 
C 4 ' This 

* Chrifii after he became our Surety, was not, nor 
could be delivered from thofe Sorrows which were the 
Punifhment of our Sins, he being as our expiatory Sacri- 
fice, not only on the Occafionoi our Sins, but inovr fiiad^ 
to bear the Puniflunent of our ln\a>aixv. Wlaitbj^u. 
Hf^. y. 3. 
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This is the plain meaning of the Apoftle, 
Rom. iii. 24, 25, 26. Being jujlify^d freely 
by his Grace^ ihro* the Redemption that is 
in Jefus Chrtjt^ whom God hath fet forth to 
be a Propitiation thro* Faith in his Bloody to 
declare his Righteoufnefs for the Remiffion ef 
Sins that are pafi^ thro^ the Forbearance of 
God: ^0 declare^ ^ f^y^ ^^ ^his, time bis 
Right eoufnefsy that he might be juft^ and the 
Juftifierofhim that believe th in Jefus : Which 
Text our Fathers have ever thought an un- 
anfwerable Proof as well as a clear Explica- 
tion of this Do6brine. And I think there is 
abundant Reafon in Scripture for us to fup- 
port this Sentiment of our Fathers, tho* all 
the modem Writers Ihould agree to oin>ofe 
it. For my part, as I live at a diftance from 
London^ I have converfed with very few of 
them, and fliall ftill converfe with fewer, if 
they go on to forfake both the Language 
and Scnfe of Scripture, and follow the Opi- 
nions oiAgrippa. 

Here Fervent io interrupted him. I ac- 
knowledge. Sir, we live in a very degenerate 
Age, wherein antient Errors are revived, 
and new ones arife among modern Writers ; 
but as to the Doftrine of the proper Atone- 
ment of Chrijl^ I hope there are many who 
maintain and defend it ftill, both in their 
Volumes of Sermons, and other Difcourfes, 
which are publifh*d on this Subject. A'mong 
others, I would point you to a valuable 

Tr^atife 
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frcatife on Jefusthe Mediator^ by a name- 
*fs Author, who has critically and learned- 
f eftabliflied this Do6lrine againft the mo-v 
ern Difbelievers of it, and has (hewn much 
f theWifdomof God in this Appointment, 
nd of what Importance it is to us to believe 
:. I confefs, faith FerventiOy the Author is 
ufpefted not to be very orthodox in fome 
ther important Points : But this makes it 
till more remarkable, and gives us more 
eafon to think fhat 'tis the Doftrine of Scrip- 
Lire, when it i^prefles itfelf fo ftrongly 
pon the Minds of thofe Men who forfake 
he Doftrines of their Catechifms in other 
efpefts. I wifli, with all my Soul, that 
very Man beheld every Gbfpel-Truth in 
he fame ftrong Light of Aflurance as 1 do, 
nd were as fervent and foUicitous to vindi- 
ate and fupportit; but in this one Article 
f the Atonement of Cbrifty I think I can ven- 
ure to recommend this Author, Forgive me, 
^aulinusy that I have interrupted you fo long^ 
jid I intreat you to proceed now in reading 
^our Paper. 

I obey j fays Paulinusy and thank you for 
he Interruption. Obferve now, fays he, tho' 
have not hitherto ufed the Word Satisf ac- 
ton for Sin J nor will I zealoufly contend for 
f, becaufe it is notexprefly written in Scrip* 
ure, yet the fame Senfe and Meaning is fa 
>lainly afferted there,-that I make no Scru^l^ 
joxScit : tmd to make^ the limoctxK:^ mA 
C 5 Yto^tv^'c^ 
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Propriety of this Word appear, let us confi- 
der the Ideas that belong to it. 

Satisfaliion is often made to a private Per- 
fon or a publick Governor, 

SahsfaSlion is often made to 2i private Per- 
fon ft)r an Injury done him, by doing or fuf- 
fering fomething which fhall remove his 
own perfonal juft Refentment againft the Of- 
fender, whether this be done or fuffered by 
the Offender himfelf, or by a Friend or 
Surety for him : Now in tHis Cafe the of- 
fended Perfon may acknowledge himfelf yj?- 
tisffd with fome very fmafl fort of Recom- 
pence, according to his own Fancy ; luch as 
the mere alking Pardon, the ptomifing not 
to offend again, or the Payment of a litde 
Money, or fome fmall Penalty of Pain or 
Lofs. But this is not properly the Cafe here 
in the Satisfaftion which Chrift made to God 
his Father for the Sins of Men. 

The other fort of 5tf//V/i7^/^;f is, when a 
publick Law is broken^ and the Governor, 
tho' he defign to fhew Mercy to the Guilty, 
yet demands fome Satisfaction for the Of- 
fence, fomething inftead of the Punilhment 
of the Offender, which niay equally fecure 
the great Ends of Government. A wife Go- 
vernor in this Cafe will ufually demand fuch 
a Satisfaction as may beft anfwer die Ends of 
.the Law, and maintain the Authority of 
the Government, fuch as may fhew theWif- 
domahd Jufticc of th^ Lawgiver in making 
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fuch a Law, and appointing fuch a Penalty, 
and may deter Pcrfons for the future from 
the like Offences, even tho* he defign to par- 
don the prefent Offender. In this Cafe, if a 
Surety be admitted to ftand in the room of 
the Criminal, this is a matter of mere Fa- 
vour •, and fuch a Satisfaction is generally 
required of him as comes neareft to the Exe- 
cution of the Penalty threatned by the Law, 
if any CircumftSlices fhould render it not 

} proper for him to fuftain the fame in all re- 
pe<5ts. I know not in Hiftory a more happy 
Example of this than the Cafe of ZaleucuSj a 
Lawgiver of the Locrenjians'^ who having 
made a Law that an Adulterer fliould lofe 
both his Eyes, and finding his own Son guil- 
ty of that Crime, he ordered one of his own 
Eyes to be put out, and one of his Son's. 
*' Thus he render d to the Law (fays Valeri- 
" us Maximus) the Punilhment which it 
*' claim'd, with a moft admirable Tempe- 
** rature of Juflice, dividing himfelfintoa 
** merciful Father and a jufl Lawgiver." 
The Eye o( Zaleucus w^ls here made a partial 
Sacrifice of Atonement for the Offence of 
the Criminal ; this lofs of his own Eye, to- 
gether with that of his Son, gave fuch a 
Satisfaftion to the Government, and as cf- 
fe6hially fecur'd futtire Obedience to the Law, 
as if the Adulterer had loft both his Eyes *. 

Suck 
* I prefume no Reader will be fo weak %.s xo %cn^ 
the Smile to M cjulA Parallel in all thim,s» vAv^^'v^; 
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Such a fort of SatisfaSHon is that which 
the Sufferings and Death oiCbrift have made 
to God the Father and Governor .of the 
World, for the Sins of Men. Death was 
the threatned Penalty for Sin ; the Wages of 
Sin is Death. Tribulation and Anguijh on 
every Soul that doth amifs : but God in Mercy 
to the Offender hath not only admitted, but 
alfo provided a Surety, even his own Son ; 
and he hath accepted of hjf Agonies of Soul, 
and his bodily Death, in the room and dead 
of our Agonies of Soul, and our eternal 
Death, and regards it as a Satisfaftion for the 
Violation of his Law by our Sins. He is 
/atisfy*dzs a Lawgiver and Governor by this 
Sacrifice^ and upon this account it is pro- 
perly called a SatisfaSfion as well as a Sacri- 
fice of Atonement ox Propitiation for Sin -y (o 
that God now can honourably pardon the 
Sinner without any Imputation upon him- 
felf, either of his own Remiffnefs of Govern- 
ment, or of foolilh Pity to the Offender, 
God having been fatisfy^d with the Honour 
which Chriji has done to his Law and Go- 
vernment by his Death, Juftice and Mercy 

are 

Jofe that Men are to make half the Satisfaction to the 
uftice of God, and Chrift make t'other half, becaoie 
this Atonement which Zaleuau made was but partial, 
aad-did not fave both the Eyes of his Son. The Simile 
is juft and proper fo far as it goes ; but I grant, if Za-. 
ttucw had loil both his own Eyes, il would have been a 
more perkd RaralleL 
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are temper'd here, and both Ihine with their 
peculiar Glories. *Tis only thro* the Propi- 
tiation of Chrift^ that God appears to be a 
juft or righteous God, tho" his M^rcy juftifits 
the Sinner who believes in Jefus^ and trufts 
in this Propitiation. See a further Vindi- 
cation of the Ufe of the Word SatisfaElion 
in thisControverfy, in the Treatifcs of Gro- 
tins and of Turretine, and others on that Sub- 
jefit, which I have read in my younger Years. 
I have diverted perhaps too far out of the 
way of Argument which I took ; but 'twas 
needful to give a clear Idea of what is meant 
by the Atonement of Cbrift^ that the Purfuit 
of my Argument in this way of ^ery^ m ight 
appear more perfpieuous, and might niove 
onward with greater Force. I have enquired 
of Agrippa already, whether it was poffible 
thatSt.Ptf«/, St.Peter^ and St.>i^;y,by all the 
various facrifical- Phrafes which they fo of- 
ten apply to the Death of Ci*r^, can be fup. 
pofed to mean nothing more than a Martyr- 
dom for that Dodrine of his which excites 
Sinners to Repentance by a Promife of Par- 
don. I proceed to the next Enquiry. 

^ery II.TN the fecond Plgce-I-JKOuld de- 
Jl GrtJgrifpa to tell me. What 
is the true Intent and Meaningof diis fort 
of facrifical Language^ when *tis ufed by 
Jews or Heathens ? And why Ihould not the 
lame Language have the laxat. ><lfi^vci%» 
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when 'tis applied to the Death of Cbrift in 
the New Teftament ? What is the Senfe of 
fuch Phrafes when they are made ule of by 
Mojes the Lawgiver of the Jews under God, 
confidered only as their Political King, and 
the Civil Governor of that Nation? What 
is the Meaning of Sin-offerings and Sacrifi- 
ces of Atonement ? What does the Jewijh 
Lawgiver intend, when the People IhaU 
have been guilty offome Violation of the 
Statutes of God, as King of the Land, or 
Negleft of his Ordinances, that they muft 
Jlay a Lamb or a Goat^ and bum it upon the 
AltaVy that the Prieftjhall make AtonemejU 
for them hereby, and the Offence Jhall he for - 
given them ? And even if the Ruler or any 
of the common People fhould commit a Sin 
thrtf Ignorance againft the Commandments of 
the Lord^ they^ were to lay their Hand upon 
the Head of the Goat ^ as a Sin-offerings is not 
this confefling fome Iniquity which then 
came to their knowledge, and transferring 
it as far as poffible upon the Head of the Ani- 
mal, and devoting it to Death in their ftead? 
The Sin-offering was to be Jlain before the 
Lord ; the Prieft was ordained to take the 
Blood thereof with bis Finger ^ to put it on the 
Horns of the Altar ^ and to pour out the reft at 
the Alt at* s Foot % the Fat was to be burnt up- 
on the Altar J the Prie/t was to make Atone- 
ment in this manner for the Sin that they had 
committed, audit /ball be forgiven them. See 

Ltd. 
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Lev. iv. And in the great Day of Expia- 
tion, when an atoning Sacrifice was offered 
for the whole Nation to remove their annual 
Guilt, fom^ of the fame Rites were to be 
ufed, the Beaft was {(Wlind offered to God 
on the Akar, and the Blood was carried in- 
to the moft holy Place, and fprinlded before 
the Prefencc of God, that the bleffed (Jod, 
who dwelt in a vifible Glory on the Mercy- 
feat, might (as it were) fee and accept of the 
Blood or Life of other Creatures in the room 
of the Life of the offending J^wj-. See 
Levit. iv, v, vi, and xvi. 

Thus 'tis evident, that thoJMgn of thefe 
bleeding Sacrifices of At^flpnt, was to 
fliew not only that the (Spnal deferved 
Death in the fight of God;* according to 
ftrift and fevere Juflice ; but that God would 
ihew Mercy to the Criminal, by fparing 
him upon his Confeflion of Sin, and his Re- 
pentance, and would accept of tlie vicarious 
Death erf another Creature in his flead. This 
was the plain Cafe and evident Defiga in the 
firft Inftitution of Sacrifices given to Adam 
after his firft Sin, and it runs thro* all the 
QfFerii^ of Atonement in fucceflive Ages *. 
I muft confefs, faith Pauli/ius^ ithas been long 

my 

^ See this Matter (et in a good light by an anony- 
HKHU Author in the Treatiie, intitled, Revelation ex^ 
amimd 'with Candoury Part I. pag. 140, faTf. who has 
promifed to ihew how the Death of Chrifi was figured 
la that Coveiuuir imb Jdam, wbycTtia ^aoVk^ "iitxi^ 
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my fettled Opinion, that 'twas God's origi- 
nal and eternal Decree and Purpofe of ma- 
king his Sonjefus a proper Sacrifice of Atone- 
ment for the Sins of Men, that gave Occa- 
fion to all the facriffdMRites of Atonement, 
and the facrifical Phrafes which were ever 
ufed, and were fo well known by the Patri- 
archs, and which were praftifed by Mofes 
and jiaroHy and were eftablifhed in the Jew- 
ijb Nation, and which indeed were conveyed 
by Noah to his Pofterity, tho* they were dif- 
mally corrupted in the Heathen World. 

But to return to Jewijh Sacrifices. Thofe 
who will f(3riHl|icknowledge thefe Ceremo- 
nies to be fl^B^I'ypcs of the Sacrifice of 
Ci^r//} and his ijpfkl, yet, I think, they ge- 
nerally allow Aus much, that by the appoint- 
ment of God, thefe Sacrifices were to make 
a fort of political Atonement or Satisfac- 
tion to God their political Lord or King, as 
for as they were capable, for breaking any 
of his Statutes ; and when this was done, the 
Ofifenders flood right in his fight as King of 
the Nation, and he did. not execute his 
Threamings upon them. The Life of the 
Sacrifice was a Ranfom for their Lives ; and 
the Blood, which was the Life or animal 
Soul of the Beafl, was a Ranfom for their 
animal Soul, i. e. their bodily Life *. Now 

when 

* Scunehaveoi^r^A/here, thai the Beafit which wer0 
Invaght tB tbePxiOLkt Saoiim^iifit mare Mdat or 
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when this fame fort of Language in the va- 
rious Phrafes of it, is ufed in the New Tef- 
tament, and in a moft exprefs manner ap- 
plied to the Death oi Chrift^ to the pouring 
out of his Blood, which is called the Blood 
of Sprinkling J and the real Atonement or 
Propitiation which is made thereby in the 
Sight of God, the Lord of Confcience, and 
the Governor of the immortal Souls or Spi^ 
rits of Men, why fliould not we fuppofe that 
the Words bear the fame Senfe ? Why are 
we not to underftand bythefe Expreffions, 
that Chrifi made his Soul an Offering for Sin^ 
that Jefus Chrifi by his Death became a true 
Sacrifice of Propitiation for finful Men, by 
dying in the room and ftead of the Offen- 
ders, and obtained the Pardon of thofe Sins^ 
thofe real Immoralities or Impieties, from 
which they could never bejufiify^dy or releaf- 
ed^ by the Law of Mofes^ Ad[& xiii. 39, and 
for which there was no Sacrifice. appointed 
by that Lawgiver ? What ? Muft the Blood 
of Bulls and Goats make a real Atonement for 
die Sins of the Jewifh Nation, 1, e. their por 
litical 0£fences or ceremonial Defilements 

• in 

Fines impoied on the Offender. Butlanfwer, What 
need was there then that the fieaft (hould immediately 
be killed btfbre the Lerdf What need of the Hand of the 
Offender to be laid on the Head of the Sacrifice, that it 
might he accepted ai an Atonement for him ? Lev. i. 4, 5. 
If the Beaft were not to die in the Offender's ftead, why 
is it faldy WithotttBlood there is no RemiJ/ion f Hcb, \K ^^. 
A Fij}e doth iior require Blood. 
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in the fight of God, as their peculiar King 
and Governor, fo as to reftore them to tem- 
poral Bleflings •, and fliall the Blood ofCbrifi 
be conftrued to make only a typical and fi- 
gurative Atonement for the Sins of Men, 
which deferve eternal Death, in the fight 
of God, the univerfal Ruler of all Nations, 
and the Lord of Confcience? If any of thefe 
be typical and Ihadowy, good Agrippa^ let 
the Blood of Bulls and Goats be the Type 
and Shadow, as St. Faul^ in the 9th Chapter 
to the Hebrews^ declares, and not the Blood 
of the Son of God ; nor let the Expreflions 
that relate to it be explained all away^ and 
be made to vanifh into Type, and Trope, 
and Metaphor, when they are apply'd to the 
Subftaneeand Antitype. The 9th and loth 
Chapters to the Hebrews^ I think, might 
fufficiently convince any willing andunpre- 

{'udiced Reader, how much the Apcrftle had 
lis Eye and Heart fixed upon this Do6trinc 
of the real Propitiation made by the Blood 
ofCbriJtj as typify 'd by the 7^w//& Sacrifi- 
ces and Propitiations : And when thefe are 
{zAdtofaniiify to the purifying of the Flefi^% 
i. e. to remove bodily or outward Impuri- 7 
ties, fo as to fet the Ofi^ender right in the 
fight of God as King of the Nation, or vifi- 
ble Head of the Church, dwelling in the 
Holy of Holies on the Mercy-feat, how much 
more Jhall the Blood ofChriJi^ who thro* the 
eternal Spirit offered himfelf without Spot to 

Gel, 
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God^ purge your Confciences frora dead Works ^ 
i. e. remove the Guilt of thofe Works from 
the Confcience which defer ved Death ? Heb. 
ix. 13, 14. 

I would enquire further. What is the 
Meaning of John the Baptifi^ the Fore-run- 
ner of Ci&r/)?, when in Johni. 29. he fays, 
upon his fight oijefus^ Behold the Lamb of 
God who taketh away the Sins of the World ? 
Does he call him a Lamb, becaufe he takes 
away Sin by his Doftrine of Pardon upon 
Repentance, and by his Death confirms this 
Dodtrine ? Did Lambs ever take away Sin 
in this Manner, by Doftrine and Martyr- 
dom ? Is there any Senfe in which a Lamb 
takes away Sin, but as an atoning Sacrifice 
by his bloody Death ? And how can this be 
appW'd toChriftm this Place, in any other 
Senfe ? And tlus is plainly exprefs'd by the 
Apoftle$ John and Peter : If we confult P^- 
ter^ 1 £p. i. 18, 19. he fays, Te were redeem- 
ed by the precious Blood cf thrifts as of a Lamb 
without blemijh. And John tells us in Rev, 
V. 8, 9. ^e Elders fell down before the Lamby 
and faid, ^ou waft flain^ and ha/i redeemed 
us to God by thy Blood, 

But I would purfue this Second §^ery a 
little further ft ill. What is the true Mean- 
ing of this fort of Expreflions, when G64 
himfelf ufes them to Eliphaz^ and the other 
Friends of Job^ who had nothing to do with 
Judaifmy and probably were bora before 

Mojes "? 
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Mofes ? Takefeven Bullocks and /even Rams, 
and offer up your/elves, faid he, a Burnt -Of- 
fering, for my Wrath is kindled againfi you ; 
and my Servant Job fhall pray for you, for him 
will I accept, left I deal with you after your 
Folly, Here is an Atonement plainly enjoin- 
ed, that God might honourably pardon them. 
What does B^l^k the King of Moab mean 
by his Queftion put to Balaam, as it is re- 
corded by Micahtht Prophet, chap. y. 6,7, 
Will the Lord be-^pleafed with thoufandsof 
Rams, or with ten thoufand Rivers of Oil? 
Shall I give my Firft -born for my Tranfgreffion, 
or the Fruit of my Body for the Sin of my Soul? 
Does not this Language plainly figrrify an 
Atonement for Sin ? tho' Balaam by the Pre- 
fcription of moral Duties Ihews him, that 
alltnefeexpcnfive and bloody Sacrifices are 
not fufficicnttopleafc God without Holinefs*, 

^ 'Tis 

• Since I have mentionM this Text to fliew Ike Senfe 
and Meaning of ^i7/«i in his Inqairies, it is ti/t^&^ I 
ihottld more at large explain BcdaanC^ Aofweo becauTe 
the Men of ^ifpa\ Creed boaft of this Text as a Proof 
of their Doarine, <&;«. that all Sacrifices are ufekfs 
^ngi toward any real Atonement for Sin : For when 
Maltik puts the Queftion, fay they, Whtrt^ith jhall I 
C9me hehre thi Lwd^ and how my fe If before the high God ? 
Shall 1 come before him njntthBurnt -Offerings, <witb CaJfjes 
of a Tear old ? Will the Lord he flea fed 'with thcufands of 
Rams, 9r ten thoufands ofRi*vers of Oil^ or the Sacrifice 
of my tywn Son? Balaam refers him only to the Pradtice 
of Natural Religion : He hath Jhewed thee^ O Man^ <vLhat 
'is good; andwuhat doth the Lord require of thee, but to do 
J^J)'t to love Mercy ^ and to walk humbly with thy God ; 
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•Tis plain therefore, that others befides 
Jews^ ufe this Language in the fame Senfe. 

Yet 

without fo much as any pofitive Approbation of Sacrifi* 
ces ? And (fay they) this very Anlwer o{ Balaam the 
Heathen is cited by Micah, a Prophet of the^y^wx, as an 
Inflrudion for them how to pleafe God, /'. e, by moral 
Duties, and not by Sacrifices. 

Now to give a fair Anfwer to this Matter, let it be 
conildcred, 

1. Balak was the King of Moab^ and imagined God 
was to be engaged on his Side by Sacrifices : therefore 
in fcvcral Places he built /even Altars^ and offered a 
Bull and a Ram on every Altar, that he might prevail 
with God to give him Vidory over IfraeU Numb.xxui, 
When he found all this was vain Labour, he may then 
be fuppofed to enquire of Balaam, JVbere^ithJhall I 
come before the Lord? Are not my Sacrifices young 
enough ? Mud they be Cal-ues of a year old ? Are they 
not large enough ? Shall I hnr\g sl thoufand Rams inftead 
offcven, or Rivers of OH in^Q^ of a fmall Quantity ? 
Or are they not precious enough ? Shall I offer my own 
Children inftead of Brute Bealts ? Whereupon Balaam • 
feems to fay, Alasj you are quite miftaken : It is not for 
want of younger or larger Sacrifices, or of any other 
kind, that'God negledls you : If you would become ac- 
ceptable to hini.yoo muft mind the Duties of Morality 
and Piety, do Jufice, Icve Mercy, and h\imhle thy/elf (dS 
thQ original Words are) to ivalk vjitb thy God, SUmii 
Sacrifices are neither encouraged nor forbidden in this 
Speech of j?aAz/7/» ; but Balak is pointed to that Mo- 
xality and inward Religion which he wanted, and with* 
out which no Sacrifices whatfoever could be acceptable 
to God. 

2. Confider that Balaam was a Heathen^ who was 
fbmetimes infpircd, but not always. Now if thefe 
Words as fpoken by Balaam were not infpired, then it 
is only Micah the Jevjijb Prophet's Citation from z.Hea- 
then, to put the Jenjos in mind how much more accept* 
able the Duties of Morality are to God \]baca mtt« Ctx^- 
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Yet again let me aflc. What is meant by 

rJLthe Phrafes of the like kind, when they 

are 

monies. The ^ru'j were much ofBafak's mind, and 
thought Ceremonies and Sacrifices (hould do ^I for 
them, while they negledted moral Duties. Balaam is 
filent about Sacrifices, and directs Balai only to Piety 
and Morality ; and Micah, for the fame Reafon, cites* 
the fame Sentence to the ye^s, that while he reproves 
them by the Mouth of a Heathen, he may (hame them 
into Virtue and Piety. 

Probably Balaam, among the reft of the Heatbensy had 
loft the originallnfticution and Defign of Sacrifices, and 
the Light of Natire could not teach it him again : and 
therefore he makes no Anfwer about them ; nor faith 
any thing of them; but the Light of Nature could teach 
\i\tCi^K\axto do juftly\ i^c, was necedary to pleafe God. 

But on the other hand, Suppofe Balaam was infpircd 
to deliver this Sentence to Ba/ak ; and fuppofe, while 
he preaches Moraliry, he had gone fo far as to have 
(Irongly deny'd the Ufe of Sacrifices here, it can mean 
only a comparative Denial, /. e, a Preference of Morality 
when compared with Ceremonies ; for Comparifons arc 
cxprefb'd often in this manner in the Eaftem Languages, 
by a Negation of one thing, and an Affirmation of the 
other, as is abundantly evident in this very Cafe, Hof, vi. 
6. 1 defired Mercy and not Sacrifice, and the Kmrw ledge of 
God more thanBurnt-Offerings, 

^ll Confider yet further, that when the Prophet Ifaiah 
reproves the7fwj for the want of moral Virtue, he fpcaks 
more expreffy againfl Sacrifices than Balaam does here. 
He tells them, Their Oblations luere 'uain, their new 
^oons and appointed Feajjs ivere an Abomination, liid i. 
II, 12, 8cc. not that God had not appointed them, 
but becaufe,they were not attended with moral Virtues : 
And upon this account he fays, Bring no more *vain Ob- 
lations : To ivhat purpo/e is the multitude ofyo$ar Sacrifices 
unto me ? Yet all this Language of the Prophet does not 
prove that Sacrifices were utterly ufelefs under that Oe- 
conomy wherein they were prefcribed » for at another 

time 
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e ufed by the ancient Heathens^ as we read 
their own Writings, when either Beafts or 
[en were devoted to Death, in order tofave 
guilty Perfon or a Nation from Punifh- 
ent, and the fuppofed Anger of their Gods ? 
/'hat can be the Meaning of thefe Phrafes 
hen they are ufed upon this Occafion, A- 
Mrruncare malum^ or deorum iras, luftrare 
fulum aut exercitum^ fiaculum fieri^ or 

ina^ fcelus^ reatum -, I fay, what does all 
is mean, but to make Atonement for Sin, 

remove the Punifhment from the OfFen- 
;rs, by letting it fall upon the Surety or 
Lcrifice? So the twoD^aV, Father and Son, 
ivoted themfelves to Death, and faved the 
Oman Army from the fuppos'd Anger of the 
ods and Deftruftion.. So Menceceus is faid 
have devoted himfelf for the City oiTbehsy 

danger of being deftroyed by the Ar- 
ves. So the MaJJilians were .wont to expi- 
e their City, by taking a Perfon devoted, 
t imprecating on his Head all the Evil to. 
hich the City was liable, and cafting him 
to the Sea, with thefe Words, wfj A|/ii/i6« 
m y^va^ Be thou our Propitiatory Sacrifice. 

So 

ae the very fame Prophet, as well as others, rqprovts 
» yeivs for the negledl of the Sacrifices and Offerings 
lich God Lad appointed, I/a, xliii. 23. Mat.uLS. 
ch kind of Language therefore, whether ufed by a 
nvi/h or a Gentile prophet, only ihews that a Dcpcn- 
3ce on Sacrifice without real Virtue and Piety, is worth 
Lhing in God*s Account* 
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So the Egyptians^ as Herodotus teftifies, laid 
their Imprecations on the Heads ofthofe that 
were devoted to Death, that all Evil might 
be turned from the Sacrificer, and from 
Egypt ^ and laid on the Head of the Sacrifice. 
See many Citations and Inftances of this 
kind in learaed Writers. Confult Grotius^s 
little Book of the Satisfa£lion of Chriji^ and 
\tx. Agrippa 2ivS:^tx thofe Arguments better 
than any of the Socinians have done before he 
renounce this Doftrine. Confult another 
very fhort Eflay on this Subjeft by the late 
learned Dr. Owen^ at the End of his Treatife 
of the "Trinity^ where, as I remember, he 
fhews the true Meaning of one Ferforfs dying 
for another among the ancient Heathens, 
and the Doftrine of Atonement for Sin as 
praftifed among them, which may be eafily 
reviewed without running to more large and 
learned Volumes *. Now when this is the 

plain 

* It will be granted that the Heathens fpeaking of 
their Sacrifices and Atonements for Sin, ufefome mch 
Expreflions, as apfeafing the Wrath of their Gods^ by the 
Blood of their Sacrifcfs, 8cc. which cannot properly be 
apply^d to the Sacrifice of Chrif in their literal Senfe ; 
becaufe in Propriety of Speech, God has no Wrath 
awakened in him by Sin, nor can any Blood properly 
appeafe thatWrath. But let it be rememberM, that the 
great God condefceftding to the Weaknefs of Men, 
iometimes fpeaks in theif Phrafes, and hath been pleaf- 
edto reprefenthimfelf as angry on the account or Sioi 
aiid as appeafed by the Sacrifices of Atonement in feverat 
places of Scripture, tho* the true %nd proper Ideas of 
rhefe things are evident and obvious enough, as they 
As ve been cxplain'd before. ^ 

4 
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plain Meaning of Atonement for Sin^ or 
purging away Sin by Sacrifice^ fo well known 
among the Jews^ and amongft the Heathens^ 
i. e. thro* all the World ; I would afk J- 
grippa why ilhould not the fame fort of Ex- 
preflions be permitted ^ fignify much the 
fame thing, when they arc made ufe of in the 
NewTcftament, and apply'd to the Suffer- 
ings and Death of Chriftj as an Atonement 
for the Sins of Men ? 

Were not the Apoftlesfent to preach the 
Gofpel to the Gentiles as well as the Jews ? 
and if it could be fuppofed that they ufed 
thefe ^Ex^Tt^iom o^ Atonement only in con- 
formity to Jewijh Cuftoms and Phrafes, 
Why did they ufe them fo much among the 
Gentiles ? Did they not defign to preach in 
fuch Language that the Gentiles might un- 
derftand their Meaning? But if thefe Phra- 
fes were well known among the Heathens 2i& 
wcH as the Jews^ then why flipuld we not 
fuppofe thefe Expreflions, when apply'd to 
the Ddith of CAr^, to be underftood in the 
common Senfe of Mankind, both J^wj and 
Gentiles ? 

To confirm all this, let me enquire here,' 
What was the Senfe in which the primitive 
Chriftians underftood thefe Expreflions of 
thrift indhis Apofiles? HoW do they de- 
JTcribcaiid fet fbrth.their Conceptions of thefe 
great and momentous Dodtrmes in their 
Writings ? Do they not fpeak plaitvb} ^tA 
" . *■ D fccotsj^^ 
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ftrongly of t)ie Atonement of Ciri^ for Sin, 
and his dying as a Sacrifice to expiate their 
Oiffences, and: their Intcreft in this Fiorgive- 
nefs by Faith ? Now if primitive Writers 
inform us this was the common Senfe in 
T.which the firft Chrifti^ns underftood the 
Speeches of Cbrpi ^nd his Apoftles, why 
ihould we not imagine that they took them 
in the right Senfe ? Why Ihould the Churc|i 
be fuppofed to wait fo many hundred YcaM 
for the true Meaning of the Chriftian .Doc- 
trine till the Days of ^ocinus ? Why was it 
left to wander fo long in fuch ftrange Su^ 
perftition and myfterious Darknefs, as the 
Doftrine of Atonement far Sin by the Deafb 
tf Cbriftj if thefe Speeches meant nothing 
elfe but natural Religion, or the Confirma^* 
tion of it by the Martyrdom of a Prophet? 
In Do6lrincs and Expositions of leffer Mo- 
ment I eafily fuppofe many of the Fathen 
may greatly miftake, but metbinks in.Doc* • 
trines of fuch vaft Importance, €hrift would 
jiotfuiferallhisearly Churchesto bemiftaken, 

^ery III. AGAIN, I would aik^/>- 
jfj^ paj Was not Socrates raifed 
lip by Divine Providence toinftru6t a cor- 
rupt Nation^ and to reform a degenerate 
Ag^, as he fuppofes Jefus Cbryt to be ? Did 
he not teach the Unity of the true God^ and 
the trueWay of worfhipping him by inward 
Devopon Qt the Heart, in the midft of many 

Gr§cifin 
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Grecian Idolatries and Superftitions, as Jefus 
taught the fpiritual Nature of God and in- 
ward Religion, in oppolition to the Tradi- 
tions of Jews^ and mere outward Ceremo- 
nies? Was not Socrates accufedfor fpeaking 
againft the Idols oi Jthens^ and the publick 
Religion, ^ Jefus was for his reproving the 
corrupt Manners of the Jewsi Was he not 
condemned by wicked Men, and . put to 
death by Poifon on this account, as Chrift 
was by the Crofs ? Did he not bear his Tef- 
timony to the truth of his Doftrine, and 
leal it with his Death as Jefus did ? Do not 
the Deiils cry him up as a Martyr for the 
Unity, of the true God^ and ^ Rules of Virtue^ 
as our modem Chriftians make Cbrift a mere 
Martyr for his Doftrine of Reformation ? 
And had he not feveral Difciples who taught 
his DoArine concerning the Unity of God 
and the Divine Perfeftions ? And do they 
not declare the true Sentiments of Socrates 
their Matter, as the Apoftles declare the true 
Dpdrine? of Cbrifi?^ But does Socrates him^ 
feif, or any of his Difciples ever talk in fuch 
a manner about his Death and the Cup of 
Poifon, as Cbrift and his Apoflles. do about 
the Crucifixion of the bleffed Jefus ? Do the 
Gr^<^ Philofophers lay out fuch (l;range, 
Language upondt, and fuch various and har^ 
Tropes and Figures tQ.reprefent the great 
Importance.of his Death to. their Prafticeof 
Virtue^ or the obtaining the divine Favour^ 
' D 2 ^^^e^ 
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Does he ever fay for himfelf, or did they 
dverfay forhim, Unlefs ye eat the Flejb of 
Socrates, ye cannot be Philofophers, or that 
Sdcrdtes gave his Flejhfor Meat to the People^ 
and for the Life of the Worlds or gave himfelf 
a Ranfom for marry ? Did Plato ever teach 
his' Puipils, that they mufi be faved by the 
Dtafb' of Socrates, or that he reconciled them 
to Gb^iy his dying for them ? Do they ever 
^hry Hh_ the P-oifm of Socrates, as St. Paul 
glories in ' the Crofs of Chrifi ? When they 
taught the Doctrines oT Socrates concerning 
G^d^Religigft;, and Virtue, do they ever 
f^j'fif^epre^[S6critc^ as the Apo- 

ttles preached- C*^ crucijjfd^ tho' Socrates 
died by Poifon, dttefting the Truth of his 
Doftrine, as Chri/t died by the Cr6fs to at- 
teft his ? Can it be ibppofed then that our 
Saviour*s Death held only the fame place in 
his Doftrine as the Death of Socrates held in 
his, i. e. as an Atteftation to the Truth of 
it, or fealing it with his Mood ? Can we 
perfuade ounelves, that when St. Pauldeter^ 
mined to know nothing elfe amongft the Corin- 
thians in Comparifon of Chrift and bini cru- 
ciffd^ that he meant merely the Martyrdom 
of Chrift to atteft theTruths of natural Reli- 
gion, of which he was the Reftorer i Surely 
the Death of Chrift upon the Crofs has fome- 
thing more to do in this our Gofpel, than 
die T>t2X}\ of Socrates had in his Philofophy j 
^t has more to dothjn merely to bear Witr 

ncfi 
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nefs to the Truth of his Doftrine, and t6 
convince the World that he was fcnt to pub- 
. lifli it ; fince his Crucifixion and Death, ac- 
cording to St. Paul's writing, lies as the 
Foundation of the Gofpel, that is, of the 
blcfled Tidings of Peace and Reconciliation 
to God, and the Recovery of finful Men to 
Holinefs and Huppinefs. 

The Qofpel is fo much concerned in the 
atoning Sacrifice of Chrift^ that 'tis reprcJ- 
fented by the Apoftle^ as a confiderable and 
very important pa:rt of the Meflage or IVofd 
cf Reconciliation committed fo him. 2 Cor. v.- 
19, 21. God was in Ciriji reconciling the 
tVorld tohimfelf^ not imputing their Trefpajfes 
to tbem^ —for be bath made him to be Sin 
for us who knew no Sin^ that we might be made 
the Right eoufnefs of God in him. 

^ery I V.T WOULD yet fiirther afk 

X ^g^ipP^y Why St, Paul Ihould 

frequently reprefent the Gofpel as a great 

Mffiery *, a deep and facred thing which the 

. D 3. ,\ . World 

* It is knai^it Mr^ Lacke has taaght fom/e I^erfons.^ 
imagine, that in almoil M not encirely| all the Places 
where the Word Myfteryu applyM to th* feofpej, it fc- 
hites chiefly or only to the preaching of it Co the Gin- 
hiesSLS well as to the ye^s, and the Admillion of the 
GentUes into the Kingdom of the M^ak^ I grant ic 
may includis this iii tWoor. three PlaeSi,i but 'tis fuffici- 
entiy evident, that ih feverkt other' Scriptures it refers 
to the Doarinesiof. the Gofpel itr<^r without . any ne- 
ceflary referefice to jt^e JL;eception of 4t by. iKt G«nti(t 
WoiJd ;■ W cbatii not my prcfcnt'5u&ucfe. " 
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TForld knew noty nor could know till it was 
reveaPd? KMyftery which was hid from Agts 
and Generations^ which was hid in God from 
all the antient Ages^ or from the beginning 
of the World, the Wtfdom of God in a Mjfie- 
ryj the manifoldfVifdom which is made knovm 
by the Church to the Principalities and Powers 
of Heaven^ (or which the Angels tbemfelves 
deftre to pry into^ as St. Peter Ipeaks) and 
which is made known to the Nations by preaclh 
ing the Myftery of Faith^ the great Myfierj 
of Godlinefs ? Is there any fuch depth of di- 
' vine Wifdom manifefted in the common 
Truths of natural Religion ? Is there any 
fuch hidden Myftery in the Do6trines which 
the Light of Nature teaches, as that the for- 
mer Ages of the World could not poffibly 
find it out, and which Angels are forced ta 
. pry intOy in order to learn it ? Is there, any 
thing that deferves fuch Language in the 
Didtates of Reafon, even if you fkould add 
the happy Refurreftion of the Body to theai» 
which is difcovered by Chrtft as die Reward 
of his Faithful Followers ? But that the Son 
of Gbd^whaiix;^// in theBofom of the father 
before 'the ff^orld wasy who was with Godj and 
who was God^ fhould take FJeJb and Blood 
upon him, that he might be capable of dy- 
ing, and th^t he fhould adhially die in the 
room and ftead of guilty Men as. a Sacrifice 
of Atonement, that he fhould reconcile them 
uGodhyhis heathy that he fliould rife a- 
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gain, and reign in Heaven to compleat this 
Salvation, and that finful Men mufl: obtain 
Pardoo of Sin and eternal Life, by the Suf- 
ferings and Death of the Son of God as a Sa- 
crifice in their ftead, and by Faith in his 
Blood ; this is fuch a Doftrine unknown to 
the World, fuch a divine Myftery asdeferves 
all thefe Expreflibns of Wifdom and Honour 
which the Apoftle applies to it. Tho* the 
Heathens as well as the Jews might eafily urtr 
derftand this Do6trine when.it was preach'fl 
to them^> according to the' Notion of Expi- 
ation by Sacrifices, which was familiar to 
them, yet it was originally a Mjfiery which 
diey could not have known without exprefe- 
Revelation, and they wereaverfe to receive 
ft when ^twas reveal^. 

^rty V.T WIL L make another Query,^ 
Jt and aflc Agrippa and his Friends 
again. Why St. Fdul fpeafcs of the Gofoel 
xACbrifi as (uch a Matter of Folly and Ri-- 
dicule in the efteem of the wife Men of this 
Worlds or th^ Heathen Philofophers, if it 
were little more than the Doftrine of the 
Light of Nature, the Rules of Virtue, and 
die Favour of God to thofe who* followed' 
diem with a Repentance of their former Vi- 
ces? Whyfliould he calL this Gofpel the- 
Foolifhnefs of preachings by .which it pleafed 
God tojave them that believe? Why fhould 
he ipeaLof his venturing to -^ttMVv '\t 9iS ^ 
JDL4, ^-Mc-^ 
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Matter of Courage fufEcient to boaft of, and 
that feveral times over •, that-&^ is not ajhamed 
ofihe Gofpel of Cbrifi \ thati'^ isnoi ajhamed to 
preach it even at Rome, and that he Ihould 
call the Crofs of Chriji his Glory ^ Rom. i. i6. 
and 2 Tim. i. 12. and Gal.v'u bearing up 
boldly thro' all the Reproach and Shame that 
was call upon his Dodrine by the Men of 
Wifdom and Philofophy ? If the mere Refto- 
ration of natural Religion was the grand 
Svbjeft or chief Theme of his Miniftry, 
would the Heathen Philofophiers Rave ever 
pronounced Foolijhnefs upon it ; or have put 
him to fhame for fuch fort of Do<5lrines as 
their own Reafon might teach them, and fe- 
veral of them did teach ? It is evident there- 
fore, that the Name of ChriJi crucijiedy in 
the Apoftle's Lips, includes in it the Recon- 
ciliation of finful Man to God, by the Suf- 
ferings of the curfed Death of the Crofi 
which J^fus endured, and which is laid at 
the Foundation of his Religion. This is 
that which fome of the Philofophers of 
Greece would deride and call Foolijhnefs ^ (viz..} 
for one Perfon to hope for Pardon of Sin 
and eternal Life by the Sufferings and Death 
of another ; and this is the Doftrine of which 
St. Paul is not afhamed, but makes it the 
Matter of his Sermons and his Glory. 

^eryYl.\jflGHT I be permitted 
' j[VA ^^ proceed in this fort of 

inter- 
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interrogative Manner, I would enquire, of 
Agrippa and his Companions, Whether a 
much meaner Perfonithan they themfelves 
believe Jcfus Cbrift to be, might not Have 
beea fufficient to be fent from God as a Pro- 
phet, to reftore natural Religion, and teach 
tlie World all the Dodrines which Chrift 
tai^ht them ? I . fuppofe they believe hiin, 
according to Scripture, to l^ the only begot- 
ten Son ofGad^ who lay in the Bofomofthe Fa- 
ther before the Foundation of the JVorU^ the 
Brightnefs of his Father* s Glory ^ and the ex- 
prefs Image of his Perfon^ by whom and for 
whom all things were created in Heaven and 
Earthy, vifible and invijible^ who 4s iSord 
of Angels, and to whom a)l the Principalities 
and Powers of the upper World are made fub- 
J££t^ and are but his miniftring Spirits. Now 
was it worth while for fo very illuftrious .a 
fieing, who is fo laear to Godhead even In 
their Senfe, to be lent down on this Earth to 
fpend a Life in Labour and Sorrows^ to 1^ 
fcoqrgcd and buffeted, and n^il^d to aCrpls, 
and explice there in the- miJll of Shame- and 
Agonies, if his chief Bufihefs had been to 
reftore natural Religion as a, great Prophet 
or Teacher, and to die in the Confirmation 
of it ? Mi^t not Ijfaiah or J-eremiab^ or one 
of the old jPrpphets have been raifed to Lifp 
for fucha Pvjrpofe as tliis, rather than the only 
Son of God Tent down to die fo cruel aDeathf 
Might not fome new Prophet have boea 
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raifcd up amongft Men, and been fiimifh'd 
with the Power of Miracles like Mqfes^ to 
have attefted all theTruths that Jefus preach- 
ed to the World, and then died as aMart7r 
for them, and rofe again to give them Omi- 
firination ? What Doftrine did our blefled 
Saviour ever pronounce, which the Tongue 
of a mudh inferior Perfon could not have 
pronounced ? What vifible Miracle did te 
work, which a Mofes or an Eltjah could not 
have wrought by CommiflSon from Heaven? 
Is the Choice of fo divine a Meffenger for 
(uch Purpofes of a mere Prophet, as might 
have been fulfilled by much meaner Perfons, 
agreeable to the Conduft of fupreme Wif- 
dom ? Or had the grear God fo little value 
for the Peace and Happinefs of his beft be- 
loved Son, as to make him a needlefs Sacri- 
fice ? Surely if we believe the Hiftory of the 
Gofpel, and the Language in which it isex- 
prefled, our own Reafon would teach us alfo 
to believe, that fo glorious a Pdrfbn as Je- 
fus Cbrift was fent down and died for fomc 
fuch grand and im'portant Defign as the 
Million and Death of a meaner Perfon could 
never effed, /. e. as the Apoftle Paula- 
preffes it,, to purge away our Sins by th Sa- 
crifice of bimfilf \ or as y^iliintfelf informs 
us, to give bis Life a Ranfom for finfiil Men.. 
And *tis well worthy of our Nbtice, that 
Sn feveral Places of the New Teftament,. 
where the Death of Cbr^ft and our Redemp 
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:i6h by it ^re mentioh'd, there the Dig^iity 
md fublimt Oiafadter of our Saviour is at 
*c fame time rcprcfented, to fliew us how 
|rcat a Pcrfon this was wtio muft die for pur 
»klvation, as in the Text now cited, Heb. i. 
R, 3. ^e Son of God who is appointed Heir of 
fff tbhigSy hy whom he mads the Worlds tK«Ba 
J the Brigbtnefi of Us Glory ^ and bis exprefi 
^mage\ and it is this glorious Perfoo wh6 
mrged away our Sins by bimfilfyi. e. by oflFer* 
hg Wmlclf a Sacrifice, as Heb. ix,*&-r. So 
^ol. i. 14. In whom we,have RedefMtion thrf'^ 
}is Bloody even the Forgivenefs of Sins \ who is 
be Ima^e-ofthe invijible Gddjtbe firft-bom of 
very Creature^ for by him were all things ere- 
Uedy vifible and invijible ^ Heb. ix! 13s, 14. 
J the Blood ef Bulls and Goats purified the 
tlejby See. bow much morejhalt the Blood of " 
Ibrijty who thrtf the eternal Spirit offered him^ 
Hf without Spot to Gbdy purge our Confciences 
rofn dead Works ? and in feveral other Pla- 
cs. Do not all thefe Reprefentations of the 
Matter teach uSy that the Death of a meaner' 
?crfon than the Son of God was notfufficient 
o attain thefe Ends, and confequently that 
b very glorious a Pcrfon was fentdown from'- 
heaven to live and die on Earth for fiich^ 
*urpofes as an inferior Pdrfon's Life and 
)e^th could never have attain d ? 

And as a much meaner Perfon than the 
k>n of God, (viz.) a Prophet or an Apoftle^ 
nighthavc been fent from Heavtmo xr».0^?- 
D 6 ^^ 
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all the Dodtrines which Cbrifi taught, andi 
become a Martyr for them v fo in fadt tl 
Apoftles and a thoufand Martyrs in the pr 
mitive Times did teach the fame DoArinc 
did bear witnefs to the fame Truths, and di 
aftually die in Confirmation of them : The 
iiiffered Deaths full of Barbarity ;Mid Angui£ 
in vindication of the fame Gofpd, they feal 
cd the fame Covenant of Grace with tbd 
Blood : And yet it is never faid concernin] 
any of them^ that they redeemed us with thci 
Bloody that they were made a Curfefor us^ a 
^ Sin-Offering to reconciU us tnQod: Thcj 
are never faid to make Atmement for our Sins^ 
rior to give their Lives as a Ranfom for us. 
They never are reprefented as bearing out 
Sins on their own Body on the T^ree^ tho*' feve- 
ral of them were crucify'd as well as Chrill\ 
nor are we ever faid to be waflJ^dfrom our Sins 
in their Blood. Thtfcarc Expreflions far above 
the Dignity of their Sufferings, and fuch a* 
belong only to the blelTed Jefus : It would 
be a fort of Blafphemy againft the Son of 
God to fpeak th^'s concerning the Apoftks 
and Martyrs. And yet why might not thefc 
. Expreflions be as well apply*d to the ApofUc|f 
aiid the primitive Martyrs, efpecially fucj|i 
as were infpired of God to. teach the. fame 
Doftrines, and appointed to die in vindica- 
tion of them, if their Sufferings were de- 
figned for the fame Purpofe, and meant the" 
£imc thijyg as the Sufferings of the Son of 
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Gfti ? A^ this rate we might have a hundred 
Saviovins and Redeemers, a hundred Sacrifices 
for Sin, and we might walh away our Ini- 
quities in the Blood of a hundred Martyrs. 
Whereas, alas ! the higheft and belt of them 
who ft and before the Throne of God in white 
Garments f Rev. vii. 14. they all w^yfe'^/i^^/r 
Raies and made them white in the Blood of the 
Lamb^ ,tho'they themielves came out of great 
tribulations^ laid down their ownLivesasWit- 
nelles tp the fame GofpeJ, and fet the Seal of 
their Blood to the Truth of the fame Promi- 
ks. Surely the biefled Jefus^ our only Re- 
deemer, died to accomplilh more fublime 
Purpoies than ^ver they could pretend to j 
he iaid down his Life to procure and obtain 
that Pardon and that Salvation both for theni 
and for us, which.no meaner Perfons could 
ever obtain by a thoufand Lives^or the Blood 
of ten thoyfaed M^tyrdoms. 
■ '.Perhaps Agrippa wiirtell me, thatCi&r^ 
himfelf exprefsly affures Pilate^ John xviii, 
yj. To this end waslborn^ and for this Caufi 
came Unto the Worlds that 1 fhould bear wit- 
nefs to the Truth-y and therefore it is evident 
from ^lis own Words that his prophetic Of- 
fice was; the very Defign of his Incarnation. 
[ fiot I hope ^4f ^f/^^ will allow this- Anfwer, 
I {v/z.) that Chnft came? into the World for 
fevcral Ends, of which this was but one, to 
bear witnefs to the Truth : And he himfelf as 
cxprclsly tells his Difciples,,that. dicrc i& ^^- 
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other End alfo for which he came, and it 
would have been to very little purpofe to have 
told Pilate oixhax^ Matt. xx. 28. Tfc Stm ^ 
Man came to give his Life a Ranfimfarnunrf^^ 
and John x. 10. / am come that the Sheep 
might have Life\ and in ver. 11. he infonns 
us by what means he procures this Lift ftr 
his Sheep, {viz.) lam the good Shepherd mti 
givetb his Life for the Sheep -, and ver 1 8 . wh^ 
received Commandment from the Father to lay 
dmm his Life^ and take it again. St; Pmd 
teaches the Jews the fame Dodlrinc, and 
afligns the fame End for Chri/Ps Incarnation, 
Heb/ii. 14, Becanfe the Children voert Par- 
takers of Flefh and Bloody Chrift bimfelftook 
partofthefame^ thatthrcf hk own Death be- 
might deftroy the Devil and his Works ; in 
Hei.x.'Sy Qc. becaufe the Jewifb Sacrificed 
and Offerings of Beads could not take away 
Sin, Chrifi liad a Body prepared for him^ that 
thrif the offering of this Body of Jefus once f^ 
allj we might be perfected by his mm Sacri- 
fice. AndPtf/^aflures us, i Pet. i. 10, 20. 
that wr are redeemed hy the precious Btood (f 
Chrifi^ who was fore-ordained from the Fom- 
dation of the Worlds but was manifefi in thefo 
JaftStmes. Thus h appears that the great 
End for which Chrift came, was to 'obtaifi' 
Pardon of Sin by dying for us. 

Let me add to this, that not only in the 
Decree of God, but in the very firft Promifc. 
given to Man after his Fall, Chriff is repte- 
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nted as one appointed to fufFer, Gen, iii. 
5. The Serpent was to bruife bis Heel. In 
ic firft and moft fignificant Figures of him 
f Sacrifices, his Death and Blood were pre- 
gured : In the various Promifes of theAf^ 
ah J elpecklly hj^<ffaiab and Ddniel^^ht is 
cid forth as a Saviour fr6m Sin, by his he- 
y r«/"^, by his differing and dyings and 
eing'W^^^ a Sin-offering. Are not all thefe 
lings fufficient ta^ teach Agrippa^ that our 
lefled Lord was not merely put to death by 
le occafionalRage of the wicked Jews 3,- 
ainft him as a Teacher of Holinefs, and a 
Lcformer of Mankind, as he fuppofe's, but 
at he was originally defigned and appoint- 
i to die a Sacrifice for Sin ?. 'Tis plain, that 
5 was early foretold and prefigured in the 
iromifes and Types and Prophecies under 
lis Charafter of a fuffering Saviour,, that 
»came into our* World for this End, and 
lat he was at laft delivered, or given up into 
le hands of his Crucifiers, ly the determi^ 
uie Counfel and Fore-knacJoledge of God, for 
lis Purpofe, AUs ii. 2^. And as fuch he is 
efcribed and preached by himfelf and 
is Apoftles. 

Paminus was g-oing on wfth his ^eries^ 
rhcn one. in t^e Company (I think it was 
iavenor) iAtt)mjpt^d%im thus : I have lately' 
.eard. Sir, that lome of the Friends and Fol- 
£>wers of AgrippahsLVt been made fenfible, 
hat a mere Mariyrdom to bear vntne^i to tte 
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Truth of the Gofpel^ is not fufEcient to anf\ 
the Purpofe defign'd by the Blood ofChr 
according to Scripture ; and therefore tl: 
have found out a new^ way to explain 1 
Phrafes of making Atonement for Sin^ a 
dying as a Sacrifice for our Stns ; they fu 
pofe them to reach a little further, and 
lignify to us, that as the Usages or Punii 
ment of Sin is Deaths fo the Death of Cb\ 
was defigned to fhew us what Sin defervc 
and by this means to difcovcr to us the gn 
Evil of Sin, and to excite us thereby to R 
pentance and a Life of Holinefs ;, and tl 
*tis chiefly in this manner that we are laid 
befaved by the Death ofChrifi^ or Salvation 
afcribed to his Blood, 

I grant, fays P^?«//Wi, this is fomethii 
nearer to the Purpofe than the former Ojf 
nion of mere bearing witnefs to his Gofpel as 
Martyr : but flill it fallis Jar fliort of t 
grand Expreflions and the plain Aflertio 
of Scripture, concernmg the Sacrifice 
Chrffi: and tho'' the Death of Cbrifi ^s i 
Atonement muft needs include this as 01 
Defign of it, (viz.),tofhew what our Sins d 
ferved^ yet this cannot be the whole Dodlrii 
which is meant by the facred Writers, whc 
they teach, us exprefsly the other End as 
Defign of Sacrifices, lyiz^ fuffering in ti 
room and flead of the Sinner in a much ftronf 
er .manner, and apply it to the Death ( 
Chri/ty faying, that he died for our SinSythi 

h 
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c gave himfelf a Ranfomfor Sinners^ that we 
re reconciled to God. by his Death ^ that bf 
xade pace by the Blood of his Crofs^ that he 
t deemed us from the Curfe of the Law^ by be- 
tg made a Curfe for us^ that he bare our Sins 
ir his Body on the Tree^ &c. all to fliew that 
fio* the Juftice of GocJ required Death for 
lin, yet the Mercy of God accepted of a 
iurety to die in the ftead of the principal Of- 
bndors. Why mufl: this more important 
)e(ign of Sacrifice btonly exprefs'd, if toother j 
irhich is far leis,, were the only thing that was 
neant ? Would not this lead almoft every 
x>mmon Reader into a grofs Miftake about 
he Defign of the Death of Chriji '? 

I wcKud inquire earneftly of the Friends 
tf^grippaj If the Ideas of the holy ApofUes 
nd of C^^himfelfwent no further in aU 
hiqir facrifical Expreilions concerning Chrift^ 
han to teach us what Sin deferred. Why do 
hey not fpeak thefe Ideas in proper Lan- 
;uage9 more plainly, direftly, and expreff- 
y ? Why fliould fuch Phrafcs befo frequent- 
y nfed, £^ making Atonement for Sin^ recon- 
ilingusto God. by bis Diathj and taking away 
ur Sins by iU Sacrifice^ if the Scripture 
neant no more than to fhew us what Sin de.- 
erves \ Is it not ftrange that neither Chrifi 
lor his Apoftles ihould ever once ufe that 
ixpreflipn among alL their Speeches or Wrir 
ings; or ever once t^lLus that the Death of 
. . - ..- ;■•■■•. . ■ . ChrJ^ 
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Chrift was confined to this Defign, if it really 
defigned nothing more ?' 

Befides, Did not all the bloody Sacrifices- 
which were offered under the Law, which 
wre faid to maKe Atonement for Sin, difco- 
ver that Sin defervcd Death? And what did 
the Death of Chrift do more than they ? 

When Man had finn'd at firft. Did not 
God appoint Sacrifices to be flain in the room' 
of the Sinner, not only to ftiew what Sin de- 
ferved, but thereupon he gnmted the Sinner 
a vifible Continuance in Life, to fhew that 
his Guilt was transferr^ to the Animal 'which 
was facrifiped ? Had not all the whole Train 
of expiatory Sacrifices from Adam davm to- 
Gbnfty. this Ikmc S^ification ?" and yet we 
lire told, Heb. x. 4. It is not,pffihh. that tik 
Blodd ofEulh and Goats Jbau7d really tah «- 
twpy ft>r, f. e. remove the Gtiilt of our SinJ 
from before God, who is Judge and Lord 
of Confcicnce. What did they ^ do then T 
Why,, they did that typically and in a way 
of Emblem^ which the Blood of the Son of 
God was to do really and efFe6hially. ^Tis 
very plain, that the Sacrifice of Ci&r^."j¥asta . 
cflFedt that which all the JW^/Va/ Sacrifices 
could not do : It was to remove from Men 
fuch moral Guilt as the Jewijh Sacrifices could 
not remove, and juftify us from that Guilt, 
from which the Law ojMofes could not jufiify 
us J Ads xiii, 39. The Jewr/b Sacrifices thcm- 
felves did not only (hew the Defert of Sin, 
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but, as I have faid before, did make a real 
and proper Atonement for civil or ceremonial 
Faults and Defilements in the fight of God as 
their political Lx)rd and the King of the Na- 
tion, and freed the Sinner from civil Punifh- 
ment ; and they did alfo make a typical A- 
tonement for the moral Guilt of the Offender 
before God, as the Lord and Judge of Souls 
andConfciences,./. e. they were the Types 
of fuch an Atonement. And tho* thefe Types 
were not much underftood by the Jews of 
old, yet they were* to be accompliflied and 
fulfilled by die bloody Sacrifice of the Son of 
God, or his offering up his own Life in the 
room of Sinners; and 'tis by this bloody 
Sacrifice of our Saviour, that tlie moral Guilt - 
. of Sin is really removed from the Souls and 
0>r^ciences or true Chriftians, as the tert^ 
\ numial Defilements or political Guilt of an^ 
j Ifraelite was taken away by the Blood of Bulls 
j and Goats. All thefe meaner Sacrifices would 
be fufficient to fliew that Sin deferyed Death ^ . 
but it reauires fuch a Dignity of Perfon as 
was found only with the Son of God, to take 
away our Sins, i. e, to make a real Atone- 
ment for the moral Guilt of the Souls of Men, 
of which all the former were but Shadows - 
and Figures. 

But to return to my Paper of Queries ; 1 
muft now entreat your Excufe for dwelling . 
upon thefe Reprefentations of things too long, 
^ and perhaps for rehearfing them too ofte^tv \ 
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But as I am fenfible of the great Importance 
oftheConteffithatis between us, I am con- 
tent to be called a Repeater^ if I may be fb 
happy as to hit the Soul of the Man who 
hears or reads this in a right Vein, and con- 
vey the Doftrine of the Propitiation of Chrifi 
for Sin with fome Light and Force to the 
Mind by all this Variety of Exprefiion, and 
this Repetition of Ideas. 

Here I defire it may be obferved, that fc- 
veral of the Queries which I have made con- 
cerning the Atonement of our Sins by tBeDeatb 
cfCbrijlj might be alfo made with the fiune 
Juftice concerning the SanHification of tmr 
Natures by the Holy Spirit \ which two great 
Doftrines are eminently and peculiarly fomc 
of the prime Subjefts and Glories of the Got 
pel, and are equally Befi out of Agrippd^ 
Creed- Can Agrippa ever fuppofe that all 
the Uluftrious and magnificent Expreffions 
which are ufed concerning the Work of the 
Spirit of God on the Souls of Men, to-fub- 
due their Sins, to give them new Hearts^ to 
change their Temper into Holincfs, and to 
comfort them by fhedding abroad a 3enfeof 
the Love of God in their Hearts^ can 6^ * 
conftrued into a mere Philofophical Love 
and Pra6tice of Virtue and Piety,, raifed by 
the rational Confideration of thofe Trutlw 
which were taught the Apoftlcs by the In- 
ftruftion of the Holy Spirit, or which were 
confirmed amon&Men by his extraordinary 

Gifts f 
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Gifts ? Is this all the Meaning of our being . 
t-egeneraied or born again of the Holy Spirtt ? 
John iii. Is this the Scnfe of thofe Promifes 
in Ezekiel and Zechary^ I will put a new 
Spirit within you ^ or I will put my Spirit in 
ytm^ and caufeyou to walk in my Statutes ; / 
mil pour out my Spirit upon the Houfeoflfr^Lel^ 
[-will pour upon the Houfe (?/ David the Spirit 
(f 'Grace and of Supplication^ jind they fhall 
look «?^ i>i^ whom they have pierced^ and 
mmm^ And when Chrift fays. Tour heaven-^ 
^Father fhall give his Holy Spirit to them that 
^ him ■: He that believeth on me, out of his 
Hetty Jhall flow Rivers of living Waters, which 
Zhrl^ fpake of the Spirit, the Comforter, the 
^ofy Gboji, whom the Father fhallfsnd{f2iY% he) 
n tny Name \ he fball teach you all things, 
\a^l guide you into all Truth, fhall abide with 
au forever : I grant indeed fom.e of the Ex- 
^reffions have a prime Reference to the ex- 
raordinary Gifts of the Apoftles, but others 
Jainiy belong to all Chrijiiam, and perhaps 
jl of them are applicable in a fecondary 
tenfe to every true Difciple of Chrift. 

But I proceed with the ^eries. Is this all 
he Meaning of the Apoftle Paul when he 
ays, ^e Lvoe of God isfhed4broad in our 
fj^rts by the Holy Gboft, Rom, v. He that 
hath not the Spirit of Chrift- is none of his ; 
%s many as 4ire led hy the Spirit of Qod, they 
are the Sons of God 5 the Spirit helpeth our In^ 
firmitiesyf^ we know not what tpejbonld pray. 
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frraswi ought ^ but the Spirit him/elf maketb 
Intercom for us^ Rom. viii. Uto' Chrifiim 
both have accefs by one Spirit unto the Father^ 
Eph. ii. Ifyethro" the Spirit do mortify tbe 
Deeds of the Body, ye fhall live, Rom. viii. 
We thro* tbe Spirit wait for tbe Hope ofRigth 
teoufnefs by Faitb, Gal. v. God batb ftm 
tbe Beginning cbofen you to Salvation tbr^ tbe 
Sanffifcdtion of the Spirit, and Belief of tbe 
truth ? 2 Theff. ii. faved us by tbe wafiing 
of Regeneration, and renewing of the, hSj 
Gbqfi, Tit. iii ? And does St. Peter mean 
no more than extraordinary Gifts, when he 
fays, Ele£l according to the Foreknou^^^ 
God tbro* Sanliification of the Spirit unto Obe- 
dience, I Pet. i. 2. and in ver. 22. Te have 
purify d your Souls in obeying the Truth tbrf 
the Spirit ? And does St. J^hn mean only the 
extraordinary Gifts of the Holy Spirit, when 
he fpeaks to all.Chriilians, to Fathers, youtig 
Men and Children, and tells them, Te have 
an UnSion from the Holy One which abidetb 
in you, and teaching you all things, i. e. all 
thing neceifary to Salvation ? And n^any 0- 
ther Exprei&ons there are of this kind which 
are fcattered thro* the New Teftament ^ JVfe 
Man can fay Jtfus is Lord, but by the Hetf 
Spirit, I Cor. xii- Tt isra the Ep^le of Chri^ 
written, not with Ink, but with the Spirit tf 
the Living God^ 2 Cor. iii. If tbe Spirit 9 
bimthat raifed Jefus froip.tbe dead dwell in ^ 
youj befball juu;hn your .mortalSodies by bis I 

^^ I 
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spirit that dwelleth in you^ Rom. viii. Xe 
tre buildtd together for an Habitation of God 
'hrb^ the Spirit \ with many and various 
Phrafes tx> the fame purpofe. And is not 
:heGk)fpel itfelf fuppofed on this account 
o be caBedcthc Mintftration of the Spirit?. 
•jet me enquire now. Would it not be a very 
lifficult and painful Ta(k for any Man of 
aJt Reafoning, andafmcereConfcience to 
Qterpret all thefe Scripture-Expreffions con* 
:erning the Work of the Holy Spirit on 
VIcn in a juft Conformity to Jgrippd'sCrced^ 
ind confine them aU to extraordinary Gifts, 
nerely as an Evidence of the Truth of the 
jroipel at the firft Promulgation of it to the 
World? What! have we had nothing to 
lb with the Operations of the Spirit of God 
n the New Teftament for thefe fixteen hun- 
Ired Years ? Were all the Promif^ of the 
Did TdEtament, concerning the Blefled Spl- 
it fo en^rely fiilfiJPd in the firlt Agq of 
^hriftianity, that we have nothing now to 
mcA from them ? Are dl the Comforts of 
his Spirit-in the New Telfeiment fpent and 
adiaioted, fo that none of them remain for 
^hriflians in our Day ? And is the fame Got 
>el now become a fpiritlefs- Gofpel to Men, 
rithout a divine Converter^' or a ditine 
Comforter? 

fl^efy VILTNthe feventh PUce I would 
JL afrX^ave to put .this Que-> 
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ftion alfo to Agrippa and his Friends, Arc 
not the Sacraments oiBaptifm and the Lor^s 
Supper generally and juftly efteemed to be 
comprehenfive Emblems of the peculiar Glo- 
ries of Chriftianity, and were they notin- 
ftituted to keep in mind the chief and moft 
Ipecial Bleffings of the Gofpel, the peculiar 
and important Doftrines of the bleflcd Je- 
Jus ? Now what is it thefe two Sacraments 
reprefent to us ? Does not Baptifm defign to 
exhibit the Purification of our Souls from 
Sin, and the change of our Tempers to Ho- 
linefs by the Spirit of God, which is reprc- 
fented 2^ Rivers of Water ^ as clean Water^ 
cithef poured out or fprinkled upon uSj which 
Ihall make us clean ind holy ? And in aHu- 
fion to this. Does not Chr0 himfelf tell us> 
that we muft be born of Water and of the Spi- 
rit^ if ever we would fee the Kingdom of God f 
that we muft be wafh'd and purify M from 
our finful Habits by the Spirit of God, and 
become penitent and holy in Heart and Life? 
and that we muft enter into theProfclEon of 
Chriftianity by Baptifm as the Symbol of 
this inward and divine Purification? But 
where 4s this to be found in the Creed of 
Agrippa? .-'^ ' . >: 

The other Cer6mony-of the Gofpel is the 
Lord^s Supper ; and what does this reprefent 
in the Inftitution of it by our blefled Saviour? 
Does not he himfelf tell us in the Form of 
this Inftitution^ that it is the R^refentation 
, . 2 of 
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of his own Body which was broken for us by 
Wounds upon the Crofs, and his own Blood 
which was Jhed there for the Remiffion of Sins ^ 
under the two phin Emblems of Bread and 
Wine ? But are not thefe facred Reprefenta- 
tions of fuch important Truths, explained a- 
way by a forced Conftruftion of the Words ? 
Can fuch ftrong Expreflxons of a dyii^ Re- 
deemer receive due Honour by a .Confine- 
ment of them to a mere Memorial of a dying 
Martyr to confirm his Doftrine, or by fink- 
ing them to a mere figurative Manifeftation 
•of what Sin defcrvcd, without any proper 
Elxpiation of it ? Would an expiring Pro- 
phet utter fuch Speeches as would naturally 
lead his Difciples into fb great a Miftake ? 
Would the Saviour of the World in his laft 
Converfation with his Friends, betray them 
into fuch fuperftitious Errors as Agrippa fup- 
pofes the Doftrine of his Atonisment for Sin 
to be ? Would liis Wifdom . and his Good- 
nefs either incline or permit him to tell his 
Difciples fo exprefsly, that his Blood, was 
ihed for the Remiffion of their Sins, and mean 
no more by it than Agrippa does ? 

^ery VIII. A F T E R I had proved 
Jl\, by the Force of the for- 
mer Queries, that the Gofpel doth evident- 
ly re vcial'this Dotirine. of Cz&rj^V Atonement 
for Sin^ and our Saxilif cation by theHoly Spi- 
rit^ then to confirm this yet further, I 
E " v^o\3\.\ 
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would inquire of Jgrippa in the next place, 
What were the moft neceffary and moft im- 
portant Bleffings which Mankind in their fin- 
ful and miferable Eftate ftood in need of, 
and which accordingly the Gofpel reveals 
and beftows ? Tell me, Agrippa^ what are 
our chief Neceflities, and what are the chief 
Favours which we want from Heaven ? 

Do we not find ourfelves guilty before 
God by our many Iniquities and Violations 
of his holy Law ? Do not our Hearts accufc 
and condemn us ? And do we not ftand in 
need of divine Forgivenefs ? Is not the a- 
waken'd Confcience of Man in his natural 
Eftate, follicitous how he (hall obtain Par- 
<k)n of the great God ? Has not this been the 
Inquiry of thoughtful Perfons in all Ages, 
Wbatjhall I do to appear before the Lord^ and 
to bow myfelf before the moft high God with 
Acceptance ? Has there not been a general 
Tradition among Jews and Gentiles^ that the 
Anger of God was to be removed by Saai- 
fices, or the putting to death of fome ani- 
mal Creature in the room of criminal Men ? 
Whfence came this univerfal Tradition? 
Whence this general Senfe of Mankind, that 
there muft be an Atonement for Sin made 
by Sacrifices? It does not look like the In- 
vention of Man, asPorpiyry has fliewn long 
ago, to cut living Creatures to pieces, and 
bum their Entrails, in order to pleafc his 
Maker. Is it not highly probable therefore 

that 
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that it was fome original Inftitution of God, 
or divine Appointment, attended with a 
Promife or Encouragement to hope for Mer- 
cy from an offended God ? And what could 
fiich Sacrifices of brute Creatures fignify to 
this purpofe •, but as they were Figures of 
fome more valuable and richer Sacrifice ? 
And is not this the very thing which the 
Gofpel of CAri^ reveals, and hereby anfwers 
the foUicitous and anxious Inquiries of guilty 
Men ? even that there is Forgivenefs to be 
found with God, and that the Sacrifice of 
Atonement is his own Son, by whom we have 
Redemption from Punifhment in his Bloody 
even the Forgivenefs of Sins thro" the Riches of 
bis Grace ? . 

jigainy What is the next chief Concern 
and Inquiry of an awakened Soul ? I find my 
Nature prone to Sin, my Senfes and Paffions 
lead me aftray from the inward Diftates of 
my Duty : Temptations in this World are 
great and many, my own Strength to refift 
them is but Weaknefs, they prevail over 
me notwithftanding all my better Refolu- 
tions. Is there no AfTiftance in this difficult 
Work-to be obtained from Heaven, whereby 
I may keep myfelf from the Defilements of 
a finfiil World, and ferve and pleafe my 
Maker and jny God ? And is not this alfo 
anotljer Blefllng which the Gofpel reveals ? 
even the Spirit of God promifed to mortify 
our Sins, to renew our Souls to Holinefs, to 

E 2 ^W&A^ 
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fanftify us and reform us toa heavenly Tem- 
per, to enable us in fomc mcafure to do our 
prcfent Duty here, and fit us for the Enjoy- 
ment of God hereafter i 

Thus that facred Book, the New Tefta- 
ment, difcovers to us thofc two moft emi- 
nent and important BlelTings which an awa- 
kened Sinner feels himfelf to ftand in need 
of ; and yet Agrippa has left thein both out 
of his Creed. 

^ery IX.QI N C E the Gofpel has re^ 
1^ vealed thefe two Bleffings in 
fuch exprefs Language for the Relief of fin 
ful Man: What is there in the Defcription 
or Propofal of them in the Golbel that lies 
crofs to the Dictates of right Realon ? What 
is there in the literal Senfe of thefe Doctrines 
that is contrary to the Nature or Perfcdions 
of God, or difagreeable to the Reafon of 
Man ? What is there that fhould conftrain 
us to conftrue them into a metaphorical Senfe, 
and to explain them merely as Figures and 
Emblems ? It is granted, indeed, that the 
Reafon of Man could not find them out ; yet 
when once they are revealed and propofed 
to us. Do they not appear very confident 
with ovir beft Reafonings about God or Man, 
and confiftent alfo with all odier Parts of di- 
vine Revelation ? 

It muft be confefs'd there are fome thii^ 
fb defcnbed in Scripture, as makes it neco^ 

fary 
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fary to explain them by the help of Tropes 
and Figures ; as for inftance, there are fe- 
veral Expreffions which reprefent God to us 
as feeing with his £jy«, as bearing witfi his 
EoTs^ as working with his HandSy.sis rejoicings 
as grieving, as repenting, £5? r^ and thcfe can- 
riot bcunderftood in their literal Senfe, be- 
caufe it is contrary to the Nature of God, who 
is a Spirit, contrary to our Reafon in our bed 
AppreKenfions of God, and 'tis alfo contra- 
ry to other Places of Scriptiu-e where God 
is declared to be ^ Spirit, who hath no bodi- 
ly Rirts or PafTipns : And thefe are fufficient 
Arguments to conftrain us to forfake the li- 
teral Senfc, and to cbnftruc thefc Expreffions 
in Scripture asnpicre Figures and Refemblan- 
ces of divine Things, fpoken after the man- 
ner of M ca. So in che L6rd*s Supper, when 
Cbri^ fays, TXw Bread is my Body, it cannot 
be undcrftood in the literal Senfe, bccaufc 
•tis contrary to the Teftimony of our Senfes, 
our Reafon, and the Scripture, that the 
Body of Chrift ftiould be handled and eaten 
by the Apoftles, and yet at the fame time 
be fitting at the Table and eating with them, 
with a hundred other Abfurdicies whichattend 
the Popilh .Dodbine of Tranfubflantiation ; 
it muft be therefore a figurative Expreffion, 
and 'tis hard to conceive how any reafonab^c 
9,nd honeft Mind ihould miftake the tru e 
Meaning, (wz J this Bread is the Sign or Fi^ 
gure of my Body. 

^ E 3 '^^sx 
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But in the plain fcriptural Dodrines of the 
Atonement of Cbrijifor Sin^ and the.Afliftan- 
ces or Influences of tbeBleJfed Spirit^ towards 
the reftoring of our Natures to Holinefs, 
there is nothing abfurd, nothing inconfiftent 
with Reafon, or with other Scriptures, fo 
as to make it neceflary to conftrue them by 
Tropes and Figures. This may be made 
fufficiently to appear, if wc aik but a few 
Queftionson eachofthefe Subjefts. And firft, 
of the Atonement of Chrift for our Sins. 

Is it not a moft reafonaJ)le thing that a 
Penalty fhould be annexed to the Tranfgref- 
fion of God's holy Law, in order to deter 
Men from finning agaihft Goci ? Is not Death 
a proper Punifhment for Sin ? Hath not the 
Tranfgreffor well deferred it ? Is not the Ex- 
ecution of this Threatning a proper Means 
to fecure the Honour of God's Authority, 
his Juftice, and his Government of the 
World ? But is there no room for Mercy to 
interpofe and fave here and there a Criminal? 
May not divine Juftice receive the fame Ho- 
nour, and the Authority arid Government 
of God be as efFeftually fecured in the World, 
by making it appear that Sin is punifhed, 
and the Penalty executed upon ^willing and 
,avow*d Surety, as if the Sinner himfelf were 
punilhed ? Will not the World learn hereby 
how dangerous a thing it is to tranfgrefi tfe 
Law of God, when it appears that even 
Mercy itfelf will not releafe the Sinner with- 
out 
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out fome atooin^ Sacrifice, without fome 
Demonftration of the Juftice of the Law of 
God, and his Hatred of Sin ? And when 
fo glppious a Perfon, and one fo dear to God 
as Iriis own Son, becomes the Surety, How 
dpt\i this more abundantly manifeft that God 
i^ill not fpare wilful Criminals, fince even 
his own Son muft be fmitten w^hen he be- 
comes a Surety for the Sinner, rather than 
Sin Ihould go unpunifli*d ? I would afk yet 
further. Why Jgrippa fhould think this Doc- 
trine unreaionable? Is not Suretifhip for 
Debts a common thing among Men ? Is it 
not pra<5tifed daily ? And is not the Surety 
feized, and the D^bt exafted from him, if 
the principal Debtor be infolvent ? Is he not 
made to fufFer Imprifonment, and all the 
Hardfliips of it on the account of the Princi- 
pal ? And is not the Debtor difcharged if 
the Surety pays the Debt ? In criminal Cafes 
indeed Suretifhip is not fo "frequent among 
Men, for they have not fuch abfolute Pow- 
er over the Life or Limbs of themfelves or 
others, nor Ixave they fo much Love for 
their Friends. But what good Reafon is 
there, or can there be, why the Son of God, 
who had Power over his own Life, and whofe 
Compaflion to guilty Man was exceeding 
great, might not become his Surety, and 
fofFer Death in his flead, /. e. pay the Debt 
of Suffering, which the finfiil Creature owed 
JO a juft God ? 

E 4 \i 
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Is there not hereby a new and fenfible 
Honour done both to the Mercy and the 
Juftice of God the univcrfal Governor, ari- 
ling from this Contrivance of his Wifdom, 
to punifli Sin on fuch a Surety, and yet to 
fave finful Creatures, both which could 
hardly have been glorified any other way ? 
for if the Penalties had been fully executed 
on the Sinner, Mercy would have loft its 
Honours -, or if the Sinner had been par- 
doned without an Atonement, the Juftice 
and Authority of God the Governor, would 
^eem to have been too much neglefted and 
difhonour*d. Thus this Doftrine of Atone- 
ment is fo far from diminifliing the Hofiour 
of the Attributes of God, that it highly ex- 
alts them. 

As to tht/econd Doftrinc, (viz.) the Infiu- 
tnces of the Spirit ofGodtofanSHfy ourNaturt^ 
what is there more agreeable to Reafon than 
this ? When God faw the wcaknefi of his 
Creature Man fince the Fall, to change bis 
own Nature into Holinefs, and to fulfil his 
Duty, how agreeable is it to our beft Ap- 
prehenfions of the Mercy of God; to fuppoi'c 
that he would afford Ibmc divine Aids to 
thofe who feek them ? that he would graci- 
oufly alfift the feeble Endeavours of his 
Creatures to repent of Sin, and to fpend their 
Lives in Obedience to their Maker, ?uid that 
■ by the Operations of hi^ own Spirit ; and 
th^t by this Spirit of his he would enable 

weak 
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w^ak Creatures to overcome their powerful 
Temptations ? 

But I am very briefinthefe Enquiries, be- . 
caufe the Objeftions againft thefe Do6b"ines 
have been often and' abundantly fatisfy'd in 
Anfwersthat have been given to Socman 
Writers in former and later Times. Since 
therefore there is no neceffary Reafon that 
requires us to conftrue thefe fcriptural Ex- 
preffions into Tropes and Figures, Why 
fhould we not underftand the divine Defcrip- 
tions of thefe Bleflings of the Gofpel in their 
own moft evident and proper Senfe ? Why 
fhould not sAgrippa underftand them as we 
do in their plain Meaning, fince I am per- 
fuaded Agrippa wants them as much as we ? 
Why does he not humbly receive them, and 
live upon them as the Favours of a conde- 
Icending God ? Or let him boldly declare, . 
that he aoes not want them, and therefore 
he cannot believe them. 

^try X. /I N D now the very laft En- 
jf\ quiryl (hall put to Agrippa 
and his Frienos, is this, which I mentioned 
before in my Difcourfe, When you turn 
thefe peculiar Glories and Bleffings of the 
Gofpel into Tropes and Figures^ what is it 
you aim at, or expe<ft to gain by it ? What 
IS the Advantage pretended or hoped for by 
all this Force upon the Scripture, but by 
ftrippingthc Religion of Cbrt^ oJVxa^5Wi>\- 
E 5 >^^^ 
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liar Honours, to make it appear more like 
the Religion of Nature, both to ourfelvcs 
and our Infidel Acquaintance ? But give me 
leave to alk in the Name of God, Why are 
we fo much afhamed of thefe peculiar and 
fupernatural Glories of the Gofpel, whicli 
were fent from Heaven as the choiceft Blef- 
fings to a wretched World ? Muft all the 
reveaPd Doftrines of God and his Son be 
brought down tothe Relifh and Guft of A- 
fidels^ before we who call ourfeLves Chri^ 
fiians dare to believe them ? Is there noTnith 
of God to be credited unlefs it fquare with 
their Opinions ? Why ftiouid we be fo fol- 
licitous to avoid the Difpleafureof thofe who 
deny and ridicule thefe Articles of Faith, 
which are the obvious and . facred Meaning 
of the Words of Scripture, and which are 
given us to be the Life of our Souls ? Why 
are we fo fond to pleafe and flatter thofe 
Men who deny the plain and exprefs Doc- 
trines of the New Teftament, and deftroy 
- the moft natural Senfe and Defign of the two 
Sacraments, the two only Ceremonies of the 
Chriftian Religion ? Why fo zealous and 
foolifh to compliment the profefs'd Adver- 
faries of Cbriji and his bleffed Gofpel at 'fo 
dear a rate, as to part with the nobleft Fa- 
vours of Heaven to humour and pleafe them? 
To conclude^ if thefe were L)o6lrines or 
Propofitions only mentioned occafionally, 
and but once or twice in tk;i Bible •, if they 
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were only taught in Emblems and Metaphors 
and dark Prophecies 5 if they were only 
hinted in the warm and pathetic Parts of 
Scripture, and never mentioned in thofe 
Places where the Dodtrines of Chriftianity 
were prbfeffedly taught j if they were preach- 
ed only by one Apoftle, or only written in 
one part of an Epiftle 1^ if they were fuch 
Do6trines as flood contrary to the Nature of 
God or the Reafon of Man ; if they received 
no Teftimony or Support from the former 
Revelations of God, or from other Parts of 
the divine Difpenfations towards Men^ an 
honeft and ftudious Man might be ready to 
fufpeft, whether the Words which exprefs 
them ought to be conftrued in the literal 
Senfe ; or at leaft, whether they were Ar- 
ticles of any Importance in Chriftianity. 
But when this Scheme of Truth is fpoken of 
by Cbrift himfelfas far as was proper, in his 
Life-time, and that both in Parables and in 
plain Language ; when it is plainly taught 
by Peter and John 2^ well as Paul^ and that 
not only in one part of their Writings, but 
in almofl every Place where the great Doc- 
trines of Chriftianity are defigrtcdly taught, 
and where fuch Truths might properly be 
inferted ; when their Epiflles arc full of this 
Language wherefoever they fpeak of the 
great anu important Dodrines of the Gofpel, 
or of the praftical Ufes of them ; when it 
IS foretold by the ancient Prophets, prefigji- 
E 6 ^^^ 
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red in the chief Ceremonies of the anticnt 
Churchy and held forth in the Sacraments of 
the New Teftament ; I fay, when I put all 
thefe things together, and others which I 
have mentioned as Proofs of thefe two emi- 
nent Articles of Chriftianity, I am fo over- 
powered with Evidence concerning the true 
and plain Meaning of the Language of 
Scripture, that I am ready to wonder how 
it is poffible for any Man of Reafon in the 
fincere exercife of it, to read the New Tef- 
tament, and not fee there thefe great Articles 
of the Atonement fcr our Sins by the Blood of 
Chrijl^ and the San£liftcation of our Hearts 
by the Holy Spirit. 

I would therefore intreat Agrifpa and Ms 
Friends toconfider once again, wlvether they 
may not be miftaken in their ftrange Inter- 
pretations of the Word of God. I would 
intreatthem once again to read the Gof- 
pels and Epiftles with ah honeft Heart and 
without Prejudice or Byafi from xheir for- 
mer Opinions. And with their Studies fct 
them join their eameft Supplications to the 
great God to guard them from Eri-or, and 
fcad them into all Truth ; and at the fame 
time let them maintain a pious Refolution 
to fubjeft their Belief and Confciencc to 
every thing that ihall appear to be the plain 
Meaning of God in his Word : He givetb 
fFifdom to them that ask it i he givetb to thojt 
who are good in his fights Wifdom^ Under- 
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ftunding^ and K}iowledgc : He beftows TVifdopi 
on the humble^ and the meek will he guide in 
bis way \ be will Jhew them the Secret of bis 
Covenant^ and lead them into his Salvation. 

SECT. III. '^^ 

w if' 

He Importance of the DoSirine of ChriJ? s 
Atonement for Sin argued. 

CSAVENOR was one of the Friends 
- and Difciples of Agripfa^ tho* Pauli- 
nus knew it not. When he heard 
thefe Queries of Paulinus, he was ftruck 
with a fenfible Surprize to find the whole 
Current of Scripture run fo contrary to the 
Opinions he had lately embraced, and he now 
confefs'd he had never well ccnfidcred thefe 
' Matters before . The Cafe in fhort was this : 
He had fallen into Company with fome Per- 
fons who weje almoft weary of Chriftianity, 
and had dropt as much of it as their Confci- 
cnces would Ipt them part with at once : He 
was too eafily led away from his former Faith 
by the Ridicule which was often caft by the 
Difciples or Friends of Agrippa on thefe Doc- 
trines which Paulinus defended: He was 
born down by the Bounces and Boafts ofjufi 
R^afoningj which they never faiPd to make, 
.and which, as l^iey pretended, lay all on 
their fide. However, he feemed at ^reCetvt. 
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aftonifhy to obferve, that the glorious De- 
figns of God and his Grace in theGofpel^ led 
us plainly into other kind of Do6lrines than 
what is contained in Agrippc^^ Creed, and 
particularly that concerning the Atonement 
0f Cbrififor Sin. He could not at once freely 
and utterly renounce his Errors, yet he was 
a little afraid to perfift in t^em. He felt a 
fenfible Concern about his eternal Interefts, 
- and fell to inquiring, upon Suppofition that 
this Scheme of Agrippa concerning the De- 
fig-ns of the Death of Chrifi fliould prove to 
be a Miftake, whether it were not an inno- 
cent Error. *' Are there not many Miftakes, 
*' faid he, concerning fome Truths of the 
** Chriftian Religion, and concerning the 
*' Senfe of many Texts in the New Tefta- 
" ment^ which are very pardonable things ? 
*' And what greater Mifchief is there in de- 
" nying the proper Atonement of Cbrifi 
*' than in many other miftaken Opinions 
" which Paulinus himfelf yould grant 
." might be received and embraced very in- 
** nocently, and without danger to our 
^*' Chriftianity?" 

• Ferventio^ who was a very warm and zea- 
lous Defender of the common Faith, and 
much in the fame Sentinients with Paulinus^ 
as to the Doftrines of the Gofpel, immedi- 
ately took fire when he heard Cavenor aft 
fuch aQueftion as this: What mifchief ^ fays 
h^^ is there in thefe Opinions ? There is % 
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long and^readfiil Train of mighty Mifchiefs 
in them, there's a great Appearance of Infi- 
delity, and a large Step toward it : There is 
a bold Affront offered to Scripture in fome 
of its plaineft Revelations, and a Denial of 
the bleffed Gofpel in fome of its chief Glo- 
ries : There is unfpeakable Injury done to 
the Honour of God both in his Juftice and 
- his Grace, there is a finking of the Dignity 
of the Son of God as a dying Mediator into 
a mere Prophet iind Witnefs \ and there is a 
dreadful Rifque and Hazard to the Souls of 
Men, by encoumging them to venture into 
the Prefence of God without a Sacrifice. 
This is not a little Difpute about the Logical 
Relations of the Atonement ofChrrJi to our 
Pardon ; nor whether the Sufferings and 
Death of Chri/i3.s a Propitiation for Sin muft 
be properly imputed to us, or whether we 
mufl rely upon their Merit merely as the 
P7'ic€ of a Salvation purchafed for us : This 
is not a Strife about Words, nor a lefler Con- 
troverfy whether Faith is an Inftrument to 
receive this Atonement, or a Condition of 
having the Fruits of it beflow'd upon us : 
No, th^ Contefl here is, Whether our Lord 
Jefus Cbrift made any Atonement for Sin at all 
or noy by all his Sufferings ? And whether his 
Death laid any fw^b fort of Foundatioft for our 
hope of Pardon ? We may bear with a hun- 
dred Errors dndMiflakesin the leflTer things 
of Chriftiaiiity, the doubtful Diffutables yx 
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OpiAion and Praftice, as the Apoftle calls 
them, Rom. xiv. Thcfe may be lafcly de- 
bated on both fides among wife and humble 
Chriftians of different Sentiments -, but I hope 
the Doftrineof t\it proper Atonement of Cbrifi 
for Sin (hall never be numbcr'd among the 
doubtful Vifputables : I own I have fuch a 
formidable Idea of the Denial of it, that I 
can hardly think fuch a grofs Error ought to 
be born with in a Chriftian Church, where 
it is openly avowM and maintain'd in oppo- 
fition to fo many exprefs Scriptures. Let 
us but take a more particular SLirvey of the 
Mifchiefs of this Opinion, and then let Ca- 
venor tell me whether it be fuch a harmlcfs 
Miftake as he imagines. . 

ift. Is not a Denial of the Propitiation of 
Cbriji for Sin a very evident Renunciation 
of one of the chief Glories and Bleflings of 
Chriftianity ? And to make this appear, I 
would enquire. Was not tliis Doftrine one 
of thofe noble and needful Revelations 
brought to us by the Gofpel ofCbri/i^ which, 
as Paulinus has intimated, the Heathen Phi- 
lofophers never knew, and which,the Rca- 
fon of Man could never find out? Is it not 
fuch a compleat Atonement and fuch a di- 
vine Medium of obtaining Pardon of Sin 
and Peace with God, which all the Gentilt 
World fcem*d to* want, and which they 
jbught for in vain amoiyg their endlefs Invcn- 
tions of Ceremonks arid'Rkes,^Tvd bloody . 

t 
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Sacrifices, and which the Jews thcmfclves 
were acquainted with but in an impiirfedl 
Manner by the Types and Figures of their 
Law ? Where is the Religion that can pro- 
pofe iiich a Relief for a guilty Confcience, 
fuch a Balm as this for the broken Heart of 
a penitent Offender ? And does not the Denial 
of it fink the Gofpel of Chrift in this rcfpedt 
almoft down to the Level of Heathen Phi- 
lofophy and to the Religion of Nature, 
whereby a fincerc Penitent might derive 
Ibme kind of hope of the Foi^ivenels of 
Sin from the mere Mercy of a God ? Nor 
indeed does it leave us fo much of this divine 
Doifbrinc for the Comfort of mourning Pe- 
nitents^ as the Jews chjsmfchnes cnjoy'd under 
their Veils and EmblcLms, and fmoaking 
Sacrifices. 

In the two laft Centuries, when the Doc- 
trine of Socinus prevailM in feme Parts of 
Europe^ who deny'd the SatisfaAion of Chrift 
for Sin, our Fathers were wont to charge it 
with a Reduftion of Cbriftianity to a fort of 
Mabumeiifm \ for the "Turks confefs Chrift. to 
be a great Prophet ; they believe the Pardon 
of Sin, and the Refurreftion of the Dead, 
and the future Recompences of Heaven and 
Hell : But how much more does the Scrip- 
ture teach of the way to obtain Salvation 
than thi; Alcoran does, if the Doftrine of the 
' proper Sacrifice of Chrift be fet afide, with 
all the blefled Truths and Duties which are 
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derived from it? The Soctnian Error (faith 
Dr. Arrawfmitb in his TaSica Sacra) is more 
properly called a fubtil Mabumetifm^ and it 
opens Us Mouth as a Whirl-pool of Irreligton. 
And Gr(?//tfj himfelf in his Epiftle to Wal^ 
laus^ fpeaking of the Socinians^ upon this 
account will not allow them the Title cf 
Chriftians ; for they have preferved^ izys he, 
Chriftianity in the Name^ but they k^ve de- 
ftroy*dthe!Thing 5 and therefore lean mate hi 
little difference between them and the Mahome* 
tans^ who never fpeak evil ofChriJi. 

The Papi^Sy who have, corrupted Chri- 
ftianitybeyond all that ever went before them, 
yet have not debafed it to this extreme De- 
gree ; for tho* they have introduced their 
Failings and Scourgings and variousPenances 
to make a fort of Satisfaftion for their Sins, 
yet they never renounced the proper Atone- 
ment and Satisfaftion of Chrtfty but always 
maintained that Doftrine in honourable Lan- 
guage; and they lay the Foundation even of 
all the Merit of .their own Mortifications, 
and their Devotions upon the fuperior Merit 
of the Son of God : But Jgrippa and his Par- 
ty in this refpeft are worfe than the Papifts 
themfelves, for they renounce and cancel the 
Merit of the Death ofChriJij and exclude it 
from making any Atonenierit at all for the 
Sins of Men. 

In the prefent Age the late Dr. Samuel 
Clarke J tho' he hath publickly departed from 

the 
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the common Faith in his Book written on 
:He Do<5trine of the Trfniiy, yetftill he main- 
rains the SatisfaSlion and Aunenient of Chrijij 
ind has vindicated it in his Treatife of Re- 
vved Religion, and in feverai of his Ser- 
mions which have been printed fince his 
Death, He tells us. Vol IV. p. 122. that 
the Sacrifice of the Death of Chrift^ which is 
the Foundation of God's accepting our Repen- 
tance^ .conjijtently with the Honours of his di- 
vine Laws^ was inejlimably the great eft Blef- 
ling that ever, was confer^ d on the Sons of 
Men ; yea^ the Fountain and Springy and the 
original Foundation of all other Bleffmgs, Now 
wlmt could Dr. Clarke think of their Religi- 
on who deny ,the very Foundation of God's 
accepting our Repentance, who deny that 
which is thcgreateft BleflTing of God to Men, 
ahd the original Fountain pf all others ? Or 
what fhall we think of fuch a Dodlrine, or 
fuch a; fort of Chriftianity as this ? 

I muft confefs, in my Opinion, fays Fer- 
ventio^ Dr^. Clarke^ as great a Man as he 
was, talked very inconfiftcntly in maintain- 
ing the Doftrine of the Satisfatlicn ofChrift 
for Sin J while he deny'd his true Divinity. \ 
for where is fufEcient Excellency in the Per- 
fontomake fuch- Atonement, if it be not 
founded in fupreme Godhead ? 

Cavenor \vas3, little warm'd to fee fo great 
a Writer accufcd as abfurd and inconfiftent. 
I won't pretend, fays he, to defend Dr. 
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Clarkeh Sentiments about the Perfoh of Cbriji 
or about his Sacrifice of Atonement -, but this 
I may venture to Ciy, there is no fuch In- 
confiftency between them as you imagine : 
Does the Scripture exprefsly fay, *tis fuprcme 
Godhead in our blefled Saviour that alone 
can make Atonement for Sin ? Where docs 
that Text ftand ? Now fince Dr. Clarke zl" 
lows him to be fo excellent aBcing, as to be 
employed by the Father in rnaking this World 
and all the Inhabitants of it ; Is there not 
Worth and Merit enough in the Maker to 
die asa Ranfomfor the Things that he made? 
Is he n€rt a Being of fuflicient Dignity to rc- 
dee.m a WoricTof Mankind bv his •l^cadi, 
when they arc all the Works of his Hands? 
But this only by the way : I would not di- 
vert the Current ofyour Zeal: Nor wotiH I, 
fays Ferventio^ fiiflfcr this to gaunanfwcred •, 
but I muft now proceed to fhcw what other 
Mifchiefs are contained in a Dcnialbf the 
Atonement ofChrifi. 

2dly, Is it not a. foul Diflionbur and In- 
jury to the holy Law of God, as well as an 
Affront to the Wifdom, the Authority, and 
the Juftice of the Lawgiver, to take away 
from him that noble and glorious Satisfedion 
which the Death of Chriji has rnade for the 
Sins of Men? Does not this Denial of his 
Atonement conftrue his Death either into a 
mere Martyrdom, or at beft into an empty 
Sign and Figure of what Sin deferved ? for 
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fgrippa does not fecm to have any Notion of 
le Mercy and Juftice of God accepting of a 
lirety inftead of the Death of the original 
>{Fcnder, and thereby confenting to forgive 
is Offences. Was this all the Son of God 
ied for, to be a Sign and Figure of what 
in deferv'd ? Thefe are ufefid things in Re- 
^on when they are invented and appointed 
f God» as Emblems and Types of that more 
jbftafttial and more importJint Sacrifice 
'liich'fliould effedtually take away Sin from 
le Confcience : Such a Sign and Figure was 
le Blood of Bulls and Goats, which were 
ain under the LevUical Difpenfation ; and 
:is Honour enough for Bulls and Goats to 
iive their Blood made a Shadow or Type of 
Kha Sacrifico.But *tis certainly a Difhonour 
D the Great God and his Son, to; fink the 
)efign of the Death of Chrift to fo low a 
^urpofe ; *tis high Diflionour to have thofe 
;reait, important, and fubfttiatial things, 
mz.) the bloody and painful Death of the 
•leffed Jefus^ and the real Atonement which 
iras made for Sin thereby, and which was 
he Price of the Ranfom of our Souk, redu- 
ed only to a Figure and Sign of the Punifli- 
nent which Sin deferv'd, without any real 
ixpiation of it : And hereby the Sins of 
4en are fuppofed , to be; forgiven without 
xyy Reparation oftjte DiChonour done to the 
Ijaw of God. 
3dly, This Dodbrine of -<^(|>^5 whidi 
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«ivipies the Propitiation of Chrift, ftaggers 
the Faith of a humble penitent Chriftian, it 
breaks in upon his Hope, it unhingesf his 
Soul in its daily Tranfaftions with God, it 
weakens his Efforis in Duty, and confounds 
his fweeteft Co::foI.iUons : For he has been 
inftruftedby the plain Language of the New 
Teftament, to build his eternal Hopes on 
the atoning Sacrifice of the Son of God, and 
to draw his' fureft Expeftations of Pardon 
from therxe. He has been taught to draw 
near to God in Prayer by the Blood ofjefiu^ 
in this new and living way which he has confe- 
cratedfor usy Heb. x. 19, 20. He has been 
taught to afk Forgivenefs of Sins thro" Jefus 
Chrift^ or for his Sake, Eph/w. 32. and/tf 
truji in the Blood of Jefus as a Propitiation 
which cleanfes from all Sin^ Rom. iii. 25. 
I John i. 7, 9. The Prophets, the Apoftles, 
and the Son of God himfelf feem all to con- 
fpire to teach him this Leflbn, and to have 
pointed out to him this Hope and Refuge. 
What Trembling and Terrors will it bring 
into his Confcience, and how will it fhakc 
his Soul off from her folid and peaceful Foun- 
dation, when he fhall be told that the Death 
of Chriji made no proper Atonement for 
Sin, and that his Hopes which were built 
upon it were all vain and groundlefs, for 
that the Language of the Scripture muft be 
conftrued iquite to another Meaning. *Twas 
under the Influence of this facred Truth, that 

he 
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he had arrived to a Stability of Peace, and 
attained to a confiderable Degree of Holinef*, 
arifing from the Love of a forgiving Go(f , 
and a fuffering Saviour. He couJd no*t but 
believe what St. John told him, that //w^ 
confefs our Sins^ and walk in the Light of Ho- 
linefs, God is faithful andjuft to forgive us our 
Sins J and the Blood of J ejus Cbnjl his Son 
cleanfes us from all Unrighteoufnefs : He be- 
lieved the Leffon St. Paul taught him, t^at 
Cbrift was fet forth for a Propitiation for Sin 
hyFaitb in his Blood ; and his Encouragement 
to hope for pardoning Mercy upon fuch a 
Foundation, was much ftronger and more ef- 
feftual to relieve his guilty Fears, while the 
Blood of the Son of God appeared in Scripture 
as a Medium of Atonement for the Sins of 
Men. Who fhall lay any thing to the charge 
of a humble and believing Penitent, when 
God will jujiify upon this foot ? JVho fhall 
condemn^ when Chrift has died to procure Par- 
don ? But he is quite confounded if this Hope 
be vain. 

The humble Chriftian has been taught to 
rejoice in Life and in Death with thefe 
Words upon his Lips, and the Senfe of the 
Xuove of God has been (bed abroad in many 
a Heart by Faith in a dying Saviour, who 
has made peace by his own Blood. This 
has kindled thro* all the Powers of a good 
Man a warm and ingenuous Love to God 
and Cbrift \ to, God^ who fent his own be- 
I \q^^\ 
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loved Son to die as a Sacrifice for his Sins, 
and to Jefus Chrifi who loved him, and gave 
himfelf to Death for him : And this Love 
rifing from a Senfe of the Death 6f Cbrifi 
for his Salvation has richly abounded unto 
all the Duties of Holinefs. Gratitude to a 
Redeemer who hath died in his ftead, hath 
conftrained him to fpend his Life to his Ho- 
nour, as 2 Cor. V. 15. He died for ally that 
they who livejhould not live to themfehues^ but 
to him who died for them. But what Agonies, 
and what new Amazement muft overwhelm 
the Spirit of fuch a pious Man when Tie is 
informed that neither faid nor John are te 
be underftood in this Senfe, and that Chri^ 
never died with this Defign to make a pro- 
per Atonement for his Sins ? How will his 
Hopes languifh, his Addrefles to God flag 
and fail, and the Springs of his Love 
and Obedience be weakened, when he is de- 
prived of the Dodrine which hath all along 
been the Life of his Faith, the Language of 
his Prayer, and the Support of his Hope, 
and which he thought he had built upon the 
moftexprefs and undeniable Teftimonyof 
the Word of God ? What can I believe, faith 
he, if this be not true ? Or what have I \.^ 
reft upon, if this Foundation be dejlrofd? 

4thly, This nevO^ Doftrine of Agripps^ 
does it not Ihamefiilly dimiiiifli and debaie 
the glorious Defign of the Incarnation of the 
Son of God ? Does it not fink the Condefccn- 

fion 
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fion of fo divine a Perfon to fo low a De- 
gree, that one of the anticnt Prophets raifcd 
from the Dead, or a new Prophet brought 
upon the Stage of the World, might almoft, 
if not altc^ther, have fupplied his Place i 
Was this all that a Being of fuch tranfcen- 
dent Excellency as the Son of God, muft 
come down from Heaven for ? What? 
Muft the Son of God himfelf be expofed to 
fa much Pain and Shame, and a> diro* fo 
many Humiliations •, muft he futfer fo many 
Indignities, and endure fuch a bloody ana 
painful Death, merely to become a Martyt 
or Witnefs to the Trudi of fuch Doftrines as 
a meaner Prophet might have taught the 
World, and might Save confirmed them 
with his death, or fealed them with his 
Blood? Or was this curfed Death of the blep 
fed Jefus defign'd for no nobler a purpofe 
than what the.Blood of BuHs and Goats con* 
tinually performed, that is, to teach Man* 
kind in a way of Emblem that Sin deferv^d 
Death ? But Paulinus having intimated th£ 
Difhonour of fuch Sentiments; I purfue it 
no further, but proceed. 

5. This Opinion of -^f^^« concerning 
the Death and Sufferings of Cbrifi^ by taking 
away oat of the chief Glories of Chriftianity^ 
renders the Chriftian Religion a Thing of 
much leis Value and Importance. InfteadL 
of ingratiating the New Teftament with In- 
fidielsy and reconciling their Minds to it bf 
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^explaining away fome of it$ nobleft Reveia- ! 
tions, it will probably have a contrary Effefl: 
upon many of them, and tempt them to fay, 
*• What is the New Teftament worth, if it 
^' tells me fo little more dianthe Light of 
^* Nature teaches ? Why fo much Pains and 
^* Labour, fp much Criticifm and toHfome 
»* Argument, fuch warm and vehement 
^•' Zeal to fupport the Divine Authority of 
?* the New Teftament, and the Religion of 
*' C^t^, if awe learn no more from it than 
-f * Agrippa*^ Creed ? ** And thus one of the 
chief Defigns or Pretences of A^ippa and 
liis Friends is loft thereby, which »was to 
tring Chrifiianity into Efteem with the©f^j, 
}>y finking <hei)oftrines .of it almoftton 
jivel with Natural 'Religion. Agripp(f% 
Creed has debafed it fo far, that Infidelity 
/nay. take no,Difguft at it, and fo far ftrip- 
peditofitsfaireft Honours, till the Infidel 
Ihall fay, there is .but little in our Religion 
tli^t differs .from his, and that he is better 
without a-Gofpelthan with it, fince it makes 
fuch a pother to fo little purpofe. 

And indeed there are fome Perfon$, who 
by fufiering ithenifelves to be feduced into 
^grippe^^ Scheme, haye already learnt to 
undervaluethe Wri^ngsof thebleflTed Pad^ 
tho' he 3vas the g^^teft^a^id beft of all the 
Divine Writers. They find fo machoftlic 
A^(mement ofCbrl^ in his Epiftles, that they 
/eje6t them at once b^a^fe they will npt be- 

lieirc 
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lieve tlysDodbrine. They rcprefenf him a« 
z^Jew of a warm Imagination, an Enthufiaft 
with his Head fiill of Propitiations, Sacrifi- 
cesi and other Pharifaical Notions, tofuch a 
Degree that he deferves no Regard, and that 
the New Teftament would be much better 
without his Writings. Another Step, and 
die Gofpeb will be turri'd out too, when 
they have learnt of the T>eifts to fay, that the 
Sermons and Speeches of Chrift^ fo far as 
they are Rational and Intelligible, contain 
nothing bnt mere natural Religion 5 the reft 
is all Enthufiafm, and it is not worth while 
to defend any of thefe. Gofpcls as Divine. 
Thusthe Belief of -^ri^/tf's Creed has an e- 
yident Tendency to make Men difbdieve 
the New Teftament itfelE 

6. When we refufe to receive a Doftrine 
which is fo clearly and exprefsly revealed in 
the Word of God, as the Atonement ofCbrift 
is ; when we are taught to deny a Doftrine 
which is fo ftrongly afferted there, and fo 
frequently introduced and repeated upon 
every Occafion, it evidently abates that Ve- 
neration which even Chriftians thenrfelves 
have or fhould Jiave for the New Teftament, 
tho* it fhould not prevail fo fiir as to turn 
them into Infidels. It teaches Men to grow 
too bold'with Scripture, and twift it to any 
Purpofes ! It diferaces the Word of the liv- 
ing God, and fii&s the Charafter of it into 
a mere leaden Rule^ as the Patifis call \t^ 
F 2 -hVv^ 
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which may be bent to fervc or fupport any 
•Opinion. It tempts us to turn the brighteft 
Difcoveries, and the peculiar dories of it 
into mere Leffons of Morality. When we 
explain away xone of the moft evident and 
fubftantial Doftrines of it at this rate, it 
^jves us a fort of Effrontery and ungodly 
Cburage to oppofe the moft exprefs Truths 
which are written in Scripture, if we can 
poffibly conftrue and tranflate them into an- 
odier Senfe. It introduces a fort of prophane 
riardinefs into the Confcience, and imbol- 
dens us to renounce themoft evident Leflbns 
of St. Peter^ JPaul^ and John^ and deny the 
Truth of them even to the very Teeth of the 
iacred Writers. 

Such a Praftice as this Ihews our great 
XJnwillingnefs to fubmit our Opinions to the 
Diftates of Heaven, and argues an unbe- 
coming Pride of our own reafoning Powers. 
It draws us into the very Spirit as well as 
the Sentiments oiS acinus and his Follower?, 
who have ventured to affirm, Ifitfiauld be 
wriuen in the Holy Scriptures not once only 
but often^ that Cbrift made Satisfa^ion to God 
for Sin^ I would not therefore bejieve the Mat- 
ter as you think. And again. Even the great- 
eft Force is to he ufed with fuch Words rather 
than take them in the obvious Senfe. Thus 
fpeaksS^a>/«jinhis Treatife of SatisfaSitm^ 
and in his Epiftle to Balcerimicius. How 
evident is it that fuch Men refufe a Subjec- 
tion 
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^on to the Revelation of God himftlf, nor 
will they abide by the Dccifions of Scripture 
when it doth not fpeak fuch Things as fuit 
their unhappy Relifti ? And ^is a very dan- 
gerous Thing to ienter into this Temper ahd 
Spirit. 

Peter and the beloved yobn^^ when they 
treat of their Mafter's Death, aflert with 
frequency and great ftrength of Expreffion,. 
that Doftrine which their Mafter himfelf 
liiought proper to give fome Notice of in his. 
Life-time^ 'Tis true, he mentions it mwe 
Q>aringly, becaufe their Prejudices then were 
not able to bear it, John xvi. 12. / have 
yet many things to fay unto ym^ but you cannot 
bear them nmv: but when they were fill*d 
with die Spirit of Wifdom and Knowledge, 
they publifti'd and explain^ their Matter's 
Doctrines more at large ; they then tell us- 
©f his bearing our Sins on his Body on the Tree^ 
of his redeeming us by his precious Blood as a 
Lamb without blemijh^ of the fprinkling of the 
Blood ofjefus upon us,- of our being wajh^d 
from Sin in his Bloody and redeemed, unto God 
thereby •, and ufe the fame fort of Language 
whichSt. P^«/, who learnt his Gofpel alfo 
by the Revelation of Jefus Chrift^ and who 
acquaints us that htga*bx up his Life a Ran- 
ftm for Jinful Men^ that his Blood wasjhed for 
the Remiffion of Sins ^ that he was made a Curfe 
for us that he might redeem us from the Curfe 
if the Lawy, which pronounces Death u^o^ 
F 3, c^^vi. 
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every Smner, and that be has taken away Sin 
by the Sacrifice of bimfelf^ and made Peace ij 
the Blood of bis Crofs between God and Man. 
But the Indulgence of ^Jgrippa*^ Scheme co- 
courages us to contradict Cbrift and his A- 
poftles at once, by taking away the obvious 
and natural Senfe of their Words, under a 
Pretence of making their Dodlrine more ho- 
nourable and more conformable to the Na- 
ture and Reafon of Things. 

When a Man has once perfuaded* hia Con- 
fcience to deny this Dodbine of the Propiti- 
ation of Cbrifi for Sins, whkh is fo plainly 
taught in Scrmture, and ki fuch various 
Forms of Speech^ whatisthereofDodlxinein 
the New Teftament which they may not de- 
ny or turn into an Allegory and Figure ? I 
Ihould be ready to fear that neither the per- 
verfe Sentiments of Mr. fFoolfionj who turn- 
ed the Miracles of Cbrift into Allegory, nor 
any other idle and unfcriptural Scheme of 
Interpretation would be very hard to defend 
upon flich Principles, and after fuch a Step 
as this. If the Propitiation of Sin by the 
SuflFeringsof Ci&r^ may be thus interpreted 
away by pretended Figures, and explained 
into the Doftrines and Duties of mere natural 
Religion, what may not Jewifb Tropes and 
Figures be capable of doing ? What Doc- 
tiineis there that they canno*. evaporate and 
deftroy? 

In ibprt, if weaccuftom ourfelves tofach 

luteic- 
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interpretations of Scripture as Agrifpa makc^ 

ufe of, 'twill gradually lead us into fuch a 

grofs Abufe of Words and Phrafes, that we 

may bring our Confciences and our Lips 

frequently to fpeak one thing and mean aji-- 

other : .And if Chrifi and his Apoilles mean 

no more when they preach the Gofpel to the 

Jews or Gentiles in aD thefe facrifical Phrafes^ 

than what Agrippa pretends, f fear Men will 

be tempted to^fet up for a Defence of loofa 

and large Equivocation upon the foot of 

- Tropes and Figures, and make Chrifi and his 

Apoftles their Pattern and their Example, 

And that I may mirftiplyrnomore Par* 
ticulars on this' awful and difpleafmg Sub- 
je^ I add in the./^ place, that this unhap* 
py Dodrine brings even the Salvation of our 
Soufs into Queftlon and Danger. I woul^ 
not dare pronounce damnable Herefy or De^- 
ftruition where Chrifi or his Apoftles have 
not pronounced it ; and yet I would not ven- 
ture to approach within the fweep of fuch a 
Sentence. I Ihould be dreadfully afraid of 
ftanding under the Terror and Vengeance of 
that Text, Heb.x. 26. If we Jin wilfully af- 
ter that we have received the Knowledge of the 
Truth, ther-e remaineth no more Sacrifice for 
Sins J but a certain fearful looking for ofjudg^ 
ment and fiery Indignation which fhall devour' 
the Adverfary. The Cafe here defcribe4 
feems to be this:. The^ Sacred Writer had 
been difcourfing in the beginning of this 
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Epiftle about the Dignity of the Perfon of 
our Ble0ed Lord, and lud introduced hinv 
in the following Chapters into his glorious 
Office of an High-Prieft : But in the jttii 
aijd loth Chapters he defcribes very parti- 
cularly his becoming a Sacrifice for the 
Sins of Men^ and fhews how he made Atone- 
ment for our moral Tranfgreflions in the 
fight of God as the Lord of Confcience, even 
as the Blood of Bulls and Goats unckr the 
Jewijh Law made Atonement for l^al De- 
filements or ceremonial Faults before God 
as King of their Nation, or as vifible Head 
of their Church. This is called, Heb. he. 
13. Sanliifying the. unclean totbepur^n^ of 
the Fkjh ; and he then praties. How much 
more/hall the Blood ofChrifi^ who thrtf the 
.eternal Spirit offered hinrfelf without Spot to 
Gcd^ purge your Cotifcience from dead ff^orksy 
or Works deferring Death, that you may 
Jerve the Living God. 

And to make it further appear that this is 
not a mere Matter of Speculation or Opi- 
nion, he fubjoins a further praftical Ufe of 
it in the loth Chapter -, when he had finifh- 
^dthis Doftrine in the 18 v. he (hews us in 
the fucceeding Verfes what ufe we are ta 
ipake of it; and that is to enter into the Ho- 
UeJkyOs: addrefs the God of Heaven with Con- 
'^dence by the Blood of J ejus ^ and draw near 
to him in full AJfurance cf Faith^ having our 
ffearU as it wtx^fpriniled with his Blood of 
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Atonement, and deljivered thereby /r^«i an 
evil or guilty Confci^nce. He proceeds them 
to make anc^er Inference, (viz,) that the; 
Jewijh Converts or Hebrews fhould holdfafi 
their ProfeJfioH'<f4he Chriftian Paith without 
waverings and not forfake the Chriftian Af^- 
femblies and Worftiip, y. 24, 25. ^^ fpr^^ 
** fays he, if we fin wilfully after we have 
" received the "Knowledge of the Truths if we* 
'' depart from Chriftianity, and particularly^ 
" from the Great and Fmportant Dodrines^^ 
*' of it which my Penhas juft written, that 
** is, the Sacrifice of Chrififorthe obtaining; 
" the Pardon of our Sins^ and that after fuch- 
** evident Conviftion and conftraining Rea- • 
" fon to believe it^ there remains no more' 
** Sacrifice for Sin to thofe who deny or' 
" evacuate this Sacrifice oiChrift.^*' Now^ 
if Blood was appointed to fnake Aionentent for 
the Souly Levit. xvii. 22. if there was »^ Re^- 
fnijjion of Levitical Defilement to be obtained 
under the Jewijh Law without Jhedding of 
Bloody ifthe Prieft was never to enter intb* 
Aemoft holy Place, nor appear before God 
there without the Blood of the Sacrifice, -£w. 
xvi, liChrift himfelf as the High Prieft and 
Reprefentative of his People, would »^/ once' 
enter into Heaven to appear there in the Pre- 
lence of God for us^ v^khout his Bloody Heb. 
ix. i^, 24. furely theyrua-amoft dreadful 
Rifque of unpardoned Guik and divine In-^^ 
4ignati6a who Tenouftce Ihe oivlvj" tfiLt.axvJSL 
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Sacrifice for Sin, even that Which the Son of 
God has offered, and venture into the Pre- 
fence of God without the Blood of fpritiktini 
Mpon tbemy without Faith in the Blood of 
Cbrift. The very clofe.Connexion of thefe 
dreadful Words of threatning, with fp long 
and particular a Difcourfe on the Atonement 
made by the Blood of Cbrift^ feems t6 pobt 
this threatning, not merely agalnft thofe who 
are Apoftates fh)m all the Chriftlan Doc- 
trine, but particularly againft thofe who for- 
fake and renounce this great Truth of the 
Sacrifice ofChriftfor Sin. And let it be ob- 
ferved that the form of the Threathing, Tim 
remains no more Sacrifice^ feems to have a 
peculiar Reference to the Denial or Renun- 
ciation of this Doftrine. 

Some think the Words of St. Peter may 
confii-m this of St. Paul^ Ep. 2. ch. ii. v. i. 
where he foretels offalfe Teachers^ wbojball 
bring in damnable Herejies^ (in Greek, He- 
refies of DeftruAion) denying the Lord that 
bottghttb'em^ and bring on tbemfelves Jwif$ Be- 
ftruHion. Now zs in Natural Religion, a 
Denial that God made us:^ is in eflFeft the fame 
thing as a Denial of the God thai made uSy, 
fo in Reveal'd Religion to deny that theLord 
Jefus bought us^ is it not much the famt as to 
^ny the Lordjcfus that bought us ? For *tisa 
Renouncing him under that Charafter or 
Office by which he becomes a Saviour^ and 
m^xtiostfwift Deftruffion follows upon it. 
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But I will not infift on this, theothe^ia^ 
fufficient. 



SECT. IV. 

^e Necejity of this Dodtrine reprefented' 
in the exprefs Words of two Learned' 
Men of welt-known Charity y. andof a 
Catholick Spirit: 

BUT that I may not appear to ffand alone 
, in this Sentiment, which nfiay feem un-- 
charitable,faysF<?ry^»//tf,Iwould appca?^ 
to the late R'eyferend and Learned Dr. John' 
EvaHSj. who in a Book he wrote in exprefs* 
Vindication: of Chriftian Charity, entitled,- 
yi Second Letter fo Mr. Curtimingabout Scrip-- 
ture ConfequenceSy p.- 88, C5?r. jcxpreffes him-- 
lelf in fuch &rong Language as I woulcl rt^- 
hearfe at Ikrgfe, that the rorce of hisArgumenCa- 
may appear, I have tranfcribed it intaa 
little Pocket Book to carry it alwiyr about: 
me in thefe Seafohs of Error and Apoftacy,. 
that I might have it ready to fKeW opon e- 
Very Occaffon, how zealous a Defender of 
this Do6h"ine he was, tho*^ we know he^was 
a Man of fome Latitude in oth^r P&ints of 
ftrift Orthodoxy. " There-aitfome Scrip- 
" ture Paflages, fays he, which contain Pro- 
•* pofitions that are dedired in the Paffagcs 
•* themfelves neceiTary to be believed in'or-- 
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•' dcr to Salvation, as that Jefus is the Mef- 
*' Jiab^ John viii. 24. that he is come in the 
V Elefh, I John iv. 2, 3,£5?c/* This, feys 
he, are the firft fort of Fundamentals or 
*' neceffary Articles^ becnufi ihe Holy Gboft in 
*' Scripture bath exprefsiy made jbe Belief (ff 
•* tbem Terms df Salvation.** Then he adds 
ffcondlyy " I think the Spirit of God may 
.** have fignifyM the univerfal Neceflity of 
** believing fome Truths, by other ways oF 
, •' ^xprefs Declaration, which are as full and 
** obligatory, as his fay ing.i n fo many Words, 
*' tbat be tbat believes tbemjhall befaved^ or 
** be that believes tbem not Jhall ferift) : As, 
•* when the Revelation of a Doftrine is very 
^* exprefs and plain : When it is fet in fc- 
•' veral Lights, or exprefs*d by fcYeraF 
^ Phrafes, all pointing very forcibly to one 
** and the fame common Serife : When the 
** Spirit of God lays great ftrefs upon it,. 
*' either by mentioning it at every turn in 
*' the facred Writings, or by interweaving 
*' it with the main Doftrines and Inftitu- 
** tions of Chriftianity 5 or by making the 
•' Bleflings, without which we cannot be 
;■* faved, to depend upon it, and even upon 
'!*' the Belief of it -, or bv reprefenting it as the 
*' Fpundation of Prafikical Godlinefs. When^ 
*'^I bpjy I find thefe Marks affix'd to any 
" f)oftrine of Revelation in the Revelation 
** itfelf', I mean, all or moft of them conr 
^ curring \ Iappre;hcnd them to be an ex- 
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** prefs Teftimony of the Spirit of God, that 
*•* fuch a Truth is univerfally necejfary^ fully 
*' equivalent to the former. I (hall only in- 
•^ fiance in one Truth, which tho*' it hath,- 
** as I have juft obferved, the former Mark 
**. alfo of univerfal Neceflity, has thefe ad- 
*' ditional Marks too, viz. Tiat Chrift died 
^ a Propitiatory Sacrifice for our Sins. 

" I know no Truth more plainly ex- 
" prefs'd, or more frequently inculcated in 
" the Scriptures, and this in a Variety of 
'* Phrafes of obvious Meaning, efpecially 
** comparing the Old and New Teftament 
** together : That God laid on him the Iniqui- 
'* ties of us all ; that he was wounded for our 
** T'ranfgreJJionSj bruifed for our Iniquities-^ 
" died for our Sins •, was delivered for our Of-- 
*' fences •, bore the Sins of manyy bore our 
** Sins in his Body on the Tree ; made his Soul 
^ an Offering for Sin ; was made Sin znd cr 
** Curfeforus \ fuffered^ the Juft for the Un^ 
^^ jnft > S^'^^ himfelf a Ranfom for all ; made- 
" Reconciliation for the Sins of the People \ is. 
" fet forth as a Propitiation t. befides many 
•* other Phrafes ufed in the Cafe ; with the- 
**' plain Scnfe of which I cannot but think 
** any honeff Mind may be fafely trufted,. 
** tho* h^ knew none of the Hypotbefes built 
•* upon it on the one hand, and notwith- 
** ftaftdrng air the Subtil ties of the Socinians 
** to enervate the force of them on the other. 
^ At:the iame time L find the gj;eateft Strefi, 
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** laid upon this Doftrine in the exprefs De- 
^ claratiofts of Scripture. Divine Perfec- 
*' tions are faid to Be eminently difplay'd 
'* in itr His Love ; Rom. v. 6^ 7, 8. Q// 
** conmendetB hisLonje to us^-in thai while we 
•* were yet Sinners Chriji dtedfor us. i Jbhn 
*' iv. 10. Herein is Love^ not that we loud 
^« Gody but that He kveduSy andfent his Son 
'* to he the Propitiation^ for our Stns. His 
*' Wifdom, Epb. i. 7, 8. Tn whom "we have 
*' Redemption thro* his Bloody the Forgivenefs 
*'* of Sins according to the Riches of bis Grate^ 
•* wherein be has abounded toward us in all 
" Wifdam and Prudence, His Righteoulheft, 
** Rom. iii: 25, 26^. WTiom God hath Jht forth 
** /^ be a Propitiation thr<f Faith in bis Bloody 
** to declare his Righteoufnefs for the Remiffion 
** of Sins that arepaft thro* the Forbearance^of 
** God: To declare^ I f^y^ at this time- his 
" Righteoufnefs^, that he might he juft\^ and 
** the Jufttfier of him which beli&vetb in Je- 
" fus. It is the Scope of the Epiftle to the 
** Hebrews to fhew, .that the Mofaical Sa- 
*' crifices were intended to prefigure it. The 
" great Bleflings of the Covenant afe eX- 
*• prefsly made to depend upcfh it, (viz.) oilr 
" Redemption, i Pet. i.iS^ 19. Fords much 
** as ye know that ye were not redeemed with 
^* corruptible things as Silver and Gold from 
" your vain Converfation received by'Tradition 
'^ from your Fathers^ but with the precious 
^ BUodofChriJl^ as ofaZamb 'ooitboutblemifi 
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^ and without fpot. The Pardon of our Sins, ^ 
** Epb. i. 7. In whom we have' Redemptidn 
*' thro* his Bloody the Forgivenefs of Sins ; 
'^ which Words are repeated in Col. i. 14. 
•* and again, Heb. ix. 14, 26. How much 
" more Jhall the Blood of Chriji^ who thro* the 
** Eternal Spirit offered himfelf without Spot to 
** Gody purge your Confcienoit from dead Works 

«* toferve the Living God ty. 26. Once 

" /» /fe £»^ of the World hath he appeared 
** to put away Sin by the Sacrifice of himfelf 
" Our Accefs to God, Heb. x. 19, 29. 
^ Having therefore^ Brethren^ boldnefs to en- 
'* ter into the holieft by the Blood ofjefus^ by a 
" new and living way which be hath confe^ 
*' crated for us. Our eternal Redemption, 
" Heb.'ix. 112.. Neither by the Blood of Goa^ 
** and Calvesy, but by bis own Blood-he enter^^ 
** ed in once into the holy Place, having ok- 
" tained eternal Redemption for us.' And the 
** whole Covenant of Grace, Heb. x; 2^. 
** ne Blood of the Covenant wherewith he 
^* was fanaiffd. Heb. xiii. 20. 5r2»^ Blood of 
•* the Everlajiing Covenant. The only, two 
*• vifible Rites inftitutcd* under the New 
^ Teftament, Baptifm and\h« Lord's Sup- 
** per, . are exprefsly defcribed, as referring 
•* to it and Keprefentations of it. if^»i, vi. 
^* 2, Know ye not that fo many of us as were 
** baptiTied into Jefus Chrijl were baptized 
^« into bis Deatb?" Matth. xxvi. 28. For tbh 
** is my Blood of the New "Teftament which tp 
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** Jhedfor many for the Remiffion of Sins. It 

** is reprefented as the great Encouragement 

*' to Chriftians under their guilty Fears, 

" Rom. viii. 34. PTbo is be that condemneibf 

" // is Cbrifi that died. And 'tis often in- 

** culcated as a principal Motive to Chri- 

" ftian Praftice. Rom. vi. 3 — 1 1. We art 

** baptized into his Deathy that as Cbrifi 

*^ was raifed from the Deadj we alfo fhouU 

•* walk in newnefs of Life : Our old Man is 

** crucify d with himy that theBody of Sin might 

*« he deftrofd : hikewife reckon yourfelves to 

•* he dead unto Sin. 2 Cor. v. 14, 15. 7i^ 

*** Love of Cbrifi confirainetb us ^ for we thus 

** j^dge — — that be died for ally that they' 

•* fhould not live to themfelvesj but to him who- 

** died for them. Tit. ii. 14. Who gave bint" 

** felffor us, that he might redeem us from all 

** Iniquity, and purify unto bimfetf a peculiar 

•* People zealous of good Jf^orks. It is fpoken 

** of as the Glory of the Chriftian Rehjgion^. 

^* 1 Cor. i. 23, 24. But we preach Cbrifi 

*• eruciffd, unto the Jews a Stumbling-Block^ 

** and unto the Greeks Foolifhnefs ; but unto 

** them which arf called, both Jews andGreekSy 

" Chrift the Power of God and the fFifdom of 

V God. Tisthat which the Founders of it,. 

^* under Chrifi, chiefly gloried in. Gal. vu 

^ 14. But God forbid that I fhould glory fave:' 

^ in the Crofs of our Lordjefus Chrijt. And 

^ 'tis made the chief Snbjeft of their Preach-; 

^ ingfiCor.'iuz. B^t L determined not to^ 
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•* know any thing among youfave Jefus Chrij^ 
" andhimcruciffd. Befides this, our aftual 
•* Juftification is exprefsly annexed to a\ir 
** Faith in his Blood, Rem. iii. 25. In a 
** word, this Dodrine is interwoven in the 
" Revelation itfelf with the whole of the 
** Chriftian Religion. Thefe Things laid 
** together would oblige me to conclude 
^ this Do6hrine to be moft Fundamental in 
" Chriftianity ; even tho* it had not tht frji 
'* Chara6ter annexed to it/^ (viz.) an exprefs. 
Decljiration of Scripture that *tis neceffary to 
our Salvation. 

Thus much fays this learned Writer. 

Afid as Dr. Evans^ who was well known 
^6 be a PerfcMi of Targe Charity, makes thfe 
Belief of the Propitiation of Cbrift necefiarj^; 
to Salvation, at leaft to thofe who have the 
New Teftament in their hands to lead them 
into all Chriftian Truth ; fo the late Vene- 
rable and Learned Dr. Whitby j^ who was rto> 
Favourer of the peculiar Principles of John 
Calvin^ nor an Enemy to extenfive Charity,. 
makes Faith in the Atonement of Chrift as 
neceffary as Dr. Evans docs. See his Preface 
te the firft general Epifile of Su John, where 
he cites the Words of our Saviour, John vi. 
53.. Verily J verily ^ Ifayuntoyou^ except you 
eat the Flejh of the Son of Man and drink his 
Bloody you have no Ltfe in you : And then 
adds, The exprefs Words of C/J^rj/? clearly 
declare the Neceffity of Faith in his Body 
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^vcn, and his Blood (hed for the Remiffion 
of Sins,, to Juftification and Salvation, we 
tetng^juiiified by his Blood and tbrcf Faith in 
iisBbody as Rom. iii. 25. and v. 9. 

He goes on to prove the fame Point frt«n 
tlie plain Declarations of St. PTiulj who a- 
mong the many Things- he preached to^tht 
CorinthianSy as things- by the Belief rf tKi«* 
theyjhould hefav^dj-mctitions three Articles. 
Firft of all, that Cbrifi died for our Sins ac- 
cording to the Scriptures % Seeoadly^ that he 
was buried \ ij»^ Thirdly, that he rrfeftftn 
the Dead^ 1 Cor. xv. i, 2, 3, 4. The Doc- 
trine of the Sufficiency of Faith in Chrift*s 
Death for Juftification without the fForks 1$ 
the Law,, is by the fame Apoftle declared to 
be fo neceflary^ that he faith of them who 
g^ihfay'd it, Chriftis become ofnoEffeRto 
youy ye are fallen from Graee^ Gai. v, 2,4. 
Thus far Dr. Whitby. Now what woidd 
thefe Gentlemen have faid to Agrippa^ if he 
had acquainted them with his Scheme,, if we 
may judge oftheir Sentiments by thefe Qta- 
tions ? All their Charity would' not have al- 
lowed him a Place in a Chriftian Church, 
nor thought him worthy of the Privilege of 
our Holy Communion. 

Fervent io having cited two- fuch. Authors 
as thefe, fuppofed he had fufficienfly fecured 
himfelf from the Cenfure of an uncharitable 
Spirit : But to defend his Sentiments yet 
farther, he proceeds thus. I would fain know, 

fayi 
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fays he, what is Charity ^ when the Word is 
ufed in diis fort of Detk^. Tho' Cbarf^ is 
faid by St. Paulj i Cor. xiii. 7. to believe all 
things and to hope all things^, yet can we ever 
think that Charity, obliges us to believe, that 
Man to be a Chriilian wiio renounces me 
ihiefOfficeofChriftP Onto hope that ^r//- 
fa has- all the Neceflacies of Chriftlanityy 
when it is fo evident by his own Confeflion 
that he wants feveral of them ? Will Chari- 
ty require us to^lay, that any Man will find 
Propitiation for his Sins. thrJ^ Faith in the 
Blood of Cbrifir^ wfio denies that 'this Blood 
hath' made any reaT Propitiation for Sin, and 
had no Faith in it for that pufpofef andwhp 
^mtinues to do this after the whole New 
Teftament is put into his hands, and thefe 
Scriptures which foplainly aflert it, arej^int* 
cd out to ftfnrin /fmmdance and Variety f 
Chriftian Charity, my Friends, tho* it 
oi^ht to beilretch'd to a large Extent, yet 
it ought not to renounce Truth and Scripture, 
nor mufi: it be boundlefs and unlimitable^ 

Fft modus in. rebnSyfunt certi deniquefnes, 
^os ultra citraq\ nequit confijiere reSlum. Hor. 

^ere is aMean in things^ its Bounds are fur e : 
Nor Truth nor Goodnefs can Extremes endure. 

Charity is a neceflary Duty to Men by 
the Authority of God, and in God's Name 

tew- 
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let us exercife this Chriftian Grace, according 
to the true Meafures and Degrees and Kinds 
of it toward all where God requires, all to 
whom Chrift or St. Paul would have exer- 
cifed it. But as they are our Leaders or 
Standards, let us not pretend to pleafe God 
better, or feek the Name of better Chri- 
'ftians, by going beyond the Founds that they 
have appointed. Perhaps my Charity would 
'extend fo far, as to include a Heathen Detft 
according to the generalRevelations of Grace 
made to /idam or Noab^ if any fuch Perfon 
fliould be found diligent and fincere in the 
Search of Truth by the Light of Nature, and 
conftant in the . daily Worihip of one true 
iGod, and zealoi^ to praftife the common 
•|lules of Virtue anjon^Men* who is hum- 
*fcry penitent where he rails fhort and trufts in 
ih(f genelral Mercy of God, while he has ne- 
ver yet heard of the Gofj^el of Chrift y nor 
•«ver enjoy*d any Opportunity of Acquain- 
tance with Jefus and his Salvation. But 
where the New Teftament is known, and 
fiifBcient Evidences of the Truth of the Gof- 
pel Ihine round about us, where a Man has 
•Capacity and Leifure to read and fearchout 
the Truth, if he ftill' obftinately perfift in 
his Infidelity, may not Charity itfelf allow 
that there is fome very criminal Prejudice 
blinds his Eyes, and that he lies exposed to 
that dreadful Sentence, He that believes not 
Jhall be damned ? And in the fame Manner, 

, whert 



iand the Operations of the Spirit. 117 

where a Perfon reads the New Teftament, 
and has all proper Opportunities for under- 
Handing the Senfe of it, and yet renounces 
this Doftrine of the Death of Chrift as a Sa- 
icrifice of Atonement for Sin, I think I have 
fufficient Ground to fay, **tis owing to fomc 
criminal Prejudice indulged ; and in that 
Cafe, to repeat the Language of the Apoftle^ 
^tbere remains no more Sacrifice for bis Sins^ but 
a certain fearful Expectation, &c. 

S E C T. V, 

ISeries urged againfl theNeceJJity ofhe^ 

lieving this DoSirine. 

AL L this yrhHtCavenor fate filent : But" 
it was eafy to fee by the Changes of his 
u>untenance, and the Paffions of his Face, 
that he was not unmoved. At laft he decla- . 
Tcd the Mufings of his Soul in this manner. 

I am as much furpriz^d now with Ferven- 
tiff's Zeal in proclaiming the Necejftty of this 
JboSrine of Atonement in order to Salvation, 
as I was before to find fo many Arguments 
^hich I never thoughtof to defend the Doc- 
trine itfelf among the Queries of Paulinus ; 
tho* I am bold to fay that the Reifonings of 
Paulinus cairy more Force and Evidence 
with them than the warm Difcourfe of Fer- 
ven/io on this Sutgedt. What fliall' I not be 
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a Chriftian, and can I not be faved except I 
become a Convert to this OpinicMi ? Surely 
diofe Truths (hould be moft exceeding plain, 
both as to ilie Expreflions and the &nfe of 
them in Scripture, .which demand our Eaith 
under fuch a Penalty. I confefs I have been 
leaning .toward the Opinions of yfgrippa, 
but my Reafon in its Sincere Exercifes is al- 
moft won over by the Arguments of Pau- 
linuSj and I am ready to become his Difciple. 
I mitft acknowledge alfo that I would take 
care of my immortal Intereils, and I dread 
the Thoughts of being found in fo dangerous 
a Miftake as Ferventio has reprefented. But 
przyFervenfio^ give me leave to doubt a litdc 
of the Force of your Reafonings, and permit 
me to aft: you a fev/ Queftions on this Head 

^j^ry.I. /^ A N no Man partake of Sal- 
V^ vation unlefs he be particu- 
larly acquainted with all the Mediums of it? 
Shall not a Perfoh be accepted of God who 
acknowledges Jefuj Chriji to be the Son of 
God and the Saviour of the World, who 
confefles him to be a great Prophet to in- 
ftrufl: us, an High-Prieft to intercede for us, 
a King to rule and defend us, and an Ex- 
ample to be imitated by us, and who re- 
ceives him honeftly under all thefe Charac- 
ters and Offices ; I fay, cannot fuch a Mail 
be accepted of God, if he be iiricere in all 
t/iis, tho* he doth not know any other Cha- 
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rfter or Office which Cbrift fuftains in the 
STork of pur Salvation? Shall not he who 
x:eives die Pro^dfals of the Golbel, and 
rcepts the Salvation of Chriji a3 tne great 
lediator between God and Man, in all its 
Lulesof Holinefs and its Promifes of Hap- 
inefi, ihall not he be made a Sharer in this 
ilvation, unlefs he be acquainted with all 
le Mediums whereby it is provided, procu- 
^, and applied to Men ? As for Inftance, 
Vill you lay, he (hall have no Benefit by 
le Original Covenant of Redemption be- 
wetnGcdtf^FatherznA his Son Jefus Cbrift^ 
'ho dot^HW^now that there wasfuch a 
bvenantl^WilWou tell me, he cannot pof- 
blybeoneijfthf Eleft of God, who hath 
ot learned the Doftrine ofEleftion? Muft 
e not be a Partaker of the Bleffings arifing 
•om -the Sacrifice or Atonement of Cbrift^ 
rho is not acquainted with this Atonement ? 
^ui he not be enlightned or fan(ftify*d by the 
idly Spirit until he know and aclcnowledge 
he Holy Spirit as a Divine Enlightner and 
;an6Ufier ? Who Ihall enlighten him in his 
5o6trine if the Spirit does not ? Shall he ne- 
-•er obtain perfevering Grace who hathiiot 
eamt toconftrue the Promifes of the Cove- 
lant to extend to this Perfeverance ? Pray, 
Veroentio^ tell me. Are you very fure that 
^ou know, underftand, and receive every 
Efivine Medium whereby this Salvation is 
;niiara;<^ed between God the Father and Ki& 
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Son Jefus^ or between Jefus Cbrift and his 
People^ fo far as they may be revealed in the 
New Teftament ? And will you venture to 
exclude yourfelf from that Salvation, if there 
ihoulH happen to be fome or other of thefe 
Divine Mediums mentioned in the Scripture 
which you have not yet learnt or underftood 
in the proper Senfeof it? Why then fhould 
Agrippa be utterly excluded from the Blef- 
lings of the Golpel, (if he be fincerely willing 
to receive this S^vation in the Holinefs and 
Happinefs of it) merely becaufe he hath not 
yet learned the true Doftrine of-|d|^Sacrifice 
of Cbrift as one Medium to P^MPI^ ^ ^^ 
he have no part in this Saiyqpfpi^ the Be- 
nefits of his Offices, whilAJhdNe willing to 
receive them in^^;/^r^/^. andfubmit to them 
merely becaufe he does not defcend into all 
your Particularities about them ? Muft fuch 
a Soul be cut o£F from all the Privileges of 
the Priefthood of Chrift who receives the 
High Prieft as an Interceflbr, but does not 
underftand and receive his Sacrifice in the 
true and compleat Scriptural Senfe of it ? 
'Tis my Opinion there may be many Things 
neccflary in the Divine Tranfaftions relating 
to the Salvation of Men, towards the con- 
triving^ procuring, and applying this Sol- 
vation, which perhaps may be alfo feme 
way intimated in the Word of God, which 
yet may not be neceflary to be known and 
believed by every Sinner that fliall partake 

of 
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of this Salvation : Nor do I think it is pro- 
per for Men to make the Knowledge and Be- 
lief of any of thefe Things neceflary to our 
Acceptance with God, but what God him- 
felf has made fo by moft exprefs Language 
in his own Word 5 which I cannot fee con- 
cerning the Atonement of Chrift. 

^uery II. TV ^A Y not fome of the Texts 
XVJL <>f Scripture which you 
have mentioned, as pronoundng the con- 
demning Sentence upon Agrippa and his 
Followers, be very fairly and juftly con- 
ftiiied and explained into a milder and gen* 
tlerSenfe ? That in Heb. x. 26. moft a.ppa- 
«ntly means fuch a wilful Sinning after we 
have received the Knowledge of the Truths as 
amounts to a ftubborn and wilful Rejeftion 
of the Gofpel of Chriji^ and not of one par- 
ticular Article in it : And for fuch Perfons 
there remains no more Sacrifice^ &c. And 
the Expreflion of P^/^r concerning thofe who 
bring upon themfelves fwift DeftruStionj by de^ 
nying the Lord that bought them, 2 Pet. ii. i. 
certainly implies either a Denial of God, 
the true God, the Father, who bought or re- 
deemed the Jews for his People, as *tis ex- 
prefs'd in Deut. xxxii. 6. Is he not thy Fa- 
tber who hath botfght thee ? or a more uni- 
verfal Renunciation x^f Chrift in all his Of- 
fices, and not merely a Denial oflus Atone- 
ment or the Purchafe of Sinners by Ki& 
G ^\o^ 
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, Blood. Where is there any fuch Sentence 
of Damnation in Scripture denounced againft 
thofe who do believe the Gofpel, but difbe- 
lieve the proper Atonement of Cbrift^ as our 
Saviour mMarkxYu 1 6. pronounces againft 
thofe who under proper and fufficient Evi- 
dence utterly rejed: the Gofpel itfelf? Con- 
cerning fuch Perfons "'tis faid, He that be- 
Jievetb not ft)all he damned: But this is not 
faid concerning thofe who dijfbelieve a real 
Atonement, and without fome fuch plain 
Expreflion, '*tis hard to pronounce fuch a 
.Damnation merely by Confequences. 

^ery III. ;1^ RAY, Ferventio , be To 
X^ good as to inform me when 
ithis Doftrine of the proper Atonement of 
iChriSt began to be neceffary to Salvation. 
'*Tis certain it was not neceflary in Chri^s 
Life-time, for St. Peter himfelf did not 
know tbsLt'CbriJl Ihould die when he faid, 
Far be it from tbee^ Lord, Matth. xvi. 22, 
which was not long before his Death. At the 
Days of Pentecc^ after the Refurredion of 
Chrift, when the Gofpel- Kingdom was fet 
up in the World, Peter in his firfl: Sermon 
rdoth not fpeak a Syllable of it, AS. ii. And 
as it is granted that Jefus in his own Life 
hinted it but now and then, fo in the whole 
Hiftory of the ASs of tbe Apples ^ whick 
contains an Account of the Primitive Mini- 
stration of the Gofpel to the Jews and^f»- 
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tiles J this Doftrine is very little mentionM. 
I muft confefs TauUnus has fhew'd to my 
furprize how continually this Doftrine is 
inlifted upon in the Epiftles ofPauly Peter j 
and John: Yet if we make Scripture Hifto- 
•ry our Rule of Judgment concerning Fafts, 
4t feems probable that Multitudes of Souls 
i)ecame true Believers in Chrift^ with very 
little Acquaintance with this Doftrine, or 
the Profeffion of it. before thofe Epiftles 
were written. Muft dien the Time of the 
Writing and Publifhmg thofe Epiftles be 
the precife Date of this fundamental Article ? 
Which was the Year, and which was the 
©ay, when the Canon of Scripture was fo 
compleated, and divulged, and received in 
the Churches, that all the fundamental Ar- 
ticles were fettled at that Period ? And who- 
gave Fervent io the Notice of it? 

^^ry.IV.QUPPOSING it could be 
l5 made out that this is the ge- 
neral Rule of Scripture, as it is now com- 
pleated, that he that trujts not in the Death 
of Christ as a proper Atonement for Sin^ Jhall 
never be pardoned ; yet is it not poffible that 
the great and gracious God may know the 
particfal^r Circumftances under which fome 
Men are placed, the fpecial Prejudices that 
•may be wrought in their Minds even from 
Infancy, and the unhappy Influences they 
may be expofed to in tneir gr<witv^Xt.^x^^ 
G 2 ^jj\cl^ 
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which may greatly excufe their Ignorance, 
.and dinriinifh their Crime, tho* they may 
not yet undcrftand nor receive the Doftrine 
,of the Atonement of Christ in its full and 

? riper Senfe? And may not fuch a View;of 
'hings in the All-furveying^Eye of God, 
the merciful and righteous Judge ofMen^ 
4give occafion to mollify the Rigoui: and 
Severity of this Rule, and to defcend to a 
milder Sentence ? Nathan the Prophet be- 
ing fent from God, did not condemn Davii 
to die, tho* the general Rule oitHtitJffunJh 
Law puts the Adulterer to death. *Tis nc- 
^effary indeed that the Words of a publick 
Law (hould be ftrong and pofitive : But if 
the Expreflions in this Cafe were pofitive 
and ftrong, is there no fuch Thing as a - 
iCourt of Equity In theBreaft of God, where- 
in fome unhappy Perfon may find Relief, 
who may ftand expofed to the general Sen- 
tence of the publick Law, by fome early and 
•ftrong Prejudices which may have darkned 
his Judgment, and led him aftray fit)m 
Truth and Duty ? May not God have pity 
,on fuch a Creature and fave him ? 

^ery V.TS it not a poflible Thing that 
1 one good Man may be fufFer- 
,ed to fall -'fo far into a Miftake, as to believe 
jthe Atonement of CbriSt is but Figurative 
•and Emblematical^ and not Real and Pro- 
j|3^r? Is it impoffible j;hat a fincere and dili- 
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gent Searcher of the Truth, who loves and* 
values his Bible, and reads it Night and 
Day, with Prayer that he may learn the 
Mind and Will of his Maker there, fhould 
fell into the Sentiments of Agrippa concern- 
mg the Death of ChriSi ? Do you pronounce 
it an utter Impoflibility that a Man Ihould 
be convinced of Sin, fhould be humble and 
penitent before G(^, Ihould return to his 
Maker in all the Ways of known Duty, and 
yet ihould miftake- the true Senfe of fuch 
Scriptures as fpealc of this Atonement? Sure- 
ly, I think, there are two x>r three Perfons of 
my Acquaintance, whofe Souls are very fin- 
cere in their Searches of Divine Truth, in* 
order to.praftife all the known Will of God, 
and yet they hare not hitherto been per- 
Jfe^udcd to believe thsitCbriSi* wasT a proper" 
^Propitiation for the Sins of Men by his^ 
Death in your Senfe : Is all their Repen- 
tance, all their Love to God, all their Ho- 
linefs and fincere Deftres to pleafe him, all' 
their Trufl in Jefus CbriH as a Mediator 
with the Father, and their Submiffion to* 
him as a King, is it air made void by their 
Ignorance of this one Doftrine, {viz ^ his A- 
toning Sacrifice in the fcripturalSenfeofit? 
I defire alfo to put in one Word here con- 
cerning thofe who have all thefe Charafters 
of fincere CbriitianSy and yet doubt of the 
efFe6tual and irrefiflible Influences of the Spi- 
rit of God in our Day^ turning the Heart of 

G 3. SVNC«X% 
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Sinners to God, and with an Almighty Pow- ■ 
er changing the Bent of their Souls to Holi- 
nefs. May not the blefled Spirit beftow 
this Favour on any of thofe who know not 
this Doftrine ? Is fuch an Ignorance an eter- 
nal Bar againft his enlightening and convert- 
ing Operations ? Can they be enlightened in 
this Truth without his Influences ? Will he 
ibr ever deny thefe BleflTings to thofe honeft 
Souls who happen to miftake the Extent of 
his Influences, and limit them only to the 
primitive Times ? I might repeat almoft all 
the former Queftions with regard to thfi 
Doftrine alfo, and alk if Ferventio would 
judge and condemn all fuch Ferfons, and 
leave them no Hope. ( 

I wifli Ferventio would anfwer fuch Que* 
ries as thefe : I beg you would take thenii' 
Sir, into your further Confideratiort when 
you are alone and retired. In the mean time 
I would appeal to ChariStes here prefcnt, 
whether there is not a great deal to be faid 
on the negative Side of this Queftion, con- 
cerning the Neceflity of believing thefe Doc- 
trines in order to the Salvation of Men. 

And I^iays Ferventio^ will appeal to Cha- 
riStes too, tho* I believe, by what I have 
heard of him, that his Charity is fometimes 
ilretch*d to a Length beyond my Reach : 
But before he pronounces his Opinion, I 
beg leave to make thefe two or three Remarks 
on Cavenor^^ Queftions. 
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The Firft is, that he has not fo much a^ 
attempted to refute my Arguments for the 
Neceflity of this Doftrine, except only in 
mollifying the Senfe which I have given of 
two Scriptures : So that almoft every thing: 
r have faid ftands in its full Force, tho* he 
has been making ^eries on the contrary ' 
Side: And 

Secondly^ IhtgChariftes to obfervethat 
the greateft Part of CavenorH Defence may 
Be applied to Deijls and Infidels^ as welF 
as to ^r///tf,- with* a little Change of the 
Words. 

And my U^'Rmmic is this, thkt Gavenor' 
jippofes a Man may be truly Pious and^ 
Religious, r in the Pradice of Faith, Re- 
pentance and Hdlinefs,«who renounces this^^ 
greacand iniportant ©edriiwe of tl^ Gofpel' 
of which we hav^e been treating ; hut this" 
is what I cannot well aflent to : And befides, 
r think there is a great deal of difference 
between the mere. Ignorance of thefe Doc- 
trines in a Perfon who has no Advantages 
for Knowledge, and the renouncing them 
when they are fet in fo plain a Light as 
to appear to be the exprefs Language and 
Diftates of Chrift and his Apoftles. And 
now I intreat you,* Charijies, and I join 
with Cavenor to beg this favour of you, that 
you would tell us your Sentiments on this 
Slibj5<a. 
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SECT. VI 

lie DoBrines qfiirmedy andtBeirNeceJJiij 
limited and adjujied, 

CHARISrES was very unwilling 
to become an Umpire in fuch an awful 
and difficult Debate ; yet being'much import 
tun^d, he did at laft prevail upon himfelf,and 
began to explain himfelf in the foUowii^ 
Manner. 

With regard to the Arguments, ufed by 
Paulinus in Vindication of thefe Dodtrines, I 
think, when put all together, they carry fuch 
Weight and Force with them^ that I do not 
fee how any reafonabic Pcrlbn, who reads 
th^ New T^ftament,^ can wett- rcfift them,^ 
except he lies ufider the powerftil and pre- 
vailing Influence of fome culpable Prejudice. 
I muft acknowledge alfo the Reafonable- 
nefs of Fervent ioh Zeal in a Matter of fo m-eat 
Importance in Chriftianity. As thefe Doc- 
trines are fo evidently a Part of that Fat A 
which was once delivered to the Saints y. I do 
not wonder to fee Ferventio contend fo eamefi- 
ly for them. 'Tis proper to have their Im- 
portance fet before the Mind in a folemn 
* and awful Light ; and moft of the Argu- 
ments he has ufed feem to carry fuch a De- 
gree of Evidence in them, as ought to 
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awaken the Spirits of thofe who arefearch- 
ing after Divine Knowledge, to take heed 
left they drop any neceffary Part of the 
great Salvation. I am of FervenHo^% Opi- 
nion, that our Charity muft not be boundlels : 
It muft have its proper Limits acxording to * 
Scripture: Yet, I fear, he has exprefs'd 
himfelf with a little tob much Severity and ^ 
too little Charity in fome Part^ of his Dif- 
courfeonthis Subje^li 

And I fear then, faid Paulinus^ I'lhall fall > 
under Cenfure upon the fame account. Per- - 
haps my Zeal for thefe great and bleffedi 
Do<5lrines of the Gofpel may have given tdo^ 
much Sharpnefs to fome of my Expreflions, -. 
while I was purfiiing. a Courfe of Arguments' 
But you will forgive me, GJbari/ies, ifincc • 
you know that I have two Sons here in Lon^ 
dotty in the midft of thefe Errors and dange- 
rous Opinions. The young Fellows don't 
want a natural Genius, and I thank God,M 
they have fomething of a ferious Turn to- - 
wards Religion too ; but they love t6 keep ' 
polite Company, and if AgrippaH Creed 
grow much in fafhion, I fear they will be 
tainted with it, and lofe a great deal of that 
Ghriftianity which 1' taught them in their 
younger Years. Twas that tender-Concern • 
for the Welfare of their Souls -which dwells 
always with me, that might help perhaps • 
to give an. Edge and Accent to fome of my 
Sfexuences^.and lieel it incliats m<^ foxcss.^ • 

G 5 WSNK^ 
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times to fay a fevere Word or two againft 
thefe growing and pernicious Notions : And 
tho' after all that Cavenor has faid in a way 
ofExcufe, lamftill fatisfy'd of the Falfe- 
hood and Danger of them, yet I am forced 
to acknowledge that in fome of his Que- 
ffions he has fuggefted feveral Thoughts,, 
which may draw out the Heart of a Chriftian 
to greater Degrees of Moderation and Can- 
dor than Ferventio feems to admit of. How- 
ever, Chariftes^ I beg you would proceed to 
fulfil the Requeft of thefe Gentlemen here 
prefent, and fhew us your Opinion upon the 
Subjeft of their Debate. 

I take a pleafure. Sir,- faid Charijies^ to 
obey your Orders at all Times, and parti- 
cularly fince you have confirmed the Requeft 
of thefe Gentlemen : And I would therefore 
humbly propofe it to the Company, whe- 
theiwthis Conteft between Cavenor and Fa'- 
ventio about the l^IeceJJity of believing the A- 
tonement of Chrift in order to Salvation may 
not be compromised by fome fuch Confide- 
rations as thefe. 

Conftd. I . There are fome Things-which 
hold jfo very important a Place in the Chri- 
ftian Religion, that in their very Nature 
iJiey feem to be EJfential to Chriftianity as it 
is a well^connefted Syftem of Doftrines and 
Practices, i'ormed upon the compleat Reve- 
lation of the New Teftamcnt. Thefe have 
been ijfually call'd Fmiaminils^ from a Sup- 
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ppfition that the Apoftli^ enumerated them 
all, Heb. vi. 1. where he fpeaks of theF^««f- 
dation of Repentance from dead ff^orks, and- 
Faith towards Gody &c. and which are there 
called the Principles of the I>o£lrine of thrift. 
But I chufe rather to call them Effentiais, to' 
avoid fomethingof thofe Controverfies which -^ 
have been already form'd upon the 'Word^ 
Fundamentals, - and are attached to it.^ 

Now among other Charafters which may { 
be given of EJfentials or Fundamentals^ I'-^ 
look upon thofe Things to be fuch Ejfential ' 
Parts of Chriftianity, which being clearly ' 
revealed in the New Teftament, - many or' 
moft of the fpecial Privileges of it, and the ■ 
fpecial Duties of it^are contained in them or ' 
founded upon them : For thefe Privileges • 
and thefe Duties are nothing elfe but the 
Engagements whicR the Golpd reprefents- ' 
ctfi God's fide, and requires on ours, - as it 
is properly a Covenant of Grace betweerv- 
God and Man -, and fiirely thefe Engage- 
ments of Bleflings.and Duties are effentialto ' 
this Covenant, as it is a Cohllitution in ' 
which two Parties are ihutually engaged, or " 
at leaft which is proposed of God to* be ac- - 
cepted of Man. 

Confid. 2. Upon this accourtt the Efodrihe * 
of the Atonement of Chriji for Sin feems-to - 
me to be an ejfential V^irt of Chriftianity,* 
becaufe & many of" the peculiar- Pnw- 
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leges and chief Duties of it are fo deeply 
interefted therein, and are founded upon it. 
As for the Duties of Repentance, Faith,. 
and Hope, Prayer and Traife, Love and 
Obedience to God and Chrift^ this Doftrine 
of the atoning Sacrifice of Cbrift is deeply 
concerned in them all. Doth not St. Paul in 
- his Epiftle to the Romans, ch. vi. build our 
Hatred to Sin, our Repentance for it, and 
our Mortification of it on the Do&rine of 
the foregoing Chapters, where he had treat- 
ed largely on the Atoning Blood of the Son 
of God ? How Jball v^e continue in Sin fince 
Chriji died to remove it ? Is not our Faith- 
required to be ^ Faith in the Blood of Cbrijt, 
Rom. iii. 25 ? Does not our Hope depeiri 
on his Death and his Refurreftion, Rom, v. 
5, 6. and viii. 34 ? Are we not direfted to 
pray /» /i&^ Name of our great High Prieft 
who made Reconciliation or Atonement for 
Sins^ Johnxvi. 23, 24; Helx ii. 17. and iv. 
14, 16? Have we not Acctfs to Ged tbrtf 
this Mediator, who has made Piace by the 
Blood bf his Cro/sj Ephef. ii. 13, 14, 16, 18 ? 
Is he not appointed our Advocate with tie 
Father, and our Prt^itiation to encourage 
us to avoid every Sin„ i John ii. i, 2 ? Muft 
we not offer Praife to our iM^AJefus Chriji 
as the Church in Heayen does, becaufe he 
• h^as redeemed us with bis own SAood, Rey. v. 
p, 13 ? h not his dying for us reprefentedas 
aMcaibn and Mgtw^ ^ ^wx t/ive and- 
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©bcdience to him, that \%^living tohim^ 2 Cor.. 
V. 15? 

Thus much for the Buiiss of the Cove- 
nant of Grace -, and as for the Prctnifes and 
Privileges of it, {viz.) Pardon of Sin, Jufti— 
fication, Acceptance with God, Anfwer of ^ 
Prayer, holy Peace and Joy, together "with^ 
the Expeftation of heavenly Bteflfednefs, are 
not all thefe built,, according to the Wri- 
tings ofthe Apoftles,.on the Doftrine of the 
atoning^ Sacrifice of Chriji, or his dying 

for our Sins, Rom, v. ir il?' Is not 

the Blood of Chrift, which atones for Sin, 
Heb. X. 10. call'd the Blood of the Covenant^ . 
in ver. 29 ? the Blood of the everlafting Cove^ 
nant^ whereby God becomes the God of 
Peace ^ Heb.xiii»20? Is. not this the Blood 
of that Sacrifice that hias reconcfled God and 
Man, and brought them into a Covenant of 
Peace and mutualLove ? And indeed with^ 
out Blood under the Law or Gofpel there is no • 
Remiffion of Sins, no Peace with God for 
Sinners. 

If ybq review aH that Paalinus and Fef^ 
ventio have faid on this Subjeft, and what 
•h^ been cited from the late Dr. Evans, I 
think rthere cannot be much room to doubt 
whether tlie Doftrine of Gy&r^V atoning Sa- 
crifice be not an ejfential Article in the Chri* 
ftian Covenant, fo that our Qu-iftianity. is a 
wry incomplcat Thing without it*. 
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Let me afk one ^eftion here : What 
would you have thought of a Man who pre- 
tended to be a Jew in the Land of Ifrael 
during that Dilpenfation^ and yet did neither 
believe nor priftife any thing relating to 
the Sacrifices aiid. Offerings of Atonement 
which were appointed by Mofes^ but re- 
nounced and neglected them all? Could you 
imagine this Man was a Jincere and cm- 
pleat Jew? Or could he be a hearty Be- 
liever and Praftifer of the Religion of 
Mofts ? How then can a Man be called a 
ccmpleat Chrijiian^ who renounces the only 
Sacrifice of Atonement which belongs to the 
Chriftian Religion, and which i&the only 
Medium of our Forgivenefs of Sins ? The 
Man who denies and renounces this eflential 
Doftrine, tho' in common Language he has 
the Name of Cbrijiian given him, (the 
Name being determined by the major Part 
of his Opinions) yet if Names were to be 
apply'd by .the Rules of ftrid Proportion 
and Juftice, I do not fee how his Charafter 
could arife higher than that of almoft a 
Cbrijiian. 

As thefe Words were pronounced, Fer- 
ventio rofe up^ for he was grown big with 
an Inference which he could not fupprefs : 
^Upon this foot, fays he,. y^r/^/><ycan icarce 
ht half a Chriftian^ for his Creed has dropp'd 
fo many qf thefe Eflentials of Chriftianity, 
Jtba,t 1 &ar he \»almo^ a Cbri^ion, But pray, 
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Cbarijies^ go on to your third Conjideration. 
I^bey, Sir, faid Chariftes^ and purfu*d hia > 
Difcourfe. . 

Conftd. 3, AH :the EJJentiaU.of Chrifti- 
anity can hardly be fuppofed neceflary to be ' 
believed or acknowledged in order to the 
Salvation of every Man 5 for F£rvtntio him- - 
felf has confefs'd that his own Charity might 
extend fo far as to include a Heathen within . 
the Reach of Salvation, who fhould be Re- 
ligious and Penitent,. defirous to know and: 
do the Will of God, and to truft in his. 
Mercy fo far as the Light of Nature can . 
trace out his Mercy and his Will,:- provided 
that he never had Opportunity or Means to- 
know Chrijl and his Gofpel, and confe- 
quently neither knows nor believes any one 
of the peculiar EJfenfiak * of Chriftianity, 
*Tis hard to make incurable Ignorance a 
Ground of utter Condemnation. And there- 
fore 'tis certain that when CHir Saviour com- - 
m^nds hh Gofpel to be preached to all^ and. 
p;-onounces Damnation on him that believes it 
noty there muft be fufficient Light and Evir- 
dence fuppofed : and none can incur this Sen- 
tence but fuch as by fome Fault of the 

WiU^.. 

* EJfentialssf Chrijl Unity are either es/nmon or picu* 
liar. Common are thofe which>it borrows from Natural 
Religion, fuch as the Being of God, the Necefiity of 
Holinefs, Repentance for Sin, and hoping for Mercy. 
The peculiar EJftntiaU of it are the Atonement of Chrifi^ 
bis Interccffion, Faith in him, ^tajVa^ Vdl \iLv'^^\aRv 
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Will, cither negljcd, avoid, or refift this 
Evidence. 

Conjii. 4. If this be admitted, will it not 
follow then, that there is no one of all the 
, peculiar EJfenfials of Chriftianity which aw 
abfolutely and certainly neceflary to Salva- 
tiop, where there has not been . fufficient 
Means of Light and Evidence for the Know- 
ledge of them ? And confequently the ne- 
ceffary Requifites to the Salvation of parti- 
cular Perfons in Chriftianity itfelf, as well as 
in all the reft of the Difpenfations of God 
towards fallen Man, muft.be as various as- 
are the Cafes and Circumftances of every 
particular. Perfon, with regard to their dif-^ 
ferent Opportunities and Advantages for 
Light and Knowledge. 

And upon this foot of Reafoning, not' 
only in different Nations and in different 
Ages, the Things that are neceffary to the 
Salvation of particular Perfons jnuft be very 
different, - according to the different Re«- 
velations and Advantages under which they 
lived, but even in the fame Nation and in 
the fame Age,, fome of thofe Articles of 
Chriftianity nuy be neceflary to the Salva* 
tion of thofe Perfons who live in religious 
Families, and in Towns where the Gofpel 
is preached in its Fulnels and Glory, which 
Articles are not neceffary to the Salvation of 
thofe who live in obfcure Villages, among . 
-Koc^and-WoodSy ixt lixxk Cottages and 
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dark Corners of the Country, where there 
is no Preaching, and where very few People 
are poffcfs'd of Bibles, or are able to read 
them. Some Pbints of Faith and Praftice 
may be neceffary for thofe who are educated 
in the conftant Profeffion of them amongft 
the brighteft Evidences of Reafon and Scrip- 
ture to fupport them, which may not be 
neceffary to thofe who are bred up from 
their Infancy amidft the contrary Errors, 
and are furrounded and clouded with athou- 
fand unavoidable Prejudices agaihft them. 
'Tis only a Negleft or Refiftance of Light 
that renders Error fo very criminal a Thing.. 
Conjtd. 5. Thence it will follow, that hbw^ 
ever Chriftian Churches muft form thebeft 
Judgment they can for themfelves, how 
many of thefeEflentkls of Chi-iftianky are 
noceffary^ta be'^K)feS*ff in bitlert^ Chufch- 
Fellowfliip (which Affair muft be tranfafted 
by the general Rules of Scripture and Men's 
outward Profeffion) yet it is God alone, who 
is the fupreme and final Judge of Men's eter- 
nal States, that can determine how much of 
thefe Effentials in Faith or Praftice is ne- 
ceffary to the Salvation of each particular 
Perfon : He alone* knows the precife Mea- 
fure of Light and Evidence which is fuffi- 
cient to convince every Man of the Truth, 
and *tis he who has Authority to fay, ^he^ 
Soul that believes it notjhall be damned. I fay, , 
*XA% he alone ha^ fufficient Penetration and 
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Cognizance of the Situation and Circum- 
ftances, and the Workings of the Heart 
of every Perfon, to apply his own Rules al- 
ways without Miftake. In his divine Ba- 
lance he exaftly ponders the Weight of 
every unavoidable Prejudice, and every Dif- 
ficulty from within and without, under 
which a Perfon labours in his Enquiries 
after Truth. He can make juft Allowances 
for them all when he decides, their State. 
He furveys alfo all the Exercifes of humble 
Dependance on his Grace, all the fervent 
Prayers which have been offered up by fuch^ 
a Soul for Divine Light and Condud: ; and 
all thefe fhall be put into the Balance in 
wderto Judgm wt 4 . The. Lord the Judge of 
the whole Earth will do right. 'Tis his own 
Work, and he transfers it not to us. . 

Conjid. 6. Yet ftill we may venture to* 
affert, that where there are great and con- 
ftant Advantages for Light and for Ac- 
quaintance with the whole Chriflian Reli- 
gion, it is a Matter of the utmoft Hazard 
to renounce fo* important and fo eSentialan 
Article of Chriftianity as this ofthcjitom- 
ing Sacrifice ofChrift. A Man had need be 
well affured of his Sincerity in fearching. 
after Truth, and that he has indulged no- 
criminal Prejudice, no fecret Biafs of Paf- 
fion, no Warpings of Heart by Humour 
or Intereft, no vain Elations of the Pride 
ofReafon andSelf-fufiiciencys he had need 

be. 



and the Operations of the Spirit. 1 39- 
be very confcious alfo that he has earneftly 
fought Light and Inftruftion of God, toge- 
dier with his own honeft Enquiries, and 
that he has never wilfully neglefted or a- 
voided any Evidence ; I fay, a Man had^ 
need be well affured of all this, who reads- 
this Do<5trine daily in his New Teftament 
fo plainly exprefs^d and fo often repeated 
there, and yet denies this Truth, abandons 
this Refuge of a guilty Creature, and re- 
nounces this Divine Hope. A Man had 
need have very bright Evidences of the 
fteady Uprightnefs of his Soul in reading 
the Scripture, and feeking the Way of Sal- 
vation there, without Pride or Partiality, 
who confeffes himfelf a finful Creature, and' 
•yet with the New Teftament in his hands 
refiifes to receive this bleffed Provifion of 
iGracc which is there offered, and dares ven» 
Ture into the Prefencc of a Holy and Sin- 
avenging God without a Propitiation, with- 
out a Sacrifice. 

I defirc it may be obferved here, that feve- 
ral Things which I have afTerted concerning ; 
the Propitiation of the Blood of Chriji might 
be alfo apply*d to the fanilifying Operations 
of the Holy Ghoji^ but perhaps not in the • 
fame Degree ; for tho**l believe thefe Ope- 
rations to be an effeyitial Part of Chriftianity^ , 
yet they may not be quite fo powerfully 
pronounced in Scripture, or not fo largely 
argued or not fo frequently repeated, as the. ^ 
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Atonement of Cbrifi is, and therefore per- 
haps the Neceflity of acknowledging that 
Dodlrine may not be quite fo great. I am 
verily perfuaded,and I think there is Reafon 
for it in Scripture, that no M^n fhall be 
faved who is not made Partaker of both 
thefe Bleffings -, nor do I pretend to fay 
which is moft neceffary to the Salyation of 
Men in the great Scheme and Counfels of 
God. If a Heathen that knows not Cbrijt 
be ever accepted of God and forgiven, *tis 
thro* the Atonement which the ^Blood of 
Chriji has made. If ever he be renewed to 
Repentance and Holinefs, *tis thro*^the In- 
fluence of the Blefled Spirit. And tho*' 
fome who cdlthaxi&i^es:CbrfJiiiMi may not 
receive nor profefs thefe Truths, yet if ever 
they are fayed, it muft be by the F^cli»- 
riofi of ^t£t BleffingSy. ^^heAier they wiU 
believe and acknowledge it or no ; and they 
are infinitely more indebted to Cbriji their 
Redeemer, and the 5^/W/ their Sandtifier^ 
tiian Cbriji and the Spirit are to them. Who- 
foever is Eleil or chofen to Salvation accords 
ing to the Foreknowledge of God the Father^ *tvs 
thro" SanSlification of the Spirit unto Obe- 
dience ^ and fprinkling of the Blood of Jefus 
Chrift^ I Pet. i. 2. And may God the Fa- 
ther, the Son, and the Holy Spirit, have 
all due Acknowledgments and Honours, 

I will allow to Cavenor that there may be 
msiny of the Divine Mediums whereby our 

\ Sal- 
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Salvation was either contrived, procured, or 
applied, which may not be clearly revealed 
unto us, and therefore are not neceflary to 
be acknowledged by us :: But thofe Me- 
diums, (viz.) the Sacrifice ofCbrifi^ and the 
Operations of the Holy Spirit j, which are fo 
carefully and fo plainly revealed to us in 
Scripture, that our perfonal Tranfadlions 
vith the great God may be managed thro* 
die Merit of the one, and the Influence of 
the other, thefe are neceflary to be' acknow- 
ledged and received wherefoever this Reve- 
lation comes withfufiicient Light and Evi- 
dence. .What are the chief Reafons why 
the Names of the Son of God and his bleffed 
^Spirit are revealed irom Heaven to be of 
ftanding Ufe in the Religion of Mankind 
thro* all the Ages of Chriflrianity, if it be 
not that one may be acknowledged as the"^ 
J^edeemer of his People, and the other as the 
Sanilifier ; and that there may be a conti- 
nual Dependance on the Merit of the one, 
and the Influences of the other in all our 
Tranfaftions with God ? *Tis thro* 7^/«j, 
who is our Peace-maker by his Bloody that we 
both Jews and Gentiles have ourAccefs by one 
Spirit unto the Father y Epbef. ii. i8. The 
Blood of the Sacrifi^ce has paved out a new 
and^a living way to God^ and the powerful 
Influences of the Spirit conduft us in that 
Way, Dreadful Hazard of mifling God, 
if we renounce the Way when it is fo plainly 
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jBiewn us, and refufe this Divine Condufter 
who offers his Afliftance ! 

1 muft confefs for my own part, I would 
not for a World venture my Soul upon the 
mere Mercy of Goci without any Regard to 
the Atonement of Chr^^ nor truft to be re- 
ne^d by the Powers of Nature without 
feeking the Operations of the Spirit of 
Grace, fince they are reveal'd in Scripture 
with »fo much Evidence : Yet neither to 
gain a World would I dare fet up for a 
Judge, and pronounce Hell and Damnation 
upon any fuch humble and fincere Soul, as 
'"uavenor faith he is acquainted with •, fuch a ^ 
Soul who repents of Sin, who loves God j 
heartily, and receives the Gofpel of Cbrifi \ 
as his only Hope ; and at the fame time i 
with humble Prayer and Diligence feeks 
after all Divine Truth, tho' he has not yet 
been able to receive thefe Doctrines in the 
full Scriptural Senfeofthem, and is afraid to 
believe them for want of fuller Convidion. i 
Wherefoever fuch a Perfon is found, I am 
well perfuaded, the bleffcd God, who is 
himfelf the Author of all this good Work 
in his Heart, will not fuffer him to perifli 
for want of Knowledge. Our great High 
Prieft can have Compajfion on the Ignorant and 
on them that are out of the Way. If the Be- j 
liefof his Atonement be neceffary to their 
Salvation, he will find ways to illuminate 
the Mind and convince the Confcience, and 

H(iU 
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vill rather fend an Angel or an Apoftle to 
hem, as he did to Cornelius^ than that any 
incere Penitent Ihould fall under a Con- 
temning Sentence. 



u 



SECT. VII. 

The tranfcendent Advantages of the Doc^ 
trines of the Atonement ofChriJiand 
the SanSiification of the Spirit toward 
all Chrijiian Duties. • 

WHEN Chariftesh^ei finifh'd his 
Difcourfe, Cavenor acknowledged 
how much he was' pleafed and pro- 
fited by the greatcft Part of it : And I think 
faid he, I Ihall become a Convert of Paulinus 
and you, if you can clear up one Point of 
Difficulty that fticks with me ftilljand that 
is, that you fuppofe the Chriftian Duties of 
Repentance, Faith, and Love, Prayer, and 
Hope, with univcrfil Obedience, to be 
built on this particular Doftrine of the 
Atonement for Sin by the Blood of Cbrift. 
I confefi the Scriptures you have brought 
feem to give fortie Countenance to it 5 but 
does not Agrippa^s Creed fecure the Ner 
ccffity of all the fame Duties? Suppbfe that 
\Cbrift (feed only as a Martyr for the Doftritie 
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of Pardon and Peace and eternal Life to be . 
obtain*d by Repentance and new Obedience; 
oriuppofe yet farther^ that he was put to 
death alfo to (hew, in a Way of Emblem, 
that Sin deferved Death ; are not Chriftians 
under the fame Obligations to believe the 
Do6brine of Cbrijly and to fulfil thefe Du- 
ties, as tho* he died a Sacrifice to make * 
Atonement for Sin ? This is certain, that 
the blefled Ood would never fend his own 
Son to our Earth, nor would his Son ever 
come down from Heaven, merely to bring 
Meflages of Notion and Speculation to Man- 
kind, if they have not a peculiar and confider- 
able Influence upon the Practice of Piety and 
Virtue. Tell me therefore plainly, Cbarifies^ 
what Advantages has the Doftrine of the 
Atonement of Cbrift and ih^ fan£lifying Ope- 
rations of the Spirit to promote pradicai 
Godlinefs, fo much beyond Jlgrippa^s Creed. 

This Tafk, reply'd Cbarifies^ 1 readily 
and .chearfuUy accept, and will endeavour 
to make it appear in feveral Inftances what 
a fuperior Influence on true Piety and Good- 
nefs our Doftrines have above all that Agrif- 
fa^s Creed can pretend to. 

And firft let us begin with the Atonement 
ofChrifi. The peculiar Advantages that it 
has to promote all Chriftian Duties are fuch 
as thefe. 

. I. It gives us a more awtful and dreadful 
Sm/e of Sin^ and awakens us by a more 

Colemn 
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folemn Motive to fincere and hearty Repen- 
tance: For hereby it appears that Sin is 
fo highly ofFenfive to the bleffed God, that 
he could not think fit to forgive it in Jiis 
Creatures, even where he defign*d to ih6w 
Mercy to them, without requiring fome 
Compenfation for the Honours of his broken 
Law ; and that by fuch a glorious Sacrifice 
as his own Son. Does not Sin appear more 
hateful when God thought it requifite that 
fuch a Divine Perfon, who is one with the 
Father, fhould pay down his Life and 
Blood, and yield to to many Agonies of 
Soul, if he would undertake to expiate the 
Guilt of it ? What is there in all the Pre- 
tences of the Death of Cbrift as a Witnels 
to the Truth of his Gofpel, or as a mere 
Reprefentation of what our Sins deferved ; 
what is there, I fay^ in all thijs, comparable 
to the grand and awful Idea, that the Son of 
God muft be made a Sacrifice before the 
Evil of Sin could be removed, even by a 
God of Mercy and Forgivenefs ? This more 
powerfully excites us to hate all Sin, and that 
with greater Deteftation, to feek the Mor- 
tification of it with a warmer Zeal, to 
mourn more fenfibly for our paft Tranf- 
greflions, and to walk with greater Watch- 
tulnefs for time to come, left we again de- 
file our Souls with fuch Abominations which 
the Soul of God hates with fo intenfc and ir- 
reconcileable a Hatred. 
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II. This Doftrinc of the Atonement of 
Chrift for our Sins, raifes in us much more 
•grand and fublime Ideas both of the Jufiice 
and of the Mercy of God^ than if Sin were 
pardoned, without an Atonement, and teaches 
us to contemplate thofe Perfedions of thi? 
Divine Nature with d^ul^le Veneration and 
Acknowledgment, By this means our religious 
Fear of God will be greatly increafed, and 
our Love to him be inflamed to a much 
higher Degree, as indeed the Benefit of 
rour Forgivenefs, when *cis fet in this Light, 
requires. Sinneris will be more eflfeftually 
-deterrM from venturing to affront that Jufticc 
which will not fuffer Mercy itfelf to pardon 
Sin without a Satisfadlion to the Rights of 
Government. Such Juftice will be more 
revered which would not fpare the Son of 
God himfelf when he had undertaken to 
become a SpOnfor for guilty Creatures: And 
Mercy will be adored with fo much greater 
Gratitude, fince God himfelf, the Perfon 
offended, hath in his rich Mercy found out 
and provided fuch a full Satisfaftion for his 
Juftice. I do but hint thefe Things, Cave- 
fioTj in brief Language to your Judgment 
in this Converfation, which if mentioned 
fcy a Preacher, would furnifli out abundant 
JSiatter for Amplification and Oratory. 

III. The Condefcenfion, the Cofftpqffim 
and Love of our blejfed Saviour is reprefcnted 
in a much more glorious Light by this Doc- 
trine 
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trine of his fufFering as a- Sacrifice in ^^ 
room and ftead of guilty Creatures, and 

.it Ihould engage our Returns in Love in a 
much higher Proportion, .Pray, Cavenor^ 
think with yourfelf, fhould a Perfon come 
down from Heaven to preach to you For- 
givenefs of Sins upon Repentance, and in 
order to affure you of the Truth and Autho- 
rity of his Commiffioft, fliould he expofe 
himfelf to Dea^h to bear Witnefs to his 
Meffage, or Ihould he fufFer himfelf to be 
put to death to Ihew you in Emblem what 
your Sins required -, wpuld this reprefent his 
Love and Compaflion to you in half fo high 
a Degree, as if you who are the Offender 
were demanded by God himfelf to terrible 
and eternal Execution, unlefs you could 

. find a Surety to fuffer for you, and the 
bleffed Je/us ftept forth and freely became 
your Surety, and had the Agonies and* the 
An^ifh of Death executed upon him in 
your ftead ; and fuppofe thereupon you 
were not only releafed from Bonds, but had 
alfo a Title to eternal Life given you on the . 
account of what he had done and fuffer'd? 
Methinks the Love manifefted in the one 

• Cafe above the other is fuperior to all Com- 
parifon, and demands a more abundant 
Meafure of our Gratitude and Affection. 

As for the fnere Proof of his Commiflion 
to publifh Pardon to Penitents, the Miracles 
of Cbriji cffefted this much more than his 
H 2 ^i^*^^ 
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Death could do : Nay his Death could ne- 
ver have done it without his Miracles. Al^ 
that his voluntary Death could pretend to, 
was to witnefs his own Sincerity in bringing 
this Meffage, but it could never of itfelf 
prove this Meflage to be Divine. And as 
fpr the Demonftration of what our Sins 
deferved, this was perhaps more efFeAually 
manifefted to the World in Emblem by 
bleeding Lambs and Bullocks every Day, 
Month, and Year, than byflie fingle Death 
of Chrift once in 6000 Years. But neither 
Miracles, nor Bullocks, nor Lambs, no 
Wonders wrought, nor bleeding Beafts fa- 
crificed, could ever exprefs, fuch amazing 
Pity and Love as the Son of God exprefs*d 
by dying as our Surety, agonizing in the 
midft of Torments which you fhould have 
fufFer*d, and expiring in your Head. Would 
not this excite and kindle your Love to a 
dying Saviour in a much fuperior D^ee to 
all the Reprefentations and Pretences of 
Agrippah Greed ? And would you not think 
all your Zeal and your future Diligence in 
Obedience infinitely his Pue^ who had done 
and fufFered fo much for you ? Thcfe 
Thoughts weredoubtlefs warm and powerr 
fill in the Heart pf the bleffed Apoftle, when 
he is crucify d and grows d^ad to every 
Thing by the Crofs of Chrift,^ when he lives 
only to the Service *ofCi&r^, who loved me^ 
Xaithhc, wdgave himfelffor me. 

IV.Our 
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IV. Our Faith and Hope in the pardoning 
Grace of God \^ greatly encouraged, arid 
confirm'd, and exalted to much higher De- 
grees by the Appearance of Chrifi*s dying as 
a Surety and Subftitute m our room and . 
Head, than ever it could be by the mere 
Suppofition of his Death as an Atteftation 
fo the Truth of his Doftrine, or as a mere 
Emblem of what our Sins deferved. Let 
me reprefentthe Matter to you, Cavettor^ in 
this manner. Suppofe a whole Province 
tinder the Dominion of fomc, great King 
fhould have r ebelPd againflt him; and as he 
has Ihewn himfelf upon all Occafions a 
Prince of ftritS Juftfce, fo he has made it 
appear that he has equal Sentiments of Com- 
panion and Mercy : Suppofe this offended 
Sovereign fliould fend his only Son with a 
Meflage of Forgivenefs to all that v/ould 
lay down their Arms and return to their 
Allegiance, and fhould appoint him ta 
yield up his Life to difcover how fincere he 
was in the Delivery of his Father's MelTager 
Or fuppofe he Ihould be required to die in 
their fight, in order to reprefcnt to them 
that each one of all thofe Millions of Re- 
bels had deferved Death ; I grant there 
would be fbme Encouragement for thefe 
Traitors to repent and return to- their Duty^ 
and trufl in the Mercy of the King : Thoughi 
by the way, this King would feem to be 
not over- wife, if he were fo lavilh of tlie 
H 3 • V&i 
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Life and Blood of his own Son, as to ap- 
point a Pcrfon of his Dignity to die for twa 
luch Purpofes, as a much meaner and more 
Ignoble Life might attain. 

But now on the other hand fuppofe lie 
ihould fend them a much kinder Meflage 
by his Son, (viz.) that tho* they had beai 
guilty of fugh Rebellion, yet he Was very 
unwilling fo large a Province of his Domi- 
nion ihould perifh, and yet his Laws and 
his Government demanded their Lives, un- 
lefs fpme Surety or Subftitute -could be 
found who* had Dignity enough tt> equal 
the Value of all the guilty Number, and at 
the fame time had Compaflion enough t(y 
ftand in their ftead„ and tcx become a &cri- 
fice for them : Suppole then that the King^s^ 
Son himfelf by the Father*^ Appointment 
fhould give up himfelf as a. i&irety and Sa- 
crifice to die in their room,, and t^- redeem 
their Lives with his own, with Affurance 
that every repenting Crimihar fhould enjoy 
the Benefit of this Redemption. As this 
would be a much more abundant Evidence 
of -the Juftice and Mercy of the King, 
would it not alfo encourage the FaitB and 
Hope of the poor guilty Creatures in his 
Porgivenefs to a much fuperior Degree, 
when they faw the. Royal Sacrifice as their 
Surety bleeding before them ? Such is the 
Goodnefs of the Son of God ; fuch is the 
Mercy of the FatlieF^ and now the Sinners 

'anwngft 
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amongfl: Mankind who repent and truft in* 
this Mercy, may be more abundantly aC- 
fured of Forgivenefs, for they can faLyGod 
u not only Faithful to his Word,, but Jufi 
to his Son in forgiving penitent Offenders .; 
he is faithful and jufi to forgive us our Sinsy 
for the Bloodvfjefus Chrijlhis Son redfeemeth 
and cleanfeth us from all Unrighteoufnefs.^ He 
will never exa£t the dreadful Puni^^inient of 
the principal Offenders fiuice he has receiv- 
ed fo honourable ^ Satisfaftion froni the 
Surety. Here is Jujiice itfelf aswell as Mercy 
ingaged on th^ fide of Forgivenefs, which 

fives a . bolder AfTurance to our Faith and^ 
lope of Pardon and Salvation. 
V.I might add • that our holy Freedom' or 
Confidence in Prayer is rais'd higher,, and alj^ 
oUr AddrcfTes to tl%e* Throne of Grace iiii 
and by 7^x ^;s a Mediator and fntfercciorory 
are mu^h more animated^ encouraged, and 
fupported by the Sacrifice of the Son of 
God than by any of the Ddftrines ofjigrip- 
jptf's Creed r And therefca-e the facred Wri- ' 
ter to the Hebrews .expreffes himfelf thus^^ 
cb. X. V. 19, H^e have Boldnefs or Confidence, 
Br^tbrenyJo enter into the Uolie/i by the Blood 
of,^efus\ and. V. 22. Let us draw near in' 
full JJfurancc of Faithj having our Hearts 
fprinkledj. i. je. with this: Blood, from an evil 
or guilty Confcience. But . Fervent io has pa- 
raphrased on tJUs Text already,- and there- 
fore lanv brief. ' . 
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Befides, our Prayers gain further Encou- 
ragement hereby, for we know. now that 
the rifen and afcended Saviour pleads for no- 
thing on our Account but what he himfetf 
has purchafed with his own Blood : And 
we venture to alk the biggeft and the beft of 
his Bleflings in his Name, becaufe he pleads 
for them all as the Fruit of his own Purchafe, 
for he kas paid the Price of his Life for 
them, when he died to redeem us from every 
Curfe. - 

Thus much in refped of the leveral Chri- 
ftian Duties that relate fo God and bis Son 
Jcfus. 

VI. In the Iqfi Place let us confidcr what 
Influence the Dealh of Chrift as a Sacrifice 
<n ourftead n^ay have upon our Love^ ahd all 
our confequentDuties toourFellow-Creatures, 
above and beyond what the Death of Cbrip 
could have in any other View. Here we 
ihall be plentifully convinced if we do but 
take one fingle Scri{)tufe and try to explain 
it both ways ; that is i John iii. i6. Herekf 
perceive we the Love of Gody becaufe he laid 
down bis Life for uSy and we ought to lay down 
cur Lives for the Brethren, 2lgrippa would 
explain it thus : J ejus the Son of God bore 
Teftimony to his Go^el with his own 
Blood, or he fufitred Death to fhew us by 
way of Emblem what our Sins required, 
and therefore we ought to lay down our 
JLjves for one another. Surely the Inference 

here 
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here does not feem fo ftrong, nor the Con- 
nexion fb plain as to reach the Confcience of 
every Chriftian with Evidence and Power, 
But if Paulinus were to explain it,. I dare 
venture even in his Prefence to fay that 
he' would make the Force of St, John^s 
reafohing appear much more evident and 
conftraining thus.* J ejus Cbfift the Son of 
God, whom this Evangelift more than once 
reprefents as God himfejf, took human Flefli 
and Blood ujpon him, that he might be ca- 
pable of dying as a Ranfom for his Bre- 
thren, the Sons of Men ; and he aftually laid 
down his Life as a Surety to fkve them from 
■ dying : Surely then we who are the Follow- 
ers of Chrift Ihould be ready to lay down 
our Lives for our Brethren, when Provi- 
dence calls us to it. I need' not alk you, 
Ctfw»^r, which of thefe Doftrines* carries the 
.plaincft and ftrongeft Inference and Motive 
with it for our Love to our Fellow-Chri- 
ftians, even in the moft glorious and felf- 
denying Inftances of it ? 

Thus far have I beenlhewing fomeof the 
Advantages which the Death of Chrift ^ cod- 
fideredasan Atonement for Sin^ has to en- 
gage us in all Chriftian Duties, above the 
View of his Death in any other Confidera- 
tion. Let me now Ipeak a Word or two 
to fhew how fweet ana powerfbl an Influence 
the Doftrine of our .Regeneration and SanSti- 
•^cation by the Spirit of God has to encourage. 
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us to Repentance and Holinefs, and to make 
us truly Penitent and Holy, above thofe 
Views and Purpofes of the mere extraordi- j 
nary Operations of the Spirit whicb ^irijpfa ' 
reprefents. 1 

jigrippa tells us that by the miraculous 
Gifts of the Spirit of Godi the Divine Pro- 
mife of Pardon upon our Repeniancc is 
Gonfirm*d and eftablifli'd: And I grant, 
Cavenor^ that this has, or fliould have, a 
very proper moral Influence on Men to re- 
pent, and *tis a Spring of |?owerfuI Per- 
■ luafion to Sinner? to retiirn to Cod. But 
when a poor convinced Awaken^ Sinner 
finds his Nature ftrongly inclinJed to Evil, 
and the Thoughts of his Hieart running after 
Vanity and Folly ; when hie experiences in 
fiimlelfa natural'Averffonto what is fioijr 
and Divire,. ^swell as Weakneis tq what is 

fpod-^ when he feels how feeble are iSi his 
eft Vows and RefoliitTonsv* tho*' repeated 
a hundred times over ; when he finds him- 
felf llirrounded with a thoufand Temptations 
in this World on all fides, to allure his 
Heart away from God? and to difcou- 
rage him in his Purfuit of Piety and Virtue,. 
' he is ready to fink under, the mighty Dif- 
couragements, and to give up all for loft > 
for he finds himfelf by no means able to fub- 
due his own Corruptions, nor to vanquifli 
the Temptations which on every fide attack 
him. . ETere it is he wants a mighty Helper : 

Andi 
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And if he can read among the Bleffings of 
the Gofpel the promifed Aids and Influ- 
eficeff of the bleiled Spirit to he given to them 
who afi, ity. in order to mortify his Sins, to 
ftrengthen him for every Duty, to change 
his evil' Nature, and renew the Image pf 
God in him, and enable him to vanqui^i 
his huge Temptations; this puts new JLife 
and Courage into his Heart, and awakens- 
and invigorates all the Springs of Aftivity . 
within him. He works out his own Salvation 
with all holy'^Diligence, becaufe God has pro- 
mifed his Spirit to work in him both to will 
and to do. Luk. xi. Rom: viii, Phil. ii. &fr. 

And what think you now, Cavenor? 
Are not thefe Advantages toward all the 
Duties of the Chriftian Life which are de- 
rived from the Dodtrine of Paulinus vaftly 
tranfcendent to all the Principles of Agrippa*^ 
Creedi 

Here Cavenor feem*d to Hand mufing iii' 
a fort of aftonilh'd Silence, and at4aft with 
Tears in his Eyes broke out into a paffionate 
Addrefs to Heaven. *' Foigiv^ tnc, O my 
** Godj that ever I confented to forfake ihoik' 
** holy Doftrines whith I was taught \ci xt\f 
** younger Years. Blefred7(^,fQreiyenie 
** that ever I Ihould be fb eafily led aflray 
*' from thy Word, and part with the Bleffings 
** of thy atoning Sacrifice, and thy fanftify- 
" ing Spirit, I lie atthy Foot a humble Pcni- 
** tent,,and a willing Convert to thy Divine 

" Tcutb^^. 
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*' Truths, which thefe my dear Friends have 
" beervfent this Day by Providence to fet 
•' before me info powerful andconvincinga 
*' Light : And may I never dare to make 
*' the leaft Departure from them again, tho' 
" under the ftrongeft Temptations, but live 
•* and die under their blefled Influence/* 

^^^^:^^^^^^^^ 

SECT. VIII. 

A ^ejiion about a Mintfier^s Preaching 
AgrippaV DoSlrine rejhlved^ "with hear- 
ty Petitions jfer Agrippa and all bis 
followers. 

THIS laft Scene had fomething in it 
fo tender and pious, fo powerfol and 
afFefting, that the whole Company 
felt a fecred and uncommon Pleafure. Pauli- 
nus and Ferventio abundantly exprcfs*d the 
Joy of their Hearts, nor was CBariftes want- 
ing in his Thankfulnefsto God on this Oca- 
fion, Cavenor^ when the devout Rapture a 
little fubfided,turn*d himfeff to Paulinus and 
CbarifteSy and in a moft moving Manner e»- 
prefled the everlafling Obligations he lay 
under to their Difcourfes. You have reco- 
Tcr*d me, faid he, by the Grace- of Gody 

'• * frofli 
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from the dangerous Snare in which I was held 
Captive^ and reduced me to the Faith of the 
Gofpel. Pray, Pauiinus^ permit me to co* 
py out your S^eries^ that I may convey them 
to Agrippa. Who knows what happy Influ- 
ence they may have towards his Recovery 
too, if the blefled Spirit of God concur with 
my Defign ? I thank you alfo, good Ferven^ 
tio^ for that fhare you have had in my Con- 
verfion -, for tho' I could not but fufpeft fome 
want of Charity in your Difcourfe, and per- 
haps I reply'd a little too roughly, yet your - 
Words had fo much Spirit in them, and car- 
ried with them fucb fmart Flaflies of Light, 
as made their way to my Confcience, helpM 
to awaken my Stupor, rouzM me out of my 
Indolence and Miftake, and made me more 
fufceptive of better Inftruftions. 

J am glad, fald F$rventio^ if any thing I 
have faid hath been blefs'd by the Provi- 
dence of God to any ufefui Purpofe -, arid I 
hope I hare not loft my Share of Profit by 
ill this Converfation. Yet I beg leave be- 
x>re the Company parts, to alk Charijies one 
Queftion -relating to the foregoing Part of 
biis Pifcoiirfe. He has informed us of his 
Jiaritable Sentiments towards Perfbns who 
ire called Ckrijiianf^ and yet do not believe 
hofe two great and bl^ed Doftrines of 
I^hriftianity : I cannot denjr. Sir, but there 
ire fome Appearances of Reafon in what 
rou have fpoken, and perhaps •tis not pro-. 

per 
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1>er to pronounce an univcrfal Sentence of 
Condemnation upon thefe Meil, I grant fome 
of my Expreflions may have been too pofi- 
tive, warm, and fevere, and I fliall think 
more of your manner of reafoning, in. order 
to enlarge my Charity towards Perfons under 
•great Errors. But what would you fay, Sir, 
?to one who pretends to be a Minifter of the 
•Ijofpel, who denies thefe Do£trines, and 
preaches to the People Agrippa^s Creed ? 
For my part, I declare my Opinion freely, 
I cannot believe him to be a Minifter of 
Chrift or his Gofpel, and I fhould think it 
my Duty to difcourage his Preaching to die 
utmoft, arid perfuade all my Friends to avoid 
him as they would avoid Poifon, or the Pe- 
ftilence. I think *tis preaching another \Gof' 
pely as St. Paul calls it. Gal. i. 6 — 9, or fuch 
a Perverfton of the Gofpel of Chrift^ that if any 
Man whatfoever, or an Angel from Heaven 
Ihould preach it, I believe the great Apoftlc 
would fay, Let him be accurfed. 

Truly, Sir, reply*d Chariftes^ tho* I have 
learnt to attend with Reverence and Profit 
upon the Labours of Minifters who have 
l»d very different Sentiments upon many 
Points in Chriftianity, yet L think I fliould 
never encourage Men tofetup for Minilcrs 
of the Gofpel, who renounce two of the 
chief Do(5trines for which a Gofpel Miniftry 
feems to be inftituted, who abandon two of 
the chief Mediums by which Sinners are In- 
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ited and encouraged to repent and return to 
fod, and who leave out of their Preaching 
le two chief Bleflings for which "Ci?r/y? and 
le Sprit were reveaPd to the World. I 
ould never think it my Duty to give them 
ny Countenance in their Work : I could 
leverfay Godfpeed^ left I Jbould be Partaker 
f their evil Deeds. Yet fince I am not an 
Ipoftle, I would not pronounce a Curfe up- 
►n them, but I would pray for them with 
incere and hearty Addreffes to the Mercy- . 
Jeat, that they might be taught better them- 
elves before they proceeded to teach others, 
eft // the Blind lead the Blind thro* a falfe 
^ay, in the midft of Day-light and Sun- 
)eams and many Warnings, they jhould both 
"all into the Pit and perifh in their chofea 
3arknefs. 

May the God of Light and Truth open 
:he Eyes of all fuchas go aftray^ guide .them 
into the Paths of Grace and Peace, and in- 
cline them to fubmit their Souls to His Con- 
iudt in the Way to Happiinefsl May they be 
fo wife as tojtake heed, that <they refift not 
my Degrees of Scriptural Light breaking in 
upon their Minds in their Searches after 
Knowledge, left they provoke God to aban- 
don them to their own 0arknefs for ever. 
He is a jealous God, ^tender of the Honours 
and Offices of his Son, and of the Dignity 
of his blefled Spirit in his Divine Operations. 
Far be it from rrie in the midft of my cha- 
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ritable Language, to fpeak any thing that 
Ihould encourage the dangerous Opinions cf 
Agrippa and his Difciples : But I heartily 
lift upthefe Petitions for them, that the good 
Spirit of God would fhew them their Mif- 
t^es, and recover them from every Snare 
of the Devil. May he releafe their Souls from 
every criminal Prejudice, and guard their 
Enquiries from every dangerous Error, thar 
being converted to the Faith ofjefus^ as our 
great Sacrifice of Atonement, and feeking 
and enjoying the fanftifying Influences of the 
Holy Spirit^ they may become honourable 
Profeffors of the Gofpel in the peculiar Glo- 
ries of it, and being thus train d up for Hea- 
ven, may at laft be poffefs*d of compleat 
Salvation ! 

Thefe pious Wifhes oiChariJles were pro- 
nounced with fuch an Air of Devotion and 
Goodnefs, that all the Gentlemen prefent 
added their hearty Amen to them. FerventtB 
was fo much pleafed with all his Difcourfe 
and his agreeable Manner, that fince he 
foMnAChariJies^imiAA all his Charity main- 
tained a Zeal for the Truths of the Gofpel, 
he took a good liking to the Man, and en- 
treated further Acquaintance with him. Here 
the Converfation ended, and the Company 
broke up with mutual Civilities. 

ne END. 




A P P E N D I X: 

To be added to Page 67, and to be inferted 
juji before the four laft Lines. 

IE FORE P^«//»«j had proceeded 
further with hisfeveral Queries to 
Agrippa^ Ferventio ftopt him with 

^ this Speech : " Sir, there is another 

erroneous Senle put upon the ftrong and ^ 
plain Expreflions of Scripture, concerning 
Cbriji^smaking an Atonement or Propitiation 
for Sin by his Sufferings and Death : Dr. 
' Whitby calls it a Socinian Glofs^ in his Ah- 
notations on i Peter ii. 25, and reprefents 
it in thefe Words ; they fay, Chrift to$k a- 
way our Sins by his own Body crucify* d upon ' 
the Crofs^proeuring our Ahfohtion from them 
by his Sufferings \ not that he underwent the 
Punijhment of our Tranfgrefficns^ but becaufe 
his voluntary Death prevaiied with God to 
give him Power to abfolve his Servants at 
thj lajty and to Reward them with Eternal 
Glory. And I am told, faith Fei^entio^ 
this Opinion grows much in Vogue in our 
Days, both in Preaching, in Writing and 
Converfation ; and fc^me People arc not 
afliamed to pronounce and cki'cnd it as the 
triK-ft and juftcfl: Sei^lc of thcfe ScK\\vX>xti5s^ 
Plirafcs, tiio' they have m3ty<!t^owT^i^o^^^. ou-. 
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^^ ftngUTexrin all ibe Bitle where this is the 
** plain Meaning of any of thpfc. Expreffions. 
" Now, Sir, I would be glad to hear from 
" your Lips wliat are your beft Argunients to re- 
" fute t his Socinian Glofs as Dr. fFhithy calls it." 
I would fay thefc thrfe Things (anfwerW 
Pauliniis :) Firji^ It is very ftrangc that this 
muft be t!ic true Senie of theft facrifical Phrafes, 
wiien this Scnfc does not-.appear plainly in any 
one Scripture. However if it niuft be fo, let 
it be fo in the Old Teftament as weH as in 
the N£%v J let there be fome Shadow of it 
found among the Levitical and Typical Sacri- 
fices of Atonement, as well as in Jefus the 
ftibjlantial one ; otherwife the ^ypes and the 
Subjiance will have no likenefs to one another 
in thofe very Actions and Circumftances, 
whereby Atonement for Sin is made, and 
which are afcribed to both Type and Siibjlana 
in the fame Phrafes. Now let.thefe Interpre- 
ters tell me, which of the Sheep or the Goats, 
which of the Rams or the Bulls, that were 
faci'ificed to attone for Sin, ever received 
Power to ablblve Sinners, or ever were made 
Judges or Rewarders in any Senfe. 

'I'is very evident that fo far as this forced 
Senfe is introduced upon the Expreffions of 
Chrijl bearing our Sins on the Crofs^ and his 
making Atonement for Sin^ fo far there is an 
utter departure from the true and obvious 
Meaning of the fame Expreffions, when ap- 
ply'd to the Hjfkal Sacrifices; whereas in 
the Scnic which lliwe %w£^v\^^^\ssR.\ds3s 
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belong both to the Typical and the Subftaniial 
Atonement. Dr. Wbitby^s Expofition of the 
24th and 25th Verfes of this Chapter fufficient- 
ly explain and confirm the true Meaning of 
St. Peler*s Language. . 

Befides,let it beobfervedinthey^rwft/Place, 
that the Scripture afcribes this Atonement of 
Chriji to the Office of his Priefthood, to bis 
Bloody and bis Deatb as a Sacrifice, whereas 
thefc miftaken Interpreters afcribe his taking 
away Sin, either to his Do£lrine as a Propbet^ 
which has been before anlwered, or in this 
prcfent Senfe to his Royal Power of Forgive- 
no-k as a King^ without ever confidering that 
theBeafts which were made atoning Sacrifices 
afford us no Shadow of Chrift\ taking away 
Sin by his prophetical or his kingly Office, but 
only by his Priefthood and Sacrifice : Nor is 
there any otlier way, befides that which I have 
maintained, to make the Scriptures of Truth 
abide in any happy Harmony, or the Type 
and the Subftance to agree. . 

Patilinus added yet further, I would fay a- 
gain in the ibird Place, Would the Jews to 
whom the Gofpel of a crucified Cbrift was 
firft preached in the Days of the Apoftlcs have 
underftood thefe Phmfes of taking away Sin 
by Sacrifice^ or making Atonement for Sin in 
this Socinian Senfe ? And furely this Gofpel 
was preached and written by the Apoftles in 
fuch Expreffions, as the Jews might readily 
and cafily underftand : Surely they would fo 
exprefs their Doilrine as tkax x\v€vc Ws^^x^^^*^^ 



^gfWeJi fliould receive the mod common and 
/^"^iibviousScnle of the Word^as they were ufed 
iK'-m their Nation ; otherwife the Gofpel would 
. . ^ behiddcn and loft to them. 
i '•' ylgain^ let us enquire of rfie Heathens among 
whom the Apofties preached this Golpel, and 
who had been ufed to Sacrifices and j^tone- 
'\. menis \ letus ask of them, whether they would 
^ underftand thofe lacrifical Phrafes in this ftrange 
;»^^ Senfe ? Would they ever imagine that their 
' = ; 5ins were atoned for by the Death of Chriji^ 
^ *. merely becaufe God the Father was fo well 
plcafed withhis Submiffion to Death (for which 
Death they yet give no fuffkient Reafon) that 
he raifed him to Life again, and gave him 
Power to forgive the Sins of Men ? Was this 
their Meaning of Atonement when they fpoke 
of and praftifed their own making Atonement 
to their Gods for Sin by the Sacrifice either of 
Beafts or Men ? And why fliould this be fup- 
i . pofcd to be the Senfe of the Apofties in preach- 
ing the Gofpel which neither Jews nor //r^- 
thens ufed, and which neither of them would 
'"- ^readily underftand ? 

. ' * There is no Chriftiiin denies this Truth, that 

God did raife Chrift from the Dead, and ghe 

bim Power to forgive Sins -, but this is not the 

y ■ Meaning of his Atoning for Sin^ which is ever 

•. ' afcribcd to his Blood and Death, but never to 

/ liis Life and Kingdom. It was after ^f?ZW/>;//-j- 

:. : ed awn'y Sins hy himfelf i. e. by the Sacrifice of 

Jbiwfelf^ Heb. ix. 26. thoA he [at down on the 

;; Mig^^l Il^nd of the Majcjlj on Vt^l^ ?ccA \^ 

cvivcd iiis Kingdom aivd Vovs^<it. lleb/v^. 
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